PARIS (R) — The Socialist Ifltermtjooal Council Wednesday called for 
an incematiosaL' peace' conference on the. Middle East,' saying Israel 
s honid respond to Palestinians’ expressed “intention to live in peace.” 
Tl«rcoimA wtochr«7resents socialist parties woridwide, said it would 


said ir would hold talks with Mortmains in the occupied territories and 
with Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO) leadens before holding a 
Middle East hearing in Brussels next spring. French Socialist Party First 
Secretary Pierre Manrpy chaired a news conference at the end of the 
group’s two-day meeting almost 'concurrently with a news conference in 


recognised the state of Israel. The council's statement urged all parties 
involved in the conflict to renounce violence and said Israel should adhere 
to Geneva convention regulations in fee occupied zones. Hie resolution 
urgently requested that toe Soviet Union and China establish diplomatic 
relations with Israel. 1 - 


Arab League condemns U.S. 

TUNIS (R) — The Arab League Wednesday condemned the United 
States for talcing Israel’s side in the Middle East conflict and appealed to 
all countries to recognise the ncwly-p reclaimed Palestinian state. In a 
statement issued after an extraordinary meeting in Tunis, the Arab. 
League Council said: “(The council) condemns the total and inc es s ant 
alignment of the United States with Israel, the latest example of which... 
was its obstinate refusal to let the chair man of the PLO Executive 
Committee take part in meetings of the United Nations.” The statement, 
timed to coincide with the first anniversary of the uprising m the 
Israeli-occupied territories, added: “(The council) urges all the stat es m 
the world to give full recognition of the Pales tini a n stale and affirm 
support for the rights for which the Palestinian people are fighting.” The 
Palestine National Council (PNC), proclaimed the Pa l e s tin ia n state m 
Algiers Nov. 15. More than 70 states have recognised it, Arafat wanted to 
address the U.N. General Assembly in New York on the PNCs other 
decisions, especially its acceptance of U.N. Resolution 242 as the basis of 
a peace conference. Washington denied him a visa and he will now 
address the Assembly in Geneva next week. 
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The “revolution of the stones’ 


intifada enters 
second year with 
renewed vigour 

By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Political Editor 


AMMAN — As the Palestinian 
uprising against Israel’s 
occupation of the West' Bank 
and Gaza Strip enters the 
second year today, one tiring 
.Ipas been proved beyond doubt; 
the political map of the Middle 
East bas been changed and 
there is no way it could be 
redrawn to the day before Dec. 
8, 1987, the day the intifada 
broke out in the occupied terri- 
tories m the form of spon- 
taneous protests against the 
occupation. 

The intifada, which has 
claimed hundreds of deaths and 
thousands of injuries since day 
one, was the admfewtion of the 
Palestinian people’s pent-up 
frustration over Israel's apathy 
towards repeated efforts by 
outside forces to bring about a 
negotiated settlement of the 
Palestinian problem. 

No-ooe can deny the fact that 
it was indeed the intifada that 
was the catalyst in bringing 
about the dramatic political de- 
velopments leading to the Nov. 
15 declaration in Algiers of an 
independent Palestinian state 
by the Palestine National Coun- 
cfl (PNC). 

While violent protests were 
the order of the day in the 
occu pi ed territories, modera- 
tion prevailed on the ranks of 
the Palestine liberatio n Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and brought ab- 
out the PLO ’s acceptance of 
key U.N. resolutions seen 
essential to my s et tlement of 
the Palestinian problem. For - 
many Palestinians^ the PNC 
declaration was the cBmax of 
the mn - fa rin g, but tbe fact re- 
mains that there is tittle change 
oq. the ground on Che Israelis’ ' 
part towards accepting a just 
and fair settlement. 

The Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories prid a heavy 
price — over 338 officially coo- 


any s t alemat e impossible. The 
revolt tuned the Palestinian 
problem from one of outride 
forces trying to liberate the 
land brio a classic struggle of an 
occupied people straining to 
break the chains of occupation. 

But where do they go from 
here? One tiring is sue; there 
cannot be any return to the 
pre-December 1987 days. The 
P al es ti nians in the occupied ter- 
ritories have found it within 
themselves to make the terri- 
tories ungovernable for the 
occupier rad that was indeed 
the only answer to the probfom, 
given the special characteristics 
of the Arab-Israeti conflict. 

It is widely agreed that the 
Palestinian people have 
achieved thefr primary gods in 
.the first year of the intifada; a 
Palestinian state has been de- 
clared and recognised by over 
60 countries, the PLO has 
adopted a dramatic tarn to- 
wards moderation and interna- 
tional legitimacy, the interna- 
tional conscience has bees 
awakened by the violence that 
is sweeping the West Bank ami 
Gaza ad the way has been 
paved for Israel to enter peace 
negotiations, that is, if. it 
chooses to. But the question 
remains: Will it choose to? Or 
wffl it continue to befieve in 
mffiary might as the answer to 
its “security problems” and to 
counter the “ revolution of 
stones” with five ammunition 
with the hope that the revott 
could be put out with force? 

‘Peace in exchange for land’ 

The results of the Nov. 1 
elections in Israel have shown 
that hardHne {$ pre- 

vaifiitg m the Zionist state. Bat, 
despite afl signs of -defiance, 
some Israeli leaders have 
shown signs of wUhignegg for 
peace, though at thefr own. 


injuries and broken bones in 
the 12 months of fife revolt, not 
to spesik of the thousands st3I 
under detention — for 


to briber then* Jfrfc Many 
analysts agree that the ont- 
break of tire revott Instiled the 
firm feeling In the Pfttestinfam 
nrfwH any flotation to ftih 
problem has to come from 
within them se lves and thefr 
dfsfiny was to thefr own bunds. 

Sure enough, 'the 12 months 
of the ngwfahig swept the poe- 
tical chcwboardfttwlren&sred 


“In the given titration, it Is 
enough that they realise that 
there has to be peace sooner or - 
later,” commented a political 
observer here. “From that 
point, it is op to the Palestinian 
'people to force that thinkin g 


.and compel them to reafise that 
their arguments for ‘peace in 
exchange for peace’ can no 
longer be applicable and the 
only feasible formula is ‘peace 
fax exchange for bod’.” 

( Contin u ed on page 2) 


Palestinians mark 

anniversary of 
liberation revolt 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — At 
least six Pales tinians were shot and wounded 
by Israeli soldiers Wednesday in violent 
anti-occupation protests in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip as the Israeli army and the 
Palestinians braced for demonstrations 
marking the first anniversary of the uprising 
in the occupied territories. 


Palestinian professionals 
marked the anniversary, which 
falls Thursday, by appealing to 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
and Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev to support the inde- 
pendent Palestinian state de- 
clared by ‘the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) last month. 

Israeli police accused the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation's 
(PLO) Fateh faction of guiding 


an Israeli Arab group in attacks 
and said they had arrested 600 
suspects in Israel and the occu- 
pied territories, Israel Radio said. 

Police said they arrested 13 
Israeli bedouins, two of them 
soldiers, suspected of a grenade 
attack in Haifa that wounded 25 
people on an Israeli shopping 
street. 

Israeli media reported 
Wednesday that Israel's Shin Bet 


secret police had over the past 
two months arrested more than 
600 Arabs suspected of 90 
attacks. Police would not confirm 
the report. 

The arrests were announced at 
a time when leaders of the upris- 
ing have taken an unprecedented 
step by urging Israel’s 600,000 
Arabs to join protests by the 
Palestinians in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In the occupied territories 
Wednesday, soldiers shot and 
wounded six Palestinian boys 
during at least two confrontations 
with stone-throwing and tyre- 
burning demonstrators in the 
Gaza Strip, hospital officials said. 

Troops also damped a curfew 
on the commercial centre of the 
West Bank dty of Ramallah and 
detained about 200 Arabs after a 
firebomb was thrown at an Israeli 
(Continued on page 2) 


Arafat: PNC accepted two 
states — Israel and Palestine 


STOCKHOLM (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said Wednesday he gave a 
delegation of American Jews 
clarifications of PLO polity to 
accept Israel’s existence and con- 
..demo all forms of terrorism. 

. He told a news conference that 
a two-page statement drafted 
with the Jewish group was “an 
accurate reading and interpreta- 
tion” of the resolutions adopted 
last month by the Palestine 
National Council, and “for us it is 
nothing new." 

At its meeting in Algeria, the 
PNC declared an independent 
Palestinian state and accepted 
U.N. resolutions that implicitly 
recognise Israel’s right to exist. It 
also reiterated its support for the 
Cairo declaration of 1985, in 
which the PLO said it would limit 
attacks to military targets in 
Israel and the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Arafat vowed that the year-long 
Pale stinian uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied territories would go on 
until an independent Palestinian 
state was established. 

Addressing the news confer- 
ence after two days of talks with a 
group of five American Jewish 
peace campaigners, Arafat said 
die PNC had effectively recog- 
nised Israel last month. 

“The PNC accepted two states, 
a Pal estinian state and a Jewish 
state, Israel. Is that -clear 
enough?” he said. 

Arafat and the Jewish delega- 
tion issued a joint statement after 
the talks, which they said clarified 
PNC resolutions adopted in 
Algiers. 

The four-point statement said 
the PNC had “established the 
independent state of Palestine 
and accepted the existence of 
Israel as a state in the region.” 

The PNC had implicitly recog- 
nised Israel’s right to exist with- 
out mentioning the Jewish state 
by name. 

A media adviser to Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
dismissed Arafat's acceptance of 
Israel as a publicity stunt. 

“It is very sad that a group of 
American Jews is engaged in nego- 
tiations wittf^a “tenorist” orga- 
nisation whose aim was and re- 
mains the replacement of Israel 


by a Palestinian state," Avi Paz- 
ner said. 

The five-member Jewish de- 
legation in Stockholm hailed the 
PLO document, which was read 
to reporters by Swedish Foreign 
Minister Sten Andersson, as “an 
important step forward in the 
peace process? that removed 
ambiguities from' the dec- 
laration^of Npv., 15. 

“With this clarification of what 
were ambiguities in the Algiers 
document, we hope fervently that 
the United States will open a 
dialogue with the PLO,” said 
Rita Hauser, a New York lawyer 
and leader of the Jewish delega- 
tion. 

The United States had called the 
PNC declaration vague, and said it 
did not explicitly recognise Israel's 
right to exist or renounce “terror- 
ism,” two conditions it had set before 
establishing any contacts with the 
PLO. 

“The conditions the United States 
has been insisting on since 1976 have 
been met,” said Hauser, speak- 
ing to reporters in a separate news 
conference. 

In Washington, U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan withheld immediate 
comment Wednesday on the new 
PLO statement. 

“We haven’t had time to review 
what it is that he said there specifical- 
ly," Reagan said. “We’re looking 
forward to that.” 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said it was “strange” that Ara- 
fat himself did not read the statement 
on bis meetings with the U.S. Jews in 
Sweden. 

“If the PLO has something to say, 
once when is the Swedish foreign, 
minister a PLO spokesman?” Peres 
said on Israel television. 

“Why didn't Arafat read this state- 
ment?... it’s very strange to me that 
the Swedish foreign minister reads an 
Arafat statement...” 

Andersson, calling the statement 
“historic,” sent the text to the U.S. 
State Department, and said he will 
send a personal letter from Arafat to 
U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz. 

But Andersson also said after two 
days of talks with Arafat that the 
statement was “a step in a process 
which must necessarily consist of 
miidi more." 

The statement was drafted two 
weeks ago dating secret talks in 
Stockholm between Hauser and two 
others in her delegation with a PLO 
group led by Khaled A1 Hassan, a top 
PNC official. 

The document was debated and 


endorsed by the PLO Executive 
Committee earlier this week, said 
Drora Kass of the Jewish delegation. 

The Jewish group is from the Inter- 
national Centre far Peace in the 
Middle East, a Tel Aviv-based leftist 
coalition with branches in Israel, the 
United States and Europe. Its inter- 
national chairman is Abba Eban. 
Israel’s former foreign minister from 
the Labour Party. 

Following is a text of the joint 
statement issued in Stockholm 
Wednesday: 

The Palestine National Council met 
in Algiers from Nov. 12 to 15, 1988, 
and announced the declaration of 
independence which proclaimed the 
State of Palestine and issued a politic- 
al statement. 

The following explanation was 
given by the representatives of the 
PLO of certain important points in 
the Palestinian declaration of inde- 
pendence and the political statement 
adopted by the PNC in Algiers. 

Affirming the principle incorpo- 
rated in those U.N. resolutions which 
call for a two-state solution of Israel 
and Palestine. 

The PNC: 

1. Agreed to enter into peace nego- 
tiations at an international conference 
under the auspices of the U.N. with 
the participation of the permanent 
members of the Security Council and 
the PLO as the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian people, 
on an equal footing with the other 
parties to the conflict such an interna- 
tional conference is to be held on the 
basis of U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338 
and the right of the Palestinian people 
to self-determination, without exter- 
nal interference, as provided in the 
.U.N. Charter, inducting the right to 
an independent state, which confer- 
ence should resolve the Palestinian 
problem in all its aspects; 

2. Established the independent: 
state of Palestine and accepted the 
existence of Israel as a state in the 
region; 

3. Declared its rejection and conde- 
mnation of terrorism in all its forms, 
inducting state terrorism; 

4. Coiled for a solution to the 
Palestinian refugee problem in 
accordance with international law and 
practices and relevant U.N. resolu- 
tions (inducting right of return or 
compensation). 

The American personalities strong- 
ly supported and applauded the 
Palestinian declaration of independ- 
ence and the political statement 
adopted in Algiers and felt there was 
no further impediment to a direct 
dialogue between the United States 
government and the PLO. 


Gorbachev announces 
unilateral troops cut 


UNTIED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev announced Tuesday that 
the Soviet Union would nn- 
ifoterally ent its mifitaiy forces by 
a half-million troops and will re- 
duce its conventional arms sub- 
stantially “without relation” to 
international negotiations that 
have long been stalled in Vienna. 

Gorbachev also called for a 
ceasefire in Afghanistan Jan. 1 
and the dispatch of a U.N. 
peacekeeping force while a 
broad-based government is being 
established there. 

In an address to the General 


Assembly, be also asked Secret- 
ary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar to arrange an internation- 
al conference on the neutrality 
and demilitarisation of Afgha- 
nistan. 

Soviet officials distributed the 
text of Gorbachev’s remarks as 
he went to the U.N. rostrum after 
meeting privately with U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar on the first full day of 
a four-day visit to New York. 

Gorbachev outlined a dramatic 
reshapings of Soviet military posi- 
tions in East Europe, on borne 
territory and in Asia. 


“By agreement with our War- 
saw Treaty allies, we have de- 
cided to withdraw by 1991 six 
tank divisions from the German 
Democratic Republic (East Ger- 
many), Czechoslovakia and Hun- 
gary, and to disband them,” he 
said. 

Saying he was living up to a 
pledge to switch from an offen- 
sive to a defensive force struc- 
ture, Gorbachev told die world 
body his nation would “maintain 
our country's defence capability 
at a level of reasonable and reli- 
able sufficiency,” to deter attack. 

(Continued on page 2) 








King returns from Britain 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein retained home 
Wednesday at the conclusion of a several-day 
working visit to the United Kingdom during which 
he reviewed with Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher the latest developments in the Middle 
East and the efforts exerted to convene an 
international peace conference. 

The King also stressed the positive strategy 
adopted by the Palestine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) as reflected in the resolutions adopted by 
the Palestine National Council (PNC) which met 
in Algiers last month. 

The Kmg also defivered a lecture at Cambridge 
University in which he reviewed the developments 


of the situation in the Middle East region and 
emphasised the necessity to ensure the interna- 
tional commmiity’s cooperation to work out a 
settlement for the Palestine problem through an 
international peace conference. 

The King had earlier paid working visits to 
Sanaa and Cairo and held talks with North 
Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh and Egyp- 
tian President Hostri Mubarak. 

Upon arrival the King was received by ffis 
Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. and senior civi- 
lian and military officials. 


CAEU readmits Egypt, 
tackles financial straits 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Economics Corres- 
pondent 

AMMAN — The Council of 
Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) 
Wednesday reinstated Egypt's 
membership nearly a decade after 
suspending it over its separate 
peace treaty with Israel. Syria 
and Libya expressed reservations 
on the decision. 

Emerging from a closed session 
of the council, Kuwaiti Finance 
Minister Jassem A1 Khorafi told 
reporters the council decided to 
readmit Egypt and to invite Cairo 
to attend the council's next ses- 
sion scheduled to be held in next 
July. 

Khorafi, who chaired this ses- 
sion of the one-day meeting, said 
the council’s decision came in line 
with the general tendency in the 
region to bring back into perspec- 
tive Egypt’s role in the Arab 
World. 

Arab countries severed di- 
plomatic ties with Egypt follow- 
ing Cairo's 1979 Camp David 
treaty with Israel, bat all Arab 
states except Libya, Syria and 
Lebanon have reestablished di- 
plomatic relations. 

Jordan, the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) and Iraq introduced 
the proposal to readmit Egypt 
into the council. Egypt’s return 
brings the council's members to 
13 including Jordan, Iraq, Pales- 
tine, UAE, Mauritania, North 
Yemen, South Yemen, Kuwait, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syria and Libya. 


Industry and Trade Minister 
Hamdi Tabbaa told reporters the 
CAEU also discussed ways to 
help the council out of its present 
financial crisis. Council officials 
said the CAEU was in need of $3 
million to be able to function on 
an annual basis. 

Tabbaa said tbat member 
states agreed to financially sup- 
port the CAEU, but only after a 
restructuring of the council to 
guarantee better efficiency and to 
avoid duplication of work. He 
said that a four-member commit- 
tee was established for this pur- 
pose. 

The council called on non- 
member Arab states to join the 
Arab Common Market to sup- 
port inter-Arab economic coop- 
eration and to develop inter- Arab 
trade. 

CAEU Secretary General Has- 
san Ibrahim told the meeting’s 
opening session that the council 
was discussing the possibility of 
abolishing customs tariffs for a 
number of Arab-manufactured 
goods. He reviewed the council’s 
achievements since its establish- 
ment in 1964 and cited the estab- 
lishment of the Arab Common 
Market as the most important 
achievement but lamented the 
lack of cooperation, which he 
said was responsible for the fai- 
lure to achieve the aspired goals. 

He said the ministers would lay 
down unified concepts on joint 
projects in agriculture and in- 
dustry. 


Labour agonises over 
Joining Likud coalition 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
Labour Party led by Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres agonised 
Wednesday over whether to join 
a “national unity” government as 
junior party to the rival Likud. 

Labour’s 1300-member central 
committee will vote on Thursday 
on whether to heed President 
Chaim Herzog’s call for Labour 
to join forces with the rightist 
Likud’s Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir in a new coalition govern- 
ment. 

Labour's executive rejected 
last week a proposal to enter 
coalition talks with Likud, with 
opposition led by some of the 
party’s leading younger members 
out of fear the party would lose 
its “dovish” identity in a broad 
government. 

But the party’s efforts to form a 
majority with the help of religious 
factions have felled and Peres and 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
who both favour joining a “uni- 
ty" government, have been 
offered key ministries in a Sha- 
mir-led cabinet. 

A senior Labour source said 
the central committee would con- 


sider demanding as a condition 
for a “unity" coalition that the 
government change within two 
years an electoral system that 
gives small parties disproportion- 
ate power. 

If this were agreed the outcome 
at the central committee meeting 
would be very close, the source 
said. “People believe that after 
the president intervened, to go 
against him would be aslap in the 
face." 

Meanwhile Shamir, who has 
tried to form a government since 
inconclusive Nov. 1 elections 
gave him a slight edge over 
Labour, intensified his own nego- 
tiations with religious parties to 
strengthen his hand before the 
Labour vote. 

“We are working on two 
tracks, one on a narrow govern- 
ment and one on a broad govern- 
ment," his spokesman Yossi 
Abimerr said. 

Shamir met leaders of the 
ultra-orthodox Agudat Israel par- 
ty and Likud ministers met 
National Religious Party (NRP) 
heads and the far-right Tehiya 
Party. 



HM Queen Noor 

Queen 

Noor 

helps raise 
funds for 
Jerusalem 
hospital 

LONDON (J.T.) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor was the guest of 
honour at a gala dinner held in 
London Wednesday in support of 
the activities of St. John Ophthal- 
mic Hospital in Jerusalem. 
Queen Noor, Associate Dame of 
Justice of the Order of St. John, 
and the Patron of the London- 
based Friends of St. John 
Ophthalmic Hospital, has sup- 
ported several activities designed 
to help the hospital raise the 
necessary funds to offer its medic- 
al services to tens of thousands of 
Palestinians living under Israeli 
occupation. A similar dinner in 
September hosted by the lord 
mayor of London raised £24,000 
which helped cover part of the 
hospital's £600,000 deficit. 

The hospital, with an annual 
budget of £1.3 million, is run by a 
team of specialists from the Un- 
ited Kingdom, the United States, 
Australia and Canada. 

Wednesday’s dinner, presided 
over by Lord Westbury, the 
Bailiff of Egle of tbe Order of St. 
John, included a fund-raising auc- 
tion of items donated by several 
individuals and philanthropic 
societies. Queen Noor donated 
several woolen rugs woven by the 
women of Bani H ami da. Tbe 
women operate and take part in a 
community development project 
designed to raise living standards 
by increasing family income while 
preserving traditional crafts and 
adapting them for contemporary 
use. 

The dinner at tbe Intercon- 
tinental Hotel was also attended 
by Jordan’s Ambassador to Bri- 
tain and Mrs. Albert Butros, 
several other Arab ambassadors, 
and British dignitaries and lead- 
ers in tbe fields of commerce auxl 
industry. 
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Attack on central bank 
hi g hlights Beirut deadlock 


Intifada enters second year with new vigour 


Gorbachev 


(Continued from page 1) 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Members of the civilian 
cabinet in Lebanon’s dual government were at odds 
Wednesday, with one minister threatening to take 
over the central bank while the prime minister 
demanded it be preserved as the last shred of a 
unified country. 


Militia leader, Walid Junblatt 
threatened in a speech Tuesday 
to exert control over the bank if it 
transferred money to Christian- 
dominated units of the Lebanese 
army, the daily A1 Nahar re- 
ported. 

The speech came a few hours 
before a rocket-propelled gre- 
nade slammed into the third floor 
of the central bank building in 
west Beirut. It caused severe 
damage but no casualties, police 
said. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility for the attack. 
Central Bank Governor Edmond 
Naim, a Maronite, resides on the 
top floor of the seven-storey 
building. 

An aide to Prime Minister 
Salim Hoss quoted him as saying 
Wednesday: “If the central bank 
collapses the whole country wilT 
collapse with it." 


Junblatt, bead of the predomi- 
nately Druze Progressive Social- 
ist Party (PSP), said: “We own 
the money and we own the cen- 
tral bank.* 1 

Junblatt, who is also minister 
of tourism as well as public works 
and transportation, spoke at a 
rally of supporters in the moun- 
tain resort of Ras A1 Me ten, 20 
kilometres east of Beirut. He 
warned Naim against transferring 
money to Chnstian-led units of 
the Lebanese army in east Beirut 
and the Christian enclave north- 
east of the capital. 

If Naim ignores the warning, 
“we shall demand that he be 
replaced by a nationalist author- 
ity to control the money in the 
central bank," said Junblatt. 

The country's rightist leaders 
also lashed out at Naim over the 
weekend. 

Naim was reported to have 


refused to transfer allocations re- 
quested by Geo. Michel Aoun, 
head of the military cabinet of 
Lebanon's dual government, to 
repair jet fighters controlled by 
units of die Lebanese army. 

Aoun Friday responded to 
N aim ’s stand by damp ing a food, 
fuel and water blockade on west 
Beirut through dosing the mid- 
dry m useum crossing that links 
foe capital’s two sectors. 

Hoss denied Naim was press- 
ured and defended foe bank gov- 
ernor in a statement issued 
Wednesday. 

“It is not true that foe central 
bank and its governor have come 
under pressure to withhold funds 
from the east side," Hoss said. 

“The central bank is a red line 
which we will not allow anyone to 
cross or even much," he warned. 
“The central bank is foe corner- i 
stone in Lebanon's unity. It is a | 
national value." 

A Hoss aide, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the 
leader regards foe central bank as 
foe “last symbol of Lebanon’s 
unity.” 

Lebanon has been without a 
head of state since Sept. 23- 


todeed, foe price that the 
Paksfodaus wffl bare to pay for 
sack a change fn Israeli drink - 
ing will be high, but no price is 
too high for freedom aid self- 
determination. 

On foe political levd, the 
PLO’s acceptance of resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 has been a 
landmark in that it was one of 
foe main ri—umriu of brad’s 
afly and supporter, the U.S., 
before allowing foe FIX) to play 
its rightftri role in efforts to 
settle the problem. The Amer- 
ican re f u sa l of a via to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat to 
address the United Nations 
General Assembly and present 
the new Palestinian strategy 
could even be seen as a blessing 
hi disguise since ft exposed the 
lop-sided stand of Washington 
a a potential mediator in the 
conflict, according to many 
Palestinian leaders who appear 
to be betting on Thud World 
and E urop e an cuunfa i ea tosnp- 
port their cause hi the Interna- 
tional scene more strongly than 


for Ms “iron fist?' and “scor- 
ched earth” policies against the 
Pakrtmians. Bat wffl that make 
the Palestinian goals j any 
nearer? 


Help from themselves 

One of the main i ntern a l 
wh ia r g piBfa of the intifada is 
foe mushrooming Palestinian 
social infrastructure in the 
occupied territories. According 
to an Arab- American peSkal 
science professor from Bir Zeit 
University in the West Bank, 
“the intifada has laid the 
foundations of an independent 
Palestinian state totally free 
from Israeli dutches.” 


Bat one thing is pitmen; the, 
Palestinians wffl press nhead 
with their intifada regardless of 
the price to blood, and brad 
will be hardpressed to answer 
to the inter n a tiona l conscience 


The professor potots out that 
brad's responses to stone- 
throwings and street demon- 
strations were calculated to in- 
flict as much damage as possi- 
ble to the social and economic 
fabric of Palestinian life 
through sustained curfews and 
economic “sanctions,” as well 
as suspensions of wrier and 
power supply and cut-off in 
communication networks. 
“But, did . foe protests die 
down?” he asks. “On foe con- 
trary, the Israeli measures 
made the Palestinians look to- 
wards and seek hdp from 
among themselves. The result 
was the popular committees 
which automatically took 


charge of itnng things h 
specified areas, ff no cooking 
gas was avaflaMe, fir ewood was 
provided to trinities- If water 
supply was cat off, drialting 
water was ferried from 
pipe weB s.il power was cutoff, 
kerosBK and oQ lamps were HL 
What the braeSs appear to be 
■overlooking is fori a majority 
of the Rdesttoians to ibe West 
Bank are vfflagers who ace 
accustomed to easily doing 
without the luxuries of modern 
fife. They can sustain such alttc 
for years and feel none the 
worse Car it.” 

The economic cost of the 
Intifada has been staggering for 
the Tali riliiliiiiH ffepfriwl cur- 
fews and general strikes have 
dealt a severe blow to Falesti- 
rian businessmen, particularly 
those from the middle class. 
But there is tittle sign of protest 
from the business community 
in response to calls for new 
strikes. “There is of course 
resentment, but the peradhg 


feefisg h that bis ako a part of 
tiie price that the Pilrrttoims 
have to pay for Gberafion,” 
said a Western journalist win 
visited the West Bank and Gaza 


cut 


According to a F atotolan 
motor, who paid a visit to foe 
East Bad to November, the 
main faffing that the Palesti- 
nians share is . fori “we have 
come too for ahead to tarn hack 
now. B b totally up to us to 
malm the enemy suffer as much 
as possible in Ns rale of our 
bad. We may have to sacrifice 
more of our sons and daughters 
but we wffl not turn bade.” 


The professor from Bir Zeit 
agrees. “He intifada crossed 
foe point of no return long time 
ago. There can be no turning 
.buck now, if only because the 
Patestinfaro fed that any letting 
up on thefr part wffl herald a- 
systematic Israeli move to root 
out d probabilities of foe up- 
rising rearing its bead again.” 


Palestinian revolt 

(Continued fhn W 1) the «mp 


patrol, news reports said.' 

In Gaza, Pale stinians staged 
protests in at least four refugee 

camps and towns, reports sakL 

1 ■ 2. _1 


and nearbv Bam Suheila vfflage, 
i wounding six teenagers, officials 
ri Nasser hospital said. 

Among those wounded were a 
17-year-old was struck in the 


camps and towns, reports said. Tr, -H., TiZ 

Violence erupted in two places, chert and an 18 -yw-HJWhitm the 

neck, said the officials. 


PLAZA 




9= Friday =* 

Sunday & everyday 


Saturday, 


Sunday 


Monday: 


TIMES 

Tuesday ^ Weduet 


LUNCH BUFFET 

at the 

COFFEE SHOP 




INDIAN NIGHT 

ENJOY 

OUR DELICIOUS 

INDIAN 

JJBUFFET 

SPECIALLY 
* MADE 


LOBSTER NIGHT 

At the 

ANDALUSIA 


PRIME RIB NIGHT 

at the 

COFFEE SHOP 


SHRIMP NIGHT 

at the 

.ANDALUSIA 


jgjf; 


a " FOR 

II TOU 





>e . Wednesday 

Spanish Speciality 
Paella Night 

at the 

COFFEE SHOP 


Thursday. 


SEAFOOD NIGHT 

at the 

ANDALUSIA 


VEGETABLE &SAFRON SOUP 
SEAFOOD PAELLA 
WITH GREEN SALAD 


Set Menu 

or 

ALA CARTE 


JD. 5.500 PP 


JD. 6.000PP *■* 


Seafood Hors-D'oeuvres 
Lobster Imperial 
Strawberry Pancakes 
Coffee & Petit Fours 


JD. 8.000pp 


Prime Rib, 
Yorkshire Pudding 
Baked Potato 
Garden Peas 
Followed by 
Apple Pie & Cream 
JD. 4.500 pp 


seafood Cocktail 

Grilled Shrimps 
or 

Shrimps with 
Spinach Souffle 
Fresh Summer Fruits 
Coffee & Petit Fours 
JD. 8 .OOOpp 


fell 




Sweets from our Buffet 
JD. 4.500pp 


Every THURSDAY 
JD. 8. OOOpp 


RESERVATIONS Amman Plaza Hotel Telephone No. 674111 


US — s — 


_ v3C xr 

Trusthouse Porte Hotels. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 77311 1-19 


PROGRAMME ONE 
I5J0 


Koran 

... Programme review 
Chi Mien programmes 
.... Local programme 


Local programme 

.... Programme on Jordan 

News summary 

World Reports 

Local programme 

“AlptT 

Health programme 

Programme review 

News in Arabic 

Arabic series 

Programme review 

Programme on LsLumc art 

Film in Arabic 

. News summary in Arabic. 


23:10 Film (could.) 


PROGRAMME TWO 


Des di iff res el de lettres 

Adventures voyages 

Rue Carnot 

News in French 

French varieties 

News in Hebrew 

Varieties 

News in Arabic 

BiO Cosby Show 

Beauty and the Beast 

News in English 

Feature film; “Right of Way” 


11:60 Country Muse 

11 JO Hitsville: The story of Motown 
ll-W News Summary 

12. -65 Now Music 

13. -00 News Summary 

LkOS Pop Session 

14. -00 News Bulletin 

14:16 fosmunemab 

14:36 Comedy 

15*00 Concert Hoar 

IfeOO News Summary 

IfcOS Instrumentals 

1&38 Old Favourites 

17:00 .... Animal, Vegetable. Mineral 

17 JO Good Vibrations 

18:60 News Summary 

18:05 Spcaal Feature 

18:30 Music 

I!W» Ncwsdesk 

IfeJO Date with a Star 

2BM Evening Show 

21:60 News Summary 

21:05 Evening Show Could. 

21:55 News Summary 

22M Evening Show Coaid. 

23:00 News Summary 

23.-05 Evening Show Could. 

23dS7 News Headlines 

TAM Close Down 


HAVER TIMES 


04^6 

06:19 




14:13 


Ifc36 


VIM 



Good Shepherd’s Church) 
Interdcooiniiuitionnl-eraiiiienieal En- 
gfisfa Service: Saturday &J0 pan. td. 
822605, Rev. Veh. 

The Church ef Jtsw Christ of Latter- 
Day Satan (Mama) Tel. 815817, 
821264. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


17:00 - Bucharest (R0) 

UbOS Cairo (MS) 

1&3S PUrisfAF) 

UfcSS Amsterdam, Istanbul (KL) 

19:15 Frankfort (LH) 

2M6 Zurich, Lanuca (SR) 

Ms 15 Baghdad (LA) 

0fc25 London .Cairo (BA) 


Another increase on temperature' 
win occur and clouds appear on diffe- 
rent altitudes. Winds wiD be light and 
variable becoming sou t heasterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds win be north- 
easterly moderate and seas calm. 


ZAJKjru 

Dr. Abdul ^ Br rr | Khariiaihnch .. ( — ) 
KhaBfeh pharmacy ... — ........ 965417 


EMERGENCIES 


CHURCHES 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Tarminal 1) 


MmJImax. temp. 

Amman 8/20 

Aqaba 12/25 

Deserts 4/22 

Jordan VaDey 11/26 


MUSEUMS 


RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. AM & 99 MHz. FM 
A partly on 9X0 KHz. SW 


Tel: 774111-19 


"Children's Heritage and Science 
Mascara," Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, phis a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. • 6:00 p.m. 
Closed on Friday. 


07r90 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 

97:30 

Newsdesk 


08:00 


centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 




I0ri)5 


Year-round. Tel. 651760. 


Assemblies of God Church, Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Td. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Carbolic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Chudi of the Awradatfen (Raman 
Catholic) Jabal Lnwcibdeb, Td. 
637440. 

De la Sale Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Td. 661757. Sonday 
pn gfWt m yff f (summer time 6 p.m., 
winter time 5 p.m.). 

Temsanta Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luweftxteh, mam in 1 Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday ax 5:30 
p.m. Td: 622366 

Church of the A n n un c ia tion (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdah. Td. 623541. 
AngBcan Own-da (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, TeL 625383. 
chaplain's residence td. 628543. 
Ar m e nia n Catholic Church Adnafieh, 
Td. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Asfaxa- 
fieh. Td. 775261. 

SL Epfaraba Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Td. 771751. 

Annnan Intcrnariond Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisani. Td. 
685326. 

Evangdkal Lattms Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Shut, td. 811295. 

Rdabtnr Congregation (meets at the 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) infnnnatioa depart- 
ment at Use Queen AEa International 
Airport TeL (OB) 53200-5. where it- 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


19--I0 Aqaba ( 

09:10 Damascus ( 

09:15 — Jeddah ( 

09*0 Cairo ( 

0*45 Dubai Aim Dhabi | 

tfc55 Doha. Bahrain ( 

1040 Dhahran. Kuwait 

IfcM Calcutta ( 

16:15 Lanuwat 

17'M Athens ( 

17:30 .... New York. Amsterdam/ 

17:45 London, Geneva / 

18:10 — ...... Casablanca. Tunis ( 

18J0 .. Bangkok ( 

19*0 Tripoli ( 

19s4S Rome( 

90M .... Baghdadi 


ffcSS Aqaba (RJ) 

10M0 1 Tripoli (RJ) 

lfc45 Rome (Rl) 

11:10 Atthens/RJ) 

12:10 Lamaca (RJ) 

12=15 Paris(Rj) 

12:15 Frankfurt, London (RJ) 

lfe40 Abu Dhabi. Kuwait (RJ) 

20:10 Baghdad (RJ) 

20:15 Vienna. Miami (RJl 

2i:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

2fc20 Cairo HU) 

2930 Dnbai, Muscat (RJ) 

2LH Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21J0 Singapore, Kuata Lumpur (RJ) 
22*0 Banrkok fRJl 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 17, Aqaba 23. Humidity readings: 
Amman 45 per cent.- Aqaba 32 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


Gvil Defence Directorate 661111 

Oral Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

Gv0 Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoBee 192, 621 111, 637777 

Fire Brigade 198.891228 

Blood Bank 778303 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 639141 

Pubfic Security Directorate 

656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints 605800 


Price Comptainls 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints - 787111 

Telephone Information 

( dir ectory assistance ) 12 

Overseas QtDs 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repain 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repaira . — 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan :.... 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 648411,636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen AEa IntL Airport 08-52000 


The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahfi, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, ALMtduqreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marta 891611/15 

Qoceo AEa Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155. 

ZARQA: 

Zuq* Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
IbnSma Hospital (09)986732 

XRB1D: 

Princess Banna Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Dm AlNafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


NIGHT DUTY 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Tsrmimd 2) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Tanninal 2) 


0636 Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

13:10 Tunis mj) 

14J0 Bahrain. Muscat (GF) 

15*0 Kuwait (KU) 

15G0 Ankara, Istanbul (TK) 

1&40 Riyadh (SV) 

18:15 Bucharest (RO) 

1&50 Cairo (MS) 

1M5 Baghdad (AF) 

2905 Sana’a (LH) 

0L3O Bagdad (IA) 


AMMAN: 

Dr. RamaAlMaraawi 894788 

Dr. SalahAlEsood 649028 

Dr. CTtimutn Mustafa 774024 

Dr. Zem ZagMonl 638591 

Firas pharmacy — 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 77f736 

A1 Asema p harmacy 637056 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shm fimii pharmacy .... ... 637660 


12=10 Kuwait (TU) 

13J5 Muscat, Bahrain (GF) 

KowaitflCU) 

14=30 Dtnhran(TK) 

ISM Riyadh (SV) 


TAXIS: 

AlJofehtaxi 776061 

AlQasi(AbuJoudeh)taxi 743806 

Wham taxi 776273 

Ra'ndtaxi 898633 

Rowda taxi 741572 

Umayyataxi 775780 

Muabtaxi 893092 


MARKET PRICES 


Upper/lower once in 

ApP*e 

Banana ..... 

Raroma (Mnkammar) ...... 

Beans 


Carrots 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 

Dates 


BvUctia supplied by the Department of 

Meteorology. 


1RB1D: 

Dr. 22yad A1 Aaraj 

Al Sbaraa’ pharmacy 


(-) 

985238 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaBtfi Maternity. J.Amn... 644281/6 

Akil f.h Mateniily, J. Anzn 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maicrnify 642362 

Ma&as.J. Annnan ... 636140 

Pakstine, Shnwasani 664171/4 

S hme is wB Hospital 66913] 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 


Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (targe)- 

Marrow (small) 

Orange (ShamiBoati) 


Onion (dry) .... 



ceppor (sweet) 

Potato .................. 

Radt&h 


Tomatoes 


... 350 / 300 
300 / 250 
... 430 / 400 
... 130/100 
™ 280/220 
_ 260 / 200 
... 300 / 240 
_ 650/550 
90/ 60 
... 200/150 
... 320/280 

— 170/120 
... 200/160 

— 150/100 
... 220/160 
...320/260 

- 240 / 200 
... 200/160 

320 / 260 
... 320/260 
280 / 200 
... 120/100 
_ 160/120 

- 220/160 
„. 350 / 300 


FOR FRIDAY 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

l<fcO0 Koran 

10:28 Children programme 

11:20 Religious programme 

11:30 Friday’s prayer 

12:20 Religious programme 

1£50 Religious seminar 

Ul 20 Sports programme 

I4riM FootlaU match 

15^0 The world around is 

16:10 Feature film 

17 JO Message from Oman 


18.-00 News summary in Arabic 

ISM Local programme 

19t25 Local programme 

19:40 Prognunne review 

2fcO0 Ncsvsin Arabic 

2fc30 Arabic series 

21:48 Local programme 

22t28 Varieties 

23bto News summary in Amine 

23:10 Vanclyprogrmmc(contd.) 


22.-00 NewsinEngfish 

22M Falcon Crttf 

23:10 Three's Company 


RADIO IORDAN 


855 KHz. AM Jt 99 MHz. FM 
A partly on 9560 KHz. SW 
Tet 774111-19 


13^5 Country Music 

14:00 ............ NewsBufletm 

14:10 Jordan Weekly 

14^1 * Jordan Weekly 

itol In Concert 

lfe00 News Summary 

Hfc05 Good Old Days 

1630 Okl Favourites 

1758 In Concert 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


PROGRAMME TWO 
17:30 feature film: “Where’s the 
Seventh Group'' 

1M0 Ntwsin French 

19:15 Sciences a la une 

IM8 News in Hebrew 

2feO0 News in Arabic 

2&30 Charles in Charge 

21:10 Bergerac 


9740 Light Music 

97 J0 Newsdesk 

0feOO Morning Show 

MM Nevra Summary 

10^5 Morning Show Contd. 

1U0O NewsSummary 

11* ListcnCTs’ Choke 

12^0 News Summary 

Lfc05 Listenera' Choice 

1239 Country Mum:. 

LMO News Summary 


UfcOI News Su mma ry 

18ri» Tbp Twenty 

Music 

39M Jordan is History 

2930 Pop Talk 

21 M Jazz Hour 

22M Rhythm and Bfaies- 

2340 Thirty Minute Theatre 

23J0 Comedy 

24 M — ... Close Down 


This ru/armation h st^ppScd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mformarion depart- 
meat at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (08) 53200-5, where if 
should always be verified 


IfcflO .. 

1&45 .. 

Abu Dhabi, Kuwait 

17* .. 


17:10 .. 


17:55 .. 


1830 .. 



ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(TermtnaJ 1) 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2 ) 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal i) 


Ohn Aqaba 

0*35 Jeddah 

0930 - Cairo 

ten ............... Dubai, Muscat 

Kh55 Doha, Bahrain 


■*35 Baghdad (Al 

- - KwrachifPi 

12s4S — Abu Dhabi (Gi 

13^5 — KawBBtflCl 

15:15 . — Dubai (EF 

1635 Athens. Damascus (0/ 

lfcSS — Jeddah. Medina (S^ 

IMS Cairo (Ml 

»®5 — Beirut (MI 


teS Aqaba (RJ) 

ltiM Brussels, New York, MMou- 
treal (RJ) 

lb40 Istanbul (RJ) 

lk45 Vietma, Chicugo, Los Angeles 
(RJ) 

12:15 Rankftm, Copenhagen (RJ) 

1230 Cairo (RJ) 

1M8 Kuwait, Dbabran (RJ) 

Bahrain, Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

tell Baghdad (RJ) 

29d5 NewDcIM (RJ) 

2fe2§ .. Cairo (RJ) 

29S39 Dubai, Kar achi (RJ) 

1150 Damascus (RJ) 


0L3S ... 
0fc25 .... 
•fen 
8K35 
10:10 ... 
U3* ... 
1M5 
15M 
16:15 ... 
1739 
17:55 ... 
Ite5» ... 


- Paris (AF) 

■- Istanbul, Amsterdun (KL) 

— Cairo. London (BA) 

— Lamaca, Zurich (SR) 

— „■ Frankfrut(LH) 

- Damascus, Tripoli (PK) 

Dote, Abu Dhabi® 

* Kuwait (KU) 

— - Dsnasas. Dubai lEKl 
Dffinascui, Athens (OAJ 

Jeddah CSV) 

. — Cairo (MS) 


DEPARTURES 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


0fcS7 

flftW 

ILB 

Md3 

Sfe36 

vim 


Fajr 

-..(Stmrne)Dnla 

— Dtmhr 

— * ‘Aar 


m 


i ^ 


(Coutimed from page 1> 
Arafat visa 

to his speech, Gorbachev ex- 
pressed deep regret that the Un- 
ited States deniM a visa to Pales- 
ttoe Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) rhaTf tiwm Yasser Arafat 
and expressed his solidarity with 
foe FLO. 

“We voice our deep regret over 
foe mddent and our solidarity 
with tbc Palestine Liberation 
Organisation,” Gorbachev said. 

Speaking in the.context of foe 
problem of settling regional con- 
flicts, he said: “I have to express 
my c^imoa on foe serious tod- 
dent that has recently affected the 
work of this session.” 

He continued: “The chairman 
of an organisation which has 
observer status at - the United 
Nations was not allowed by U.S.* 
authorities to come to New York 
to address the General Assembly. 
I am referring to Yasser Arafat,” 

This happened at a time when 
the PLO “has made a construc- 
tive step which facilitates the 
search for a solution of foe Mid- 
dle East problem with the in- 
volvement of the United Nations 
Security Council," Gorbachev 
said. 
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News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY DECEMBER 8-9, 1988 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION: .Jbntan Wai take part in an 
international conference on education organised in Geneva by the 
United Nations Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), 
according to a statement by the conned of ministers Wednesday. The 
statement said that a Jordanian delegation ied by Minister of 
Education Thouqan Hindawi and .grouping representatives of the 
Ministries of Education and Higher Education will take part in the 
coming meetingwiricb will open on Jan-. 9, 1989. The coming meeting 
will discuss issues pertaining to education -and means of advancing 
educational systems in UNESCO-member countries. (Petra) 

SOCIETY FOR FAMILY PROTECTION: A special committee 
preparing for the establishment of National Society for Famil; 
Protection in Jordan announced Wednesday that it has finalised worl 
on the- statute of the projected society which will be charged with 
supervising the work of all branches in the country. According to 
Abdul Rahim Salem. -Ministry of Social Development's assistant 
secretary general, new branches for the Jerusalem-based society will 
be allowed to open m various parts of the country. The society has 
branches operating in Amman, Irbid and Salt, .and its members 
number around 300. (Petra) 

TELEPHONE SERVICES: Progress on work to establish a centre 
to improve telephone services, operated by the Telecommunications 
Corporation- (TCC), was inspected in Irbid Wednesday by TCC 
Director Genera) and Swedish Ambassador to Jordan Lars Lonn- 
back. Sweden is contributing to die project which aims to modernise 
the telephone services and to give advanced training to TCC 
personnel. A team of Swedish engineers and specialists are employed 
on the project alongside Jordanians, according to TCC officials here. 
The ambassador and the TCC director met with Irbid Governor 
Akram A1 Nasser and discussed telephone services in the Irbid 
region. (Petra) 

GOVERNMENT IMPOSES FINES: The military court Wednes- 
day passed sentences imposing fines on ajiumber of people following 
their violations of the supply law number 24 for the year 1974. The 
fines ranged from JD 10 to JD 150. If the fines are not paid then 
prison sentences will be imposed corresponding to the amounts of the 
fine. Tbe military governor endorsed these sentences. (Petra) 

DOCTORS GET. CERTIFICATES: The Royal College of 
Surgeons in Glasgow Wednesday granted its highest fellowship 
scientific certificates to Jordanian doctors Lt. -General Dr. Dawood 
Hananiya and Lt. -Colonel Dr. Safwan :A1 Khasawneh from the 
Jordanian Armed Forces medical corps. The college dean and a 
number of staff members attended the ceremony. (Petra) 

YOUTH ART: Tbe Spanish ambassador in Amman Wednesday 
opened an art exhibition, at the Spanish Cultural Centre, entitled 
“The Youth Art." The exhibition contains 101 paintings by fifty 
Jordanian artists. The paintings depict various forms of soda! life in 
Jordan. The exhibition will run through Dec. 31. (Petra) 


YWCA choir: A sound 
coming from the heart 


By Jean-Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Continuing what 
has now become a tradition, the 
Young Women Christian Asso- 
ciation (YWCA) community 
choir will give a series of concerts 
featuring Christmas carols and 
religious music. The choir will 
give three performances at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC) 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
Dec. .9, 10 and 11. .. . 

Conducted by Karim ) Bawab, 
its founder, the choir has grown 
to 55 members, some of them 
having been with the ensemble 
since its creation, Tania Naser, 
Roula Habash, Sarnia Ghannoum 
(pianist and assistant conductor) 
and some of them newcomers, 
Bernadette and Pierre Lahalle, 
Gaetan de Trogoff, as well as 
piano accompanist Joseph Hurlan 
Villadiego. 

The YWCA choir delivers 
more than good music, they de- 
liver genuine Christmas joy. Tbe 
programme of this year includes 
well known carols, Arabic Christ- 
mas songs, traditioaals but also 
“heavier” numbers: selection 


from two masses by Mozart, the 
Coronation Mass in C and the 
Missa Brevis in C. 

For the known carols the audi- 
ence mil be invited to share 
Christmas spirit by singing with 
tbe choir “Silent Night,” “Jingle 
Bells” and “Child In A Manger.” 
A beautiful “Ave Maria” written 
by the late Augustine Lama, in 
Jerusalem will be interpreted by 
soloist soprana Tania Naser. 


MUSIC REVIEW 


Attending a rehearsal of the 
choir and seeing their smile and 
obvious enthusiasm to work 
together on the non-profit project 
is believing in team work. For the 
last ten days preceding the con- 
certs, the group has been rehears- 
ing every evening, and this in 
spate of the regular daily occupa- 
tion of each of its members. 

This intensive work: seems re- 
warding, the result being heard as 
not only high quality choral 
sound but also very expressive 
and coming from the heart. 

The YWCA choir, a group to 
follow up dosely, and a series of 
concerts not to miss. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 


■fr A plastic art exhibition by eight Jordanian artists at Abdul 
Hamid Shontan Foundation in which more titan 69 paintings 
are on display. 

* An exhibition on Aila, an Islamic medieval city, port of 
Palestine and tbe storehouse of HJjaz on (he China Sea, at the 
Department of Antiquities’ Registration and Research Centre. 

* A co m bined exhibit of watercolours, oil paintings and prints 
including works by: Flryal Azami, Diana Shamoonki, Rhna 
Farah, and few other artists, with a display of wall hangings by 
Yvone Yassine on popular Nursery Rhyme Themes at tbe Hotel 
Jordan Intercontinental Gallery. 

* An exhibition of drawings and watercolours of German 
-Romanticism at the Fine Arts Department, the Yannonk 
University. 

-& The a nnua l book exhibition of the Yarraouk University which 
indad e s academic , scientific and ctdtarai books besides exhibit- 
ing dictionaries and scientific encyclopaedias. 

* A Yugoslavian art exhib itio n at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

dr A military exhttltio a which displays military books, photos for 

His Majesty King Hussein, and paintings by senrd Jordanian 
artists at Jernsh Municipality Library. 

☆ An art exhibition by Iraqi artist Latif Itxwi at Ai WasitiGallery 
for plastic art — &00 p.m. 

■fr An exhibition displaying Jordanian and Palestinian embroider- 
ies, children’s toys, Christmas decorations, patchwork, appli- 
ques and doth paintings at the Goethe Institute —.4:00 p.m. 

☆ An art exhib ition by Friends of Plastic Art in Gulf countries at 
the National Gallery. 

* Museum of Jordanian Heritage. Etnographk and archaeologic- 

al display, of the development of hmnan civilisation in Jordan. 
At Yartnouk University, Irbid. Open daily, except Tuesday, 
from KhOO 5:00 p.m. 

☆ The youth’s arttadtdutiou which displays 101 paintings showing 
the different aspects of soda! life hi Jordan at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre. ’ - 

LECTURE 


4 Mr. Ghani Shernirh wffl talk on the anthropology of business,* 
and the differences between 'Hade rihuatm in Britain and the 
Mkkfle East at the British Council — 5:00 p.m. 



Rifai, UAE minister discuss ties 


Prime Minister Zaid Rifai conferred in his office 
Wednesday with Mr. Jasem Mohammad Al Kbor- 
afi. Finance Minister of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), on bilateral relations and means of boost- 
ing economic cooperation. Ministers of Finance, 


Industry and Trade and Kuwait's ambassador to 
Jordan Suleiman Salem Al Fnsam attended tbe 
meeting. Khorafi is taking part in the meeting of 
tbe Council of Arab Economic Unity in Amman. 


Gulf artists to launch first 
exhibition in Jordan today 


By Rania Atalla 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A group of 18 Arab 
artists from Gulf countries, the 
Gulf Corporation Councfl Art 
Friends (GCCAF). will launch 
their first exhibition of “plastic 
arts" in Jordan Thursday at the 
National Art Gallery under the 
patronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Basma. 

Established in October 1985. 
the GCCAF comprises 20 male 
and female artists from various 
Gulf countries who, though not 
constituting a “school of art” as 
such, bring together various ex- 
periences of art in the Gulf coun- 
tries. 

“We are still at the beginning 
of the road.” said Yusef Ahmad, 
a member of the GCCAF. “We 
need to promote our work and 
expose if at the local. Arab and 
international levels. 

Members of the GCCAF admit 


their group represents a “sam- 
ple” of artists in tbe Gulf area, 
and “not necessarily the best” 
artists. The 18 artists are gradu- 
ates of institutions all over the 
world, from Moscow to the U.S., 
and from Cairo. Baghdad and 
Kuwait to Paris. 

The group’s exhibition in Jor- 
dan, which runs through Jan. 7. 
1989, is the 12th in the region, the 
first one having taken place in 
Abu Dhabi. Members of the 
group have also displayed their 
work in Kuwait, Cairo, Tunis, 
and Spain. 

“The GCCAF has given us the 
chance to meet, discuss issues, 
and make plans for the future,” 
said artist Thurayya Al Qudsi 
who owns a gallery in Kuwait. 
“The distinctive feature of our 
group is that we have created 
rapprochement and cooperation 
among us. and we are constantly 
seeking to improve our stan- 
dard,” she added. 


Arab Transport Bridge 
assembly to meet in Cairo 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — The 
general assembly meeting of the 
Arab Maritime Bridge, which 
groups Iraq. Jordan and Egypt, 
will meet in Cairo Monday with 
the participation of the ministers 
of transport in the three coun- 
tries, according to an announce- 
ment here Tuesday. 

The announcement was made 
by Iraqi Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Mohammad 
Zubeidi who said that the meet- 
ing will be devoted to discussing a 
plan for expanding the company’s 
operations and activities by land 
and sea, and increasing the com- 
pany’s fleet to cope with the 


growing demand on transport be 
tween the three countries and 
with the Arab World. 

Under tentative proposals 
within the expansion plan, bucks 
owned by people in the three 
countries can move freely be- 
tween Egypt. Jordan and Iraq 
transporting goods via the boat 
ferries operating between Aqaba 
and Nweibeh in Sinai, the minis- 
ter said. 

The coming meeting he said 
will discuss the prospect of trans- 
porting passengers as well as 
goods and vehicles to destinations 
in the three countries. 


Egyptian universities admit 
required number of students 


CAIRO (Petra) — Egyptian uni- 
versities have admitted the re- 
quired number of Jordanian stu- 
dents who have now embarked 
on their studies and there is no 
more room for additional num- 
bers for the current academic 
year, according to the cultural 
attache at the Jordanian embassy 
here, Fayez Rabieh. 

Rabieh said that a special office 
operating in Cairo took charge of 
the registration of Jordanian stu- 
dents, and made arrangements 
for their accommodation upon 
their arrival in the Egyptian 
capital. 

The students, Rabieh added. 


have been oriented on the 
courses and examination systems 
in various universities by the 
office staff which worked under 
the supervision of tbe Jordanian 
embassy. 

According to Rabieh, all stu- 
dents accepted for the 1988-1989 
academic year at Egyptian uni- 
versities had been nominated by 
the Ministry of Higher Education 
in Amman. The Egyptian minis- 
ter of higher education, will pay a 
visit to Jordan shortly to sign an 
agreement with his Jordanian 
counterpart Nassereddin Al 
Assad on cooperation in higher 
education, Rabieh added. 


Most displayed goods sold 
at Jordanian fair in Cairo 


CAIRO (Petra, J.T.) — Most of 
the Jordanian national products 
displayed at the First Jordanian 
industrial fair in 'Cairo have been 
bought up by individuals and 
companies visiting the fair, and 
there is a prospect of extending 
the duration of the fair, which is 
due to end on Dec. 10, the fair 
director and economic counceilor 
at . the Jordanian embassy in 
Cairo, Mohammad Alawneh. 
announced Wednesday. 

Alawneh said he was discussing 
with the Egyptian authorities the 
question of extension in view of 
file huge number of visitors to the ' 
fair and the great demand on 
Jordanian products. 

A total of 120 Jordanian firms 
have displayed products at the 
fair which opened on Dec. 1, 

988, and according to a Jorda- 
nian-Egyptian agreement, the 
fair can sell up to S2 million worth 
of products directly to the public 
or through contracts with Egyp- 
tian importers. 

The fair displayed Jordanian 


foodstuffs, paint, clothes, re- 
frigerators, washing machines, 
sweets, detergents, car filters, gas 
ranges, insulating material, orien- 
tal ornaments, marble and glass 
products. 

Alawneh said that in tbe first 
six days of the 10-day fair nearly 
all the clothing products, food- 
stuffs and sweets were sold out 
and only a few gas ranges, 
washing machines and refrigera- 
tors' remained. 

Jordanian and Egyptian 
businessmen and merchants held 
several meetings in Cairo and 
concluded a number of deals to 
import Jordanian products, 
according to Alawneh. 

He said that attaches at Arab 
and foreign embassies in Cairo 
were among the visitors of the 
fair, which was opened by the 
Egyptian Minister of Economy 
and. Foreign Trade Yusri Mus- 
tapha. 

Tbe fair was the fourth of its 
kind to be held in Arab countries-] 


One artist summed up tbe 
effect of the group's work as 
follows: “Continued cooperation 
between Arab artists has filled a 
great gap that has been left 
vacant by politicians. We hope 
this is the beginning of the road 
towards more cooperation in the 
field of arts among Arab coun- 
tries. 

Another artist admitted that 
two years was too little time for 
the group to folly develop their 
thoughts and ideas. “We are now 
at the stage of proving our exist- 
ence,” the artist said. “Later on, 
we will develop our thought and 
artistic vision to be able to pre- 
sent them on both the Arab and 
international levels.” 

On Sunday, and at the same 
gallery. Saudi Arabian artist 
Munirah Muwsaly will talk about 
art in Saudi Arabia. 


PTC honours employees 
for distinguished services 


AMMAN (Petra) — A group of 22 employees 
working for the Public Transport Corporation 
(PTC) were Wednesday honoured and offered 
awards for their distinguished efforts, which re- 
flected very positively on the PTC’s operations in the 
current year. 


The 22 employees include bus 
drivers, technicians and workers, 
as well as those doing administra- 
tive jobs for tbe corporation. 

They were all presented with 
financial awards, and certificates 
of merit, in addition to. annual 
allowances. 

The awards were presented to 
the honoured group by Minister 
of Transport and Telecom- 
munications Khaled Al Haj Has- 
san at a ceremony attended by a 
number of officials. 

On the occasion, the minister 
delivered a speech paying tribute 
to the workers “who did their 
best to serve the public and their 
own corporation." 


“Through their strenuous 
efforts, these employees were 
able to contribute positively to 
the improvement of tbe corpora- 
tion's standard of services and 
helped the PTC to raise sufficient 
revenues to pay off its loans,” the 
minister said. 

“Indeed, the PTC’s achieve- 
ments are a source of pride for 
the country as a whole,” the 
minister added. 

PTC Director General 
Mohammad Jamil A bid Tayyeb 
said in a speech that honouring 
the 22-member group manifests 
the country’s concern over the 
workers and its appreciation of 
their achievements. 


The PTC this year was able to 
reduce the deficit in its budget to 
zero and was able to pay off all 
the loans and their interests to the 
banks after purchasing spare 
parts for the buses," Abui 
Tayyeb noted. 

He voiced hope that the com- 
ing years will witness further 
modernisation of the PTC vehi- 
cles. 

Abul Tayyeb noted that the 
PTC is now planning to fix accu- 
rate timing for the buses operat- 
ing on all routes within the capit- 
al, and a schedule list of the dates 
and timing for each route will be 
distributed free of charge to the 
public. 

Haj Hassan said in a statement 
later that the PTC will be trans- 
formed into a public shareholding 
company by the beginning of 
1989 with the government owning 
the shares of its capital through 
its affiliated organisations. 

He said that the members of 
the public will be allowed to own 
shares in the PTC at a later stage. 


Jordanian-Omani committee 
to meet in Muscat next month 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The joint 
Jordanian-Omani Economic 
Committee will bold a meeting in 
Muscat in the first week of the 
coming month to review the pro- 
cess of economic cooperation be- 
tween the two countries. 

The Jordanian team to the talks will 
be led by Minister of Industry and 
Trade Hamdi Tabbaa who will 
discuss with the Omani officials 
means of boosting the volume of 
trade and ways to strengthen and 
expand economic ties, according 
to the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra. 

Tabbaa, the agency said, will 
be accompanied by representa- 
tives of the Amman Chambers of 
Industry and Commerce, as well 


as the Federation of the Jorda- 
nian Chambers of Commerce and 
the Jordanian Agricultural 
Marketing and Processing Com- 
pany (JAMPCO). 

Last year, the joint committee 
held a meeting in Amman when it 
agreed on a number of measures 
designed to boost trade, and to 
hold trade fairs in the course of 
their cooperation. 

Minutes signed at the end of 
the talks called for providing the 
necessary facilities for increasing 
the volume of Jordanian agri- 
cultural exports to Oman and for 
assisting the Omani side in 
marketing Omani agricultural 
produce in neighbouring Arab 
states. 


The minutes also provided for 
Jordan to offer training to Omani 
personnel in tourism, and sending 
Jordanian experts to train Oma- 
nis in Muscat. 

In accordance with the mi- 
nutes, a Jordanian industrial fair 
was organised in Muscat last 
January, with 63 Jordanian firms 
displaying samples of thier pro- 
ducts. It was the second fair of its 
kind to be held in Oman. 

Last April, an Omani delega- 
tion visited Jordan and signed an 
economic cooperation protocol 
which aimed at enhancing ties 
between the two countries, espe- 
cially in launching joint ventures 
in Jordan. 


A friendly voice echoes the truth 


By N^jwa Najjar 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — To many, the mod- 
esty, characteristic of a man who 
has received world acclaim for his 
works on the Middle East, in 
particular on the plight of tbe 
Palestinian people, and who has 
contributed considerably to the 
promotion of the Palestinian 
cause in Britain and worldwide, 
remains an enigma. 

One of the first Western voices 
to speak out on behalf of the 
Arabs, Michael Adams, was re- 
luctant to tell about his accom- 
plishments during a recent visit to 
Amman. In an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Adams preferred 
to skip details, as he related the 
events be lived and witnessed 
during 32 year in tbe region. 

Becoming a journalist was 
Adams wish from a very young 
age, although he later obtained a 
bachelor’s degree from Oxford 
University in history with emph- 
asis on Italian history. However, 
becoming a full-time journalist in 
the Middle East was the farthest 
thing from Adams mind when he 
landed in the job of the Middle 
East correspondent for Tbe 
Guardian in 1956. Immediately 
he was sent to cover the Suez 
Canal crisis. Prior to departure he 
asked his editor why he was 
chosen, “they told me that they 
wanted someone with an open 
mind.” 

Thirty six years at the time, 
Adams had already experienced 
much in life. He was a prisoner of 
war for four years in Germany 
during World War II. He had 
later travelled extensively in 
Europe, barely making ends 
meet. Although his living situa- 
tion improved when he was 
offered a travel scholarship in the 
U.S.. he witnessed the Kentucky 
trial, at the end of Senator Joseph 
McCarthy’s drive against Com- 
munist's which had an effect on* 
his life. ‘Twenty years later I saw 
the same behaviours echoed in 
Palestine,” he said. 

These .experiences “conjured 
up the injustice prevailing and the 
need to do something about it,” 
said Adams. He goes into further 
detail on how the events he ex- 
perienced led him to defend the 
Middle East in his book “The 
Untravelled World. " Although - 
the book was published in 1984, it 
only covers Middle East history 
up to the Suez Canal crisis. “The 
idea (of the book) was to answer 
to those people who ask why I 
have taken such stands on the 
Middle East,” he said. 

In fact Adams pro-Arab stand 
was a major factor behind The 
Guardian's loss of 30,000 to 
40,000 of its readers in 1956. The 
newspaper, which only had a 
circulation of 180,000, was 
printed in Manchester — tbe dty 
in England with the largest Jew- 
ish population. From the first 


day. The Guardian stood against 
the Suez crisis, “but I think that if 
the crisis continued for three 
more months, the paper would 
have never made it.” 

Adams remained in the Middle 
East after the crisis was over. 
Moving to Beirut, where be met 
and was influenced by “articulate 
and intellectual” personalities in- 
cluding Walid KhaJidi and the 
Salam family. “I found the injus- 
tice in what they told me, and I 
wrote on it, but the Palestinian 
issue was dormant during the 
1950’s, no one was thinking of a 
solution.” 

Zn 1961 he left the region for 
Italy, believing that there was 
“nothing for me to cover.” 

Return to the Middle East 

He returned in 1967 when the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) asked him to do three 
programmes on the condition of 
the Arab World after 1967. Tbe 
information he gathered were 
also incorporated into a book 
“Chaos or Rebirth?” published in 
1968. 

Despite the losses the Arab 
World suffered in 1967, Adams, 
believes that had the 1967 war not 
occurred and bad tbe Israelis not 
occupied the West Bank and 
Gaza, tbe stagnant situation of 
the Palestinians would have con- 
tinued. 

Via ting the occupied territor- 
ies immediately after tbe war was 
the turning point in Adam's pro- 
fessional life. He saw many of the 
measures still being used today by 
the Israelis to quell any resist- 
ance, including punitive curfews 
and harassment of women and 
children in the refugee camps: 
“Although I was a prisoner of 
war, I wasn’t treated as badly as 
the Israelis were treating the 
women and children of Gaza.” 

What really shocked Adams 
was the erasing of three Latroon 
villages by the Israeli authorities, 
leaving 9,000 people homeless. T 
saw these villages when I entered 
the occupied territories, and 
when I was leaving to the airport- 
they were not there.” 

This “extraordinary and inhu- 
man story” was one of a series-of 
articles on the Palestinians that 
Adams submitted for publishing 
and it was the only one his editor 
did not publish. Described by 
Adams as a “good, honest man,” 
he noted that his editor “just 
could not believe tbe story.” 

Although the story was even- 
tually published in another paper. 
The Sunday Times, six months 
after Adams visit, he .decided 
that new ways of spreading 
awareness on the Palestinian 
cause had ro be explored. 

Ceasing to be a full-time jour- 
nalist, Adams in 1967 joined a 
group of ten other concerned 
individuals to start the CAABU 
(Council for the Advancement of 


Arab-British Understanding). 
Tbe council’s membership has 
now grown to several thousands, 
working mainly as a lobby orga- 
nisation to influence government 
and public opinion in Britain. 

Three years after setting up 
CAABU, Adams embarked with 
Christopher Mayhew on another 
venture to farther help the Mid- 
dle East. This time with a six 
member committee. Middle East 
International was established as a 
monthly magazine with reports 
coming in from all Middle East- 
ern countries. 

During the 1970*s Adam; was 
active in speaking to student au- 
diences, completing a book with 
Mayhew entitled “Publish It 
Not" (1975) and editing “Hand- 
book to the Middle East” (1971). 
A second edition, he worked on, 
has been published this year. 

Palestine Studies Trust 

The most recent of Adams' 
endeavours is the Palestine Stu- 
dies Trust based at Exeter Uni- 
versity. Set up in Jiine 1985, the 
trust has been administered by 
five trustees: Adams, chairman; 
Dr. Anis Al Qasem, vice-chair- 
man; Sir Anthony Parsons, 
treasurer; Leila Mantoura and 
David McDowell. Both Adams 
and Parsons are also research 
fellows at the Centre for Arab 
Gulf Studies. 

With activities not confined to 
Exeter or Britain , the trustees are 
empowered to promote Palesti- 
nian studies anywhere in tbe 
world and will cooperate with 
universities and reseaefa institutes 
in Britain and elsewhere. 

To date, they have assembled 
at Exeter a collection of 
documentary material in the 
. shape of newspaper files and cut- 
tings, articles from publications, 
books and audio-visual meterials 
which throw light on the history 
and the social and economic insti- 
tutes of Palestine from the early 
years of the 20th century. 

Besides encouraging scholarly 
research, tbe trust aims at provid- 
ing better educational opportuni- 
ties than are now available to the 
younger generation of Palesti- 
nians by complementing studies 
undertaken in Palestinian 
academic institutions and enabl- 
ing such studies to be pursued in 
freedom from the pressures of 
occupation in Britain and else- 
where. 

However, tbe ultimate aim of 
the trust, once the financial re- 
sources make it possible, is to 
endow a scholarship programme 
which will enable students, espe- 
cially Palestinians, to undertake 
research projects which have a 
direct bearing on the social and 
economic conditions confronting 
the Palestinian people today and 
in the immediate future. 

Presently, a student from Al 
Najah University in the occupied 


territories is being sponsored by 
the trust at the refugee studies 
programme at Oxford University 
in order to return to establish a 
similar institute at Al Najah. 

These collective and individual 
efforts have contributed to pub- 
lishing Israeli behaviour towards 
Palestinians and Palestinian re- 
sistance in Britain. “The mood in 
England has changed due to 
many things. But democracy 
works slowly in England and in- 
fluencing the public opinion will 
hopefully change government 
policy." 

Since 1967 Adams has been 
visiting the occupied territories 
on a yearly basis. Although he 
was questioned by the Israeli 
authorities and refused a press 
card the first two years, he has 
relatively uo difficulty in entering 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

Lately, he has been meeting 
more Israelis, in particular jour- 
nalists. He believes that hope lies 
in these people. “There are 
enough intelligent people in 
Israel to realise that the situation 
can't continue." 

“As critical as I am of Israeli 
policy, especially today, I am 
more critical of U.S. policy," he 
says, citing a book written by 
Israeli ex-army intelligence chief 
General Mordecbaj Harkabi enti- 
tled, “Israel's Fateful Decisions" 
which basically art ones the U.S. 
for allowing the Israeli to “do 
anything (and get away with it).” 

Opening the eyes of 
Americans 

Although he considers the 
American society “uneducated in 
politics" he believes that if they 
have the facts, “they can see that 
they are accomplices and they can 
come up with a solution, but the 
problem is that they haven't had 
all the facts.” 

The ongoing intifada has re- 
moved the blindfolds from some 
American eyes and has given 
Palestinians the incentive to 
advocate a two state solution, a 
solution previously advocated by 
only a few. 

Despite these changes, Adams 
believes that it will take at least 
another 50 years for the U.$. 
government to change its policy 
and to accept a two state solution, 
which although he considers to be 
unsatisfactory, he sees as the only 
feasible solution in today's cir- 
cumstances. 

“It will become increasingly 
difficult for the Americans to 
continue paying $1,000 for every 
Israeli born and still in fais 
mother’s womb,” he said, adding 
sadly that the situation amid be 
brought to an end quickly, “if 
people were more sensible and 
would realise the futility of des- 
truction.” 

Two other boosk Adams has 
written are “Suez and After” 
(1958j and “Umbria” on Italy 
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One year old and 
growing 

TODAY marks the first anniversary of the Palest ini an 
uprising. On this very day last year, the spark of the 
Palestinian revolt in the West Bank and Gaza Strip was 
touched of by the deliberate ramming of Palestinians in' 
Gaza by an Israeli military truck cansing the death of four. 
In fact the Palestinian intifada had started the very day the 
Israeli armed forces occupied the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
back in 1967 and had been summering ever since. Since that 
fateful day last year, however, the Palestinian struggle 
against Israeli occupation has been assuming ever new 
dimensions and intensity ranging from becoming the deepest 
ever sustained revolt against Israeli occupation and oppres- 
sion to the strongest ever assertion of Palestinian identity on 
Palestinian soil. 

In addition to defying all Israeli expectations that the 
uprising would fizzle oat and dissipate in a matter of few 
weeks, the Palestinian stone throwers and freedom torch 
carriers continued their heroic defiance of the Israeli war 
machine till this day and will continue till they achieve 
freedom. Indeed much harder than the stones hurled at the 
Israeli occupying forces is the iron will of the Palestinian 
people to wage a relentless contest against Israeli occupation 
and oppression till complete liberty and self-determination 
are realised. 

True, the casualty list on the Palestinian side in terms of 
lives and sufferings has been high over the past year. Bnt the 
price could even become higher in the days and months that 
lie ahead as long as Israel persists in ignoring and rejecting 
the legitimate yearnings and aspirations of the Palestinian 
people. Conversely, the struggling Palestinians have not 
refrained from making peaceful overtures to the Israelis and 
have not stopped sending signals at great risks to the unity of 
their ranks that they seek honourable peace and security for 
all sides. Alas, nothing positive and encouraging whatsoever 
has been forthcoming from the Israeli side in return for the 
genuine offers for peace by the Arab side for durable peace 
in tiie Middle East. Instead, the Israeli side maintained the 
rendition of their sterile rejection of all genuine Arab offers 
to engage them in a fruitful dialogue under the aegis of the 
United Nations on the basis of internationally accepted 
norms and standards as enunciated by the United Nations 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. 

Certainly all Arabs from the Atlantic to the Gulf and all 
freedom and peace-loving peoples of the world should salute 
the struggling Palestinians on this solemn day and should 
renew their pledges to honour their commitments to them 
till their rights and aspirations are folly restored. There is 
no going back, for the bells of freedom have tolled in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


THE theme of an editorial in A1 Ra’J Arabic daily Wednesday 
was: the Arab situation in the wake of the Iraqi victory in the Gulf 
conflict and in the light of the ongoing uprising in the occupied 
Arab territories. The paper said that thanks to King Hussein's 
efforts, in ter- Arab relations are now progressing ana solidarity 
among Arab states is at its best. The favourable situation in the 
inter- Arab relations is bound to help the nation confront the 
conspiracies hatched by the U.S.- Israeli alliance: and dose 
coordination among Arab leaden is bound to help their masses 
deal with any new challenges, the paper said. Hie paper referred 
to the continued displacement of the Palestinian people and the 
injustice done to them over the past four decades as a result of the 
U.S.-Zionist conspiracies, and said that this alliance is not only 
bent on perpetuating this injustice, but is determined to manifest 
hostility from America and Israel towards the Arab Nation to its 
extreme. The paper said the Arab Nation is now self-confident 
and determined to pursue all endeavours for further successes and 
for foiling the oonspirades. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily discusses Saudi Arabian-Soviet 
relations which, despite the absence of formal diplomatic ties,. the 
two sides seem to be handling their mutual affairs in a very 
satisfactory manner. Mahmoud Al Rimawi notes that Saudi 
Arabia had played host to the negotiations over the situation in 
Afghanistan; and lately. King Fahd received the Soviet deputy 
foreign minister, a move that can only indicate the good relations 
binding the two countries. It is a well-known fact that Saudi 
Arabia and the Soviet Union have had no diplomatic ties since 
1939, but this does not prevent Riyadh to maintain its economic 
and even military cooperation with Moscow for the benefit of the 
two countries. Rimawi continues. The writer expresses the 
opinion that formal relations with Moscow are ruled out for the 
present; but the channels of communication are now open wide 
for mutual cooperation, benefittiflg the Soviet Union and the 
Arab World. 

Al Dustour daily describes Prince Hassan’s visit to Baghdad on 
Tuesday as part of Jordan's continued efforts to bolster mutual 
cooperation in all matters of concern to the Arab Nation. The 
paper described Iraqi-Jordanian ties as exemplaxy and based on 
mutual res pert and cooperation, reflecting the pan- Arab orienta- 
tion by the two leaderships and serving as model for other Arab 
states. Hie past few years witnessed real progress in the mutual 
relations in economic, political and commercial fields, and served 
as the best manifestation of what successes close coordination can 
achieve for the two parties, the paper noted. 

Sawt Al Shaab wrote also on Prince Hassan’s visit to Baghdad 
where he delivered a message from. King Hussein to the Iraqi 
president on cunent Arab issues and bilateral cooperation. The 
visit at this stage comes within the framework of inter-Arab 
cooperation in support of the Palestinian people and the PLO in 
the struggle to regain usurped rights, the paper noted. It said that 
King Hussein is spearheading pan-Arab efforts in support of the 
Palestinians and also for the sake of ensuring the convening of an 
international conference to help bring peace to the Middle East. 
The King, for this sake, is now enlisting the active participation of' 
Iraq which came out victorious from the Gulf conflict and Egypt 
has lent continued support to pan-Arab causes, the paper added. 


Revolt f n occupied Palestine 


By Muhammad Hallaj 

Or. Hallaj is Director of the Palestine Research and Educational 
Centre in Washington, D.C., and the editor of the monthly 
magazine Palestine Perspectives. The bftide is reprinted from the 
spring issue of American Arab Affairs magazine. 

TENSIONS in occupied Palestine simmered throughout 1987 
and reached the boiling point as the end of the year approached. 
In the fall, the Arab Studies Society in Jerusalem reported 17 
"political killings” from the beginning of the year to the middle of 
September. It alto reported 129 serious injuries, seven expul- 
sions, 103 new administrative-detention orders, 77 town arrests, 
50 curfews, 48 closures of Palestinian institutions, and 86 house 
demolitions and sealings. The report concluded that Israeli 
violence in the occupied territories — steadily increasing since 
1983 — indicated that "1987 may prove to be as bloody as 1982.” 
The report prophetically added that “it is important to note that 
nearly half of all serious injuries and one quarter of all killings by 
occupation forces in 1986 occurred in the last month of the year 
(December).” 

Throughout the year, warning signs of an impending explosion 
multiplied. The media, in Israel and elsewhere, repeatedly called 
attention to this fact. On October 14, the Jerusalem Posf 
editorialised that Israel was sitting on a volcano. “The image of a 
country living in the shadow of a volcano is not inappropriate for 
Israel today,” it wrote. 

The expected finally happened. The seething tensions in 
occupied Palestine erupted in early December 1987 and quickly 
spread to become the most intense, general and sustained uprising 
in 20 years of Israeli occupation, and the most costly. At the time 
of this writing (in the middle of April 1988), the uprising was in its 
fifth month. More than 140 Palestinians have been killed by 
Israeli soldiers and settlers, and more than 1,000 have been 
wounded. More than 5,000 (some estimates say more than 
10,000) people were detained — in some cases whole families — 
and processed through "assembly-line justice,” provoking a strike 
by lawyers who found themselves unable to protect the due- 
process rights of their clients. 

Places of worship and hospitals were invaded and teargassed, 
the wounded were seized from their hospital beds and doctors and 
nurses were roughed up as they tried to protect their patients. 
Curfews were imposed on whole towns and refugee camps for 
extended periods, causing food shortages. Women who defied the 
curfew to forage for food for their families were frequently beaten 
and their food supplies destroyed. U.N. trucks carrying food for 
besieged refugee populations were turned back. Twelve Palesti- 
nians were deported, and a number of others waited to follow 
them as Israel defied a unanimous U.N. Security Council 
resolution against its policy of deportation. 

A policy of indiscriminate and brutal beatings was approved by 
the Israeli government, giving license to Israeli soldiers to break 
.into homes and beat up people. By the end of January, Al Fajr 
newspaper reported from Jerusalem (January 31, 1988) that more 
than 427 Palestinians had been hospitalised as the result of 
beating with clubs and rifle butts, many of them with broken 
bones. UNRWA (United Nations Relief and Works Agency) sources 
said that 127 others were treated in UNRWA dimes, and many more 
were treated in private clinics. Foreign correspondents reported that 
some victims refused to seek medical help, fearing arrest. Four 
Palestinians were beaten nearly to death and buried alive. They were 
discovered and rescued by residents after the troops had left the 
scene, alerted by the victims’ shouts for help. 

A number of unborn infants died when tear gas caused 
miscarriages, of which more than 40 cases were reported by Gaza 
hospitals. Fatalities were reported as the result of the beatings 
policy. Hie entire school system in the occupied territories was 
ordered shut down indefinitely. News censorship reached a peak 
when in March the West Bank and Gaza were declared closed 
areas and the media were forbidden access to them. The Palestine 
Press Service in Jerusalem was ordered closed for six months. 

As confrontations often do, the recent uprising in toe occupied 
territories was transformed as it progressed. From a limited 
expression of protest provoked by a specific event, it quickly grew 
into a popular revolt against the whole concept and system of 
foreign military rule. 

It began as a spontaneous outburst of anger at the death of four 
Palestinians on December 8, 1987. when their vehicles were 
rammed by an Israeli army truck at a military roadblock in Gaza. 
The following day, the funerals for the dead Palestinians turned 
into protest marches when Israeli soldiers responded with lethal 
force, more Palestinians died, grief turned into anger and protest 
escalated to a mass uprising. 

The confrontation grew more violent. Palestinians pelted 
Israeli soldiers with rocks and bottles and bits of metal, and on 
some occasions attacked them with knives. Three months into the 
uprising, an Israeli soldier was shot dead in Bethlehem in the first 
incident of Palestinian use of firearms against the occupation 
army. Palestinian protesters blocked streets with rocks and 
burning tires to impede Israeli troop movement, and the skies 
darkened with black smoke. The occupied territories came to an 
economic standstill as workers stayed away from jobs and a 
commercial strike paralysed commerce. The area increasingly 
acquired the appearance of a war zone. 

The uprising quickly spilled out of the Gaza Strip, where it bad 
begun, into Jerusalem and the rest of the occupied West Bank. 
For a brief period, it reached Arab towns and neighbourhoods in 
Israel in a show of Palestinian unity never witnessed before. And 
it touched all sectors of toe population: young and old, men and 
women, Muslims and Christians, towns and refugee camps. The 
uprising increasingly became a Palestinian popular revolt against 
Israeli rule. 

A new phenomenon 

The uprising signals the advent of a new phase in Palestinian 
resistance to the Israeli occupation and a qualitative change in the 
Israeli -Palestinian relationship. Although everything the Palesti- 
nians had done in the uprising (stoning soldiers, setting up 
road-blocks, commercial strikes) they had done before, and 
although everything the Israelis had done (shooting demonstra- 
tors, demolishing homes, curfews, beating and teargassing protes- 
ters, roundups and deportations) they had done before, the 
totality of the event was unprecedented. It bears out the 
prevailing view that a new and more effective pattern of resistance 
has evolved in the Israeli-occupied territories. In specific terms, 
the uprising reveals the following symptoms of a more mature 
Palestinian challenge to Israel's notion or permanent occupation: 

1. It shows increased capacity to mobilise the population under 
occupation. Never before had participation been so widespread. 
It involved all geographic areas and all segments of the popula- 
tion. From one end of toe country to the other, Palestinians 
responded to the same provocations, used the same methods, 
voiced the same demands and suffered the same retribution.. 
Moreover, Palestinians from Sidon to San Francisco responded to 
the anguish of their people in the occupied territories with 
protests and aid, demonstrating the continued viability of the 
concept of Palestinian nationhood. Hus show of solidarity refutes 
the view that Palestinian national ties have been weakened by toe 
disparate conditions of the Palestinian people's scattered exist- 
ence. 

The heightened solidarity was also shown by the failure of 
traditional Israeli methods to weaken and contain Palestinian 
protests by creating divisions within Palestinian ranks (e.g., 
students vs. merchants), and by infiltrating agents and informers 
to identify leaders and intentions. This time, Palestinian ranks 
proved resistant to division and penetration, a fact which 
diminished Israel's ability to control and subdue toe uprising. 

The greet number of casualties and their indiscriminate natifre 
antagonised segments of the population not previously noted for 
political activism, further strengthening the unity of a community 
under siege. 

• 2. The uprising is unprecedented in toe level of defiance to 
superior force. The courage displayed by unarmed protesters in 
close encounter with armed and trigger-happy soldiers — autho- 
rised to be brutal — testifies to the erosion of Israel’s ability to 


intimidate. Israel’s resort to excessive lethal force to deal with 
protests reflects its recognition of bolder Palestinian resistance. 
Coercion replaced intimidation as the primary instrument of 
control. 

This increased capacity to defy the occupation forces is also 
reflected in the unprecedented duration of the uprising. At the 
time of writing toe uprising was in its fifth month and continuing, 
making it by far the longest Palestinian confrontation with Israel. 

3. The Pales tinians under occupation demonstrated a greater 
ability to bear greater hardships and to absorb greater losses, 
human and material, than they bad done before. The number of 
known Palestinian fatalities so far would be equivalent to more 
than 20,000 dead in a country the size of toe United States. Put 
another way, Pales tinian deaths would be equivalent to more than 
a third of all fatalities suffered by American forces in 10 years of 
war in Vietnam. The number of wounded would exceed 150,000, 
and toe number of detainees would be a million or more. This is a 
staggering level of loss to be sustained in a matter of a few 
months. 

5. The uprising in the occupied territories — by using less 
controversial means of resistance — had a greater impart on 
world opinion than any previous act of Palestinian resistance. 
Even countries which had shown less sensitivity during the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon in 1982 were moved to object to Israel’s 
ruthless brutality. The U.S. government, which had not sup- 
ported any U.N. condemnation of Israel during or subsequent to 
the invasion of Lebanon, broke a six-year moratorium on toe 
see-oo-evil, h ear-no-evil and speak-no-evil policy it had pursued 
regarding Israel. It voted in support of a Security Council 
resolution against the deportation of Palestinians and publicly 
criticised Israel's excessive use of lethal force. True, the vote 
signaled no change in general policy, but it attests to toe 
irresistible moral pressure created by toe resolve and anguish of a 
captive community. Press coverage was more extensive and 
factual than in any previous clash between Arabs and Israelis. 

6. The uprising manifested greater spontaneity in the Palesti- 
nian confrontation with toe occupation. Although it is fallacious 
to conclude — as some have done — that the uprising revealed 
the irrelevance of toe PLO to events in the occupied territories, 
the fart is that the mann er in which the uprising began and spread 
indicates greater local initiative and direction, and greater 
decentralisation in the leadership and diversification in toe 
political forces involved. No leadership or organisation could be 
identified and punished, intimidated or co-opted, a fact which 
accounts for toe durability of the insurrection and Israel’s evident 
confusion about its causes and toe means of containing it. 

The uprising also revealed toe error of toe view that the 
Palestinians under occupation are helpless victims waiting to be 
rescued, a view often used to justify making unreasonable 
concessions to Israel. The uprising demonstrates that toe people 
in the occupied territories ought to be viewed and treated as 
partners in the struggle for their liberation. 

The fart that the uprising has shown creativity in blending 
traditional methods of PLO leadership with local initiative may 
prove to be one of the most significant contributions to more 
effective and sustained Palestinian resistance to toe occupation. 

7. The uprising has shown a strategy of resistance that goes 
beyond the expression of anger. The mass resignation of 
Palestinian policemen and tax collectors indicates a strategy to 
undo toe system of control that the Israeli military government 
had instituted over a period of 20 years. It is toe first practical 
countermeasure to Israel's policy of de facto annexation. Added 
to a spreading boycott of the Israeli economy and cleaning op the 
network of Israeli informers and collaborators, it is bound to 
weaken Israel's hold on the occupied territories and to raise its 
cost. 

The cumulative outcome of these factors is a modified 
environment in the occupied territories, and a new tone in the 
harsh discourse between the occupier and the occupied. It augurs 
an era. in the Ralestinian-Israeii relationship in which Israel can no 
longer count on docile and easily intimidated subjects in its 
colonies. Israel has never come so dose to losing control in toe 
occupied territories. 

The uprising also threatens the Israeli illusion that indigenous 
resistance is the product of external provocation and manipula- 
tion rather than the product of homegrown injustices and 
grievances. More significant for toe future, such a massive revolt 
— even if it is subdued — cannot be uprooted. The uprising, 
therefore, promises sequels if the political issues involved are not 
resolved. It confirms the condusion of the foreign ministers of the 


Our burning soul 


By Sana Atiyeh 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Happy birthday to a people who have proves with 
the stones of (Mr land (and there are so many) that Hwir win to the 
independently and democntkaBy b supreme. 

Happy birthday to the oppressed children of Palestine who arc tbffy 
aware of their basic rights as human beings, to the children who' have 
known nothing bnt foreign and brutal military occupation, who demand 
freedom with their slingshots. 

Happy birthday to the young men and women who sacrifice the most 
pterions thing they own, foortives, to Bberale themselves from bumfoation 
and to make it possible for their folk to live in dignity. 

Happy birthday to the mothers who concern: and mn/tipfy their children 
to condone and stay on the land their ancestors had p/onghed and 
inhabited L 

Happy birthday to the elderly who teach the young to love, protect and 
defend the land that brooght them to the world. 

Happy birthday to a people who made their voice heard aB over the 
globe; to a people who have done more for their Dreedom than anyone dse 
has done for them in foe history of foe Pakssthdan struggle against foreign 
occupation, to a people who are fighting for aB Palestinians everywhere. 

What can we do bnt sympathise with the families and hiends of the 400 
martyrs — mostly young children who wiB never witness a free Palestine, 
bo people who have witnessed occupation of their buid and dBed hoping their 
ffantkbBdrtn’s fotnre would be brighter — whose blood Irrigated the holy 
earth during foe past year; and foe tens of foooands of those who ban been 
wounded, many of whom permanently handicapped. 

What can we do but sympathise with the dozens of young pregnant 
mothers who lost (Mr babies to the fames of American-made tear gas, 
before they could hear their first ay. 

We baB the comage of the more than 20,000 who have wdhstood the beat 
and the fr eez in g winds of d e t e n tio n camps, foe fl w rmaw iHMiiw, MnSd- 

ing and bad treatment and the torture in Okfod upon than daring foe 
Israel’s infamous “interrogation” during foe past 12 months. 

What can we do but try to agonise with foe fedhtg of people bring 
continuously locked up In their homes for days when the enrfews are 
imposed, with cbBdren denied education for most of the year, and with the 
bomdss, the 40 some families whose homes were demolished. We can only 

luniersiund the feeling of the 34 who were deported from foebr country, For 

many of us have been dispersed and tBsposessed for too long. 

The Israelis bare tried everything they can think of to stifle the Intifada; 
they bare demoBsbed homes, deported people, buried Palestinians afire, 

broken l i mh s and bones, shot al both children and adults with real indicts, 
rubber ballets, and lately plastic buBets; they hare spent mBBoas of dollars 
worth of American tear gas camdsters, and they even tried a new machine 
that sprays pebbles and stones al demonstrators. And now after a six-year 
ban, Reagan agreed to seB dnster bombs to Israel “provided they an not 
used against tiritians,” (but who’s asking!). 


But nothing, nothing has stopped the people. And they sbaB continue 
until tbdr demands are met, until foe rest of foe world maria t o wards thdr 
God-given rights. md3 they Ere on then- independent bomehmd. And whBe 
we cringe at oar helplessness, the occupied are fighting far their right to 
fire in independence, and for aB disposed Palestinians' right to naan. 

Today tnarits foe i first birthday of the sacred intifada, the first 
anniversary of foe birth of a new era, a new hope for hriestiahos 
everywhere. 

God bless every mas, woman and child who has thrown a stone and cried 
for fteedom. You are in oor hearts and minds, and after 12 months (and 

who ever thought your blessed rebeHton woold last long enough to celebrate 
an annual anniversary?) you are at our soak. You are our soak. 


European. Community, stated in thdr recent Bonn Declaration, 
that “the status quo in toe occupied territories is not sustainable.’' 

Lessons of the uprising 

The uprising carries messages to every party involve d in t he 
Arab-Israeli conflict, adversaries as well as third parties interested 
in its- management and resolution. Understood^ properly, these, 
messages call for rethinking old strategies; revising old concepts 
and refo rming old habits and methods of dealfag with_ the 
Palestinian- Israeli conflict. Among these lessons of toe uprising 
are the following: V ... 

1. The Palestine question is still a volatile issue, and it is'Stxll 
capable of exploding .with im diminished intensity- After four 
decades, it ought to be dear that this is one conflict that cannot be 
buried alive or entrusted to the healing powers of time alone. 

There are two main reasons why time has been a poor heater of 
fee Palestinian- Israeli conflict. One, die injustices which had 
i gnit ed the conflict in the first place (dispossession and displace- 
ment of the Palestinian people) are reenacted continually in the 
occupied territories. Palestinians are still being dispossessed mad 
expelled, and they continue to be subjected to a variety of other 
daily reminders that their survival as a people is threatened. The 
Palestinians, in other words, are not obstinately nursing an 
ancient grudge. They do not rebel to avenge an ancient injustice. 
They rebel against an unending grievance. Continuing injustice 
provokes continuing resistance. 

Furthermore, the hardships of life in exile are also a constant 
reminder that in this age of nation-states, a stateless nation is 
exposed and vulnerable without the services and protection of a 
national state. The continued denial of self-determination to the 
Palestinians repeatedly emerges as a constant peril. The uprising 
is a reminder that the conflict has not vanished and is npt likely to 
vanish unaided. It is also a reminder that Palestinian self- 
determination is not an abstract principle but a social need which, 
if it remains unfulfilled, will continue to trouble the lives of the 
Palestinians and beset the region. 

2. The uprising r eaffirms and further clarifies significant aspects 
of the internal Palestinian political dynamics, particularly toe 
Palestinian-PLO relationship. It challenges toe two contradictory 
— yet widely held — views that the Palestine question is the 
product of PLO imagination or agitation, and conversely that the 
PLO is an irrelevant external and self-proclaimed and imposed 
Palestinian leadership. 

Hie spontaneity of the uprising and the evideot initiative of the 
people under occupation confirm that the conflict is inspired by 
intrinsic grievances and not by extrinsic manipulation. It is the 
product of indigenous conditions, rather than external influences. 
It reaffirms the fart that the PLO is the effect rather than the 
cause of the Palestine question, and that the attempts (military 
and political) to suppress the PLO attack- the symptoms but fail to 
address the causes of toe conflict. 

The uprising also reveals the fallacy of the contrary view that 
the PLO is obsolete or irrelevant to the Palestinian condition. 
This view erroneously pictures the PLO as a distant club for 
Palestinian exiles, in order to justify excluding it from efforts to 
resolve the fate of toe occupied territories. The fact that the 
uprising was spontaneous explosion of protest sparked .by a local 
provocation is used to advance this view. 

Subsequent events, however, affirmed the organic relationship 
which binds the Palestinian people under Israeli occupation and 
elsewhere to their national liberation movement. Observers have 
noted that even though the outbreak of the protest was a 
spontaneous response to a local provocation, its evolution into a 
sustained and obviously coordinated uprising demonstrated the 
existence of organisation and leadership. To assume that the 
network of PLO activists and supporters in the occupied 
territories — toe most experienced and politically aware segment 
of the population — played the role of spectators as the entire 
population was engulfed in toe uprising is to assume the most 
unlikely scenario. Telltale signs — such as the appearance of 
Arafat’s photographs and toe Palestinian flag in the bands of 
protesters, androolitical leaflets in the streets — contradict the 
allegation of PLO irrelevance in the occupied territories. 

The emergence of the "Unified National Command of the 
Uprising,” an underground leadership consisting of a coalition of 
PLO and other nationalist local groups, and its role in directing 
the struggle through leaflets and other means, indicates a 
transition to organised resistance and reveals the PLO’s ability to 
respond to and interact with the people under occupation. 

These two contradictory conceptions of "outside meddling" 
and PLO irrelevance are politically inspired by detractors of 
Palestinian nationalism. The view that Palestinian unrest is the 
product of "outside agitation" is intended to convey toe impress- 
ion that toe Palestinian issue is a fictitious conflict which is best 
ignored; and toe view of toe PLO as irrelevant to that conflict 
reinforces the idea that the PLO can be safely bypassed in the 
debate over the Palestinian future. The uprising questions both of 
these views. 

3. The uprising exposed Israel's addiction to mythology and its 
propensity to evade unpleasant reality in its dealings with the 
Palestinians. Israel explained the uprising as PLO agitation, as the 
work of Muslim fundamentalists, and as a show staged for toe 
benefit of the media; anything to avoid facing the simple fact that 
people have always and everywhere rebelled against foreign 
military rule. It represents toe dying gasp of toe old Israeli myth 
about benevolent and humane occupation, according to which 
resistance to it would be illogical and in need of contorted 
explanations. 

Further signs of Israel's incurable dependence on mythology to 
cope with toe consequences of its behaviour include: 1) explaining 
shooting unarmed protesters as toe democratic method of riot 
control; 2) toe resort to a barbaric policy of indiscriminate beating 
as toe merdfiii inclination to avoid fatalities; 3) and deportation 
as toe humane substitute for executions. All of these claims were 
made in behalf of Israel's mad response to unarmed political 
protest 

The Israeli addiction to mythology to avoid unpleasant facts 
demonstrates Israel's inherent incapacity, without external prod- 
ding, to do what is necessary to achieve peace in the Middle East 
It shows that Israel needs to be educated in toe virtues of facing 
reality, including toe fact that the Pales tinians are "here to stay.” 

4. Another lesson of the npriang is toe fragility of the Israeli 
“peace camp” and its inadequacy as a potential - influence on 
Israeli public opinion and public policy. This fact is possibly the 
most unexpected and significant lesson about Israeli society 
revealed by the uprising. 

The peace camp in Israel had for several years presented itself 
as the true Israeli conscience and as the most viable alternative to 
present policy. Yet, the clearest signal it had sent to the 
Palestinian protesters — whose objective of ending the occupa- 
tion it professes to share — was that they were strengthening 
support for toe Israeli right, and that their resistance -to the 
occupation was unde rmining the Israeli peare camp. 

Logically, toe Palestinian uprising should have been the Israeli 
peace camp's opportunity to drive home its professed belief that 
the occupation is harmful to Israel as well as unjust to the 
Palestinians, and that its termination is the sme qua non of 
Arab-Israeli conciliation. Instead, toe peace camp blamed the 
Palestinians for standing ap to the Israeli occupation, as if their 
sub mi ssion would strengthen the forces and prospects of peace. 

- The behaviour of the Israeli peace movement revealed toe 
strength of toe Israeli propensity to play victim even in the most 
. unlikely circumstances. 

An Israeli army commander confessed that he did not feel good 
when he woke up in the morning. That is understandable. The 
Israeli ruling establishment decided to dispatch a team of 
psychologists to the occupied territories to counsel Israeli soldiers 
so that they could sleep at night. That is also understandable . 
What is less understandable is toe Israeli peace camp's blaming 
Palestinian protest against the occupation for its failure to stem 
the rising tide of Israeli extremism. .The Israeli peace camp’s 
credibility depends on its ability to enlighten Israeli sooety about 
toe perils of continued occupation rather than on its contribution 
to toe chorus against its victims and "their resistance to that 
occupation. • 

(Continued go page 7) 
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EN BREF 


Le Roi & Londres 

Le Roi Hussein a effects en- 
tente Jte S.d&anrfjre me via 
privfee an Royaurae-Uni, o& il a 
notammeht eu des* entretiens 
avec Margaret Thatcher. Le Roi, 
S'adressant aux etudiants . de 
Cambridge, a insistfe surTurgcncc 
d'une conference interna donate 
pour la paix au Proche-Orient, 
estimant que les Palestiniens 
“assument tears responsabilitw£s 
dans l’optique_ d’une paix sincere 
et juste”. II a mis eh garde contre 
on pourissement de la situation, 
scion fiu cfirectemenC menagante 
pour la paix dans le monde, 
particulifcremcnt en raison, de. 
1’ arsenal noclfeaire israfelien et sa 
rfecente acquisition d’un satellite. 

Israel: tou jours pas 
de gouvernement 

Le premier ministre isra^Kea, 
Itzhak Shamir, a obtain b 5 
dfecembre one prolongation de 
trois semaines pour former on 
gouvernmenL £n hn odroyant ce 
dflai, fe prudent Chaan Berzog 
a appelfe de sea vocnx un 
gouvernement de coalition avec la 
participation dn parti fravaflfiste 
de Shimon Pferes. Aucnn des deux 
grands partis n'avait ne dflfent 
one majority suffisante i la Knes- 
set pour gouverner sent.' Le 
Ukoind semblait eependant avoir 
plus d’atout pour rassembler 
autour de hn les petits partis 
retigieux. Mats le parti Agndat 
tnonnaye dterement son sontien, 
courtisfe ft la Ads par Je Ukood et 
une partie des travailBstes. Le 
parti fravaffliste est divfate ft la fois 
sur I’opportonfte de itegotieravec 
ce parti refigieux et sur ceOe de 
paiikiper ft un g ou vernement de 
coalition. 

Rencontre 

Arafat-Juifs 

Le president de I’OLP Yasser 
Arafat a renconfrfe le 6 dfecembre 
un groupe de Juifs amfericains ft 
Stockholm, grflee ft une entremise 
du gouvernement sufedois. La 
dfeifegation de cinq Juifs fetait prin- 
dpaiement composfee de mem- 
bres du Centre international pour 
la paix au Proche-Orient, une 
coalition de gronpes de gauche en 
Israel et ft l’fetranger, qni prfeco- 
nise 1'abandon par Israel des ter- 
ri to ires occupfes depuis 1967. 


France: paralysies 

La situation a encore empire le 
2 dfecembre ft Paris au cmquifeme 
jour^de paraJysie.du ngseauJe^- j 
press rfigional (RER) qui trans- 
pone en temps ordinaire plus 
d’un milli on d'habitants des ban- 
lieues vers leiir lien de travafl. 
Les vfehicules militaires et les cars 
prives mis ft la disposition des 
usagers ont pu transporter quel- 
que 220.000 personnes durant la 
joumee de jeudi maisia capitale 
fetait bloquee vendredi par les 
embouteillages. A cette grfeve est 
venue s’aj outer celle menfee.par 
quatre syndicats minoritaires dn 
mfetro parisicn, augmentant en- 
core le chaos. Des monvements 
fetaieot en preparation pour cette 
semaine dans cTautres secteurs. 


interview d'un representant de I’OLP a Amman 

intifada: un an. Page mur 


“Hqj” Khaled Moosmar, 
chef de la cettole d’informa- 
tion .de I’OLP k Amman, re- 
trace les grandes lignes dn 
sooRvement pakstinien et en 
dfegage les consequences. 

J.T.: Comment a dhnairi ITnti- 


Vous ecrivez? 

“Les Jourdatn” recherche des 
collaborateurs ayant des idfees 
originales d’enqufetes et repor- 
tages, en free-lance. ' 
Contacter le Jordan Times et 
demander Francois Ducroux. 


Le saviez-vous? 

Arafat gaulliste 

Dans une interview publics h 
semaine dernifere par i’behdoina- 
.daire Paris-Match, Yasser Arafat 
a rfevfelfe en ddboutonuant sa che- 
mise qu'fl port ait en permanence 
one mfedaflle de la croix de Lor- 
raine, seion lui offerte par le 
gfenferal de Gaulle en perconne. 
Arafat, qui dit voucr un “grand 
reject” au dfefiint chef d'Etat, 
ajoute qu’il correpondait rfegu- 
Kferement avec lui ft la fin de sa 
vie. “Y a-t-Q parmi les Israelieos 
un nouveau de Gaulle, qui 
accepts de s’asseoir ft la table des 
ndgodations?", a-t-il tfit, faisant 
reference au rfegLement du conflit 
algferien. Autre Ktidte d’ Arafat, 
son keffleh: seion une journahste 
proche de l’OLP, sa fagon unique 
de ]e porter donne ft son bustc 
une forme de carte de la Pales- 
tine, pointes en haut et' en bas. 


K.M: La premiere journfee de 
manifestations spontanfees dans 
fensemble des territoires occupfes 
et des vilies conqinses en 1948 a 
en lieu le 9 dfecembre 1987, fl. y a 
exactement un an. Ce jour-lft, les 
troupes israfefiennes ont tod deux 
Palestiniens et en ont blessfe 28. 
Ce soulfevement gfenferalisfe faisait 
suite ft la mort, la veille, de trois. 
Arabes, tufes dans la collision 
mitre un camion isradlien et deux 
vdhicules transportant des tra- 
vaileurs palestiniens ft Gaza. Le 
bruit a couni que I’acddent avail 
dtd dfelibferfe de la part des Israd- 
tiens, en rdpcmse au mecutre d’un 
colon ft Gaza deux jours plus tflt. 
II faut pnScxser que dfes octobre, 
une vague de graves et de man- 
ifestations s'dtait rdpandue dans 
les territoires occupds. Les Israfe- 
hens et les observateurs dans le 
monde pemaient que le mouve- 
ment s’essoufleraic au bout de 
quelques jours ou quelques 
semaines, comme les prdc&leuts 
mouvements de protestation. An- 
jourd’hui encore, les pierres plen- 
vent.. 

On a dit que I’lnsnrrection avait 
pris rOLP de cours, qu’fl consti- 
fnah une douche Oroide poor la 
centrale priestintenne jng£e trap 
passive par les Pdestinkas de 
Pintdrieor. 

Certes, le monvement n'dtait 
pas concerts an ddpart. Mais la 
critique que vons dvoquez, sou- 
vent form ul de par les joumaux 
arabes eux mdtoes, est injustifide: 
dfts leurs premiers communiques, 
les dirigeants “intdrieurs” de ITn- 
tifada ont damd haut et fort Jew 
attachement ft l'OLP en tant 
leader des Palestiniens. Au * 
du sonldvement, Abou Jihad 
(assassind par les Isradhens le IS 
avril ft Tunis. NDR) dtait ft Am- 
man. Je me souviens de ses coups 
de tdidpbone'aChypre, pour en-' 
tier en contact avec les insprgds ft 
Gaza et en Cisjordanie, pour leur 
dotmer des consignes. Cest lui 
qui pilotait le mouvement. 
L'OLP n’est past restde inactive, 
loin de 1ft. EUe verse aujourd'hui 



“La bafle est mamtenant Ham le camp dTsraSl” 


beaucoup d’ argent aux Palesti- 
niens de i’intdrieur, par exemple 
pour payer les salaires des agents 
publics ou des bourses ft des 
dtudiants qui veulent partir dans 
les universitds dtrangfires. 

Comment eqsfiqiier l’importance 
des jeimes, des eafants et des 
femmes dans les affrtintemeiits? 

Vu leurs conditions de vie dans 
les territoires occupds, leur avenir 
bouchd, les jeunes ont I'duergie 
du ddsespoir. Plus rieu ft perdre. 
Et comme les enfants montaient 
en premidre ligne, leurs mftres 
voulaient fetre !ft eu cas d’arresta- 
tiou. pour les ddfendre. Quant 
aux pdres, its dtaient plus pru- 
dents au ddpart, devant la rdpres- 
s on. Je me souviens de Tun 
d’entre eux qui avouait sa disap- 
probation quand ses fils allaient 
affronter la troupe. Par la suite, 
e’est lui qui les a encourages a se 


battre. Malgrd les balles en plasti- 
qnes, le gaz, les doigts et les reins 
brisds ft coups de matraque. Non 
se element les jeunes ddfient la 
police, mais Qs veulent paxtidper 
ft I’dcononue de leur pays. Quand 
les dcoles et les universitds ont dtd 
fermdes, on les a vus partir aux 
champs cul river bdudvolement la 
terre, cueillir les olives, etc... 
Rjeu u'arrete ce formidable dlan 
vital: on a ouvert des “dcoles” 
dans les mosqudes, les dglises et 
les maisons. Les prof esse urs tra- 
vaillent sans dtre payes. 

En definitive, les Pakstiniens ont 
pris seals leur destin en main? 

Nous avous appris ft ne plus 
compter sur les autres, qui par- 
lent beaucoup mais agissent peu. 
En exil, nous avons un statut de 
rdfogjds et Ton se soude peu de 
□otre retour ft la souverainetd. 
“Pour te gratter, rien de tel que 


nt que 
ddbut 


Le prix du sang 

• Nombre de morts: 542 seion l'OLP, pr&s de 300 seion les 
Isradliens 

• Blessdes: 31300 dont 4.400 graves, seion l'OLP. 3.640 seion les 
Isradliens. 

• Arrestations: 36.000 depuis le ddbut (capadtd thdorique des 
prisons frangaises) , seion l’OLP 

• Maisons ddtnrites: 400 seion l'OLP. A Beita, 20 maisons ont dtd 
ddmolies ft la suite d'un accrochage oft une jeune Isradlienne avail 
trouvd la mon. L’enquete a ddmontrd que la balle mortclle dtait 
partie d'un fusil isradlien... 

• 3.000 femmes enceintes ont perdu leur bdbe aprds avoir dtd 
battues ou avoir resptid des gaz laciymoghnes. seion l'OLP 

• Dn cdtd israOien, on s'accorde de part et d’autre ft ddnombrer 
une dizaine de morts depuis le ddbut du souldvement (11 seion les 
Isradhens). 


ton propre doigt”, dit un prove- 
rbe arabe. D.y a par exemple 
beaucoup d’argent des colleaes 
de soutien ft [’Intifada dont nous 
n'avons jamais vu la couleur 
...Mais le changement le plus 
marquant opdrd par 1 'Intifada, 
e'est un ddplacement du combat 
de la pdripbdrie (ex. commandos 
du Liban Sud, attentats) ft I’intdr- 
ieur meme de nos terres. Le 
dernier affrontement direct vic- 
torieux contre les Isradliens avail 
'eu lieu eu 1968, quand Tsabal 
avait attaqud Karamd, en jorda- 
nie. 15.000 soldats avaient dte 
engagds dans la bataille, mais its 
furent repousses par l’annde jor- 
danienne appuyde par les com- 
mandos palestiniens. Depuis, 
c’dtait la ddprime... 

Aprfts les dddsioiis dn PNC ft 
Alger, les flections SsradUennes et 
la victoire de George Bush, qu’at- 
tendez-vous de Pavenir? 

Je pease que nous pouvons 
plus attendre de Bush que de 
Reagan. Ce dernier a acueiUi trds 
froi dement notre declaration 
d'iuddpendance, alors que Bush 
s'est fdlidtd de I’acceptation par 
le CNP des rdsolutions 242 et 338 
des Nations-Unies. II est trds au 
fait de la situation au Proche- 
Orient et peut influer efficace- 
ment sur Tel-Aviv. Le refus de 
visa amdricain ft Yasser Arafar au 
ddbut du mois n’etait pas le fait 
de Bush, mais on soubressaut de 
rad minis t ration Reagan L'OLP 
a~tendu la main en direction .:d' 
Israel, la balle est main tenant 
dans leur camp. En Israel, la 
rdsistance va dtre coriace de la 
part de Shamir et des partis re- 
Ugieux, dont certains rdclament 
l’annexion pure et simple de la 
Cisjordanie. Mais pour ddfrnir de 
telles orientations, les partis au 
pouvoir ne peuvent agir en soli- 
taires. Us devront composer avec 
rimpoitantefrauge travailliste de 
Topuiion et avec la pression inter- 
nationale. Nous restons opti- 
misme. 

Sur quels pays comptez-voos pour 
exercer cette pression? 

Elle se fera en deux dtapes: 
certains chefs d’Etats arabes ont 
une influence sur les responsables 
oeddentaux, qui ft leur tour peu- 
vent mettne Israel au pied du 
mur. C6td arabe, nous attendons 
beaucoup du Roi Hussein et 
d'Hosui Moubarak, qui sont 
dcoutds eu Europe. Nous apprd- 


cions leurs demarches actuelles 
Le Roi Hussein vient par exem- 
ple de plaider la cause palesti 
nienne auprfts de Margaret 
Thatcher. Les Britanniques doi- 
vent sortir de lew immobilisme 
ils sont en grande partie respons- 
ables de la situation actuelle des 
Palestiniens. 

Et en' Europe, qui peat voas 
aider? 

Nous avons beaucoup appr£ci£ 

I ’attitude de 1'Italie, de la France 
et de la Grftce, qui out incitd les 
autres pays de la CEE ft euvoyer 
leurs mlnistres ft Geneve 
pour l'Assembl£e gdudrale des 
Nations-Unies. 

Que pensez-vous de la r^ponse 
frangake a votre declaration d r tn- 
dftpendance? 

Nous ne sorames pas choquds 
qu'elle n'ait pas reconnu notre 
Etat, car elle a par aflleurs pris 
une position trfts eu pointe en 
notre favew. La France veut sans 
doute maintenir le dialogue avec 
Isra'el, et elle est plus efficace en 
mdnageant son influence. Je crois 
qu'elle reconnait en nous la situa- 
tion de Gaulle pendant la guerre 
de 1939-1945. 

Etat irnKpeodant, aDez-vous flab- 
fir des passeports et des ambas- 
sades? 

Pour l’instant, notre seule 
ambassade est celle dont nous 
avons pos£ la premiere pierre 
Alger. Pas question dvidemment 
d'en faire autant en Jordanie, 
puisque nous voudrions ft terme 
6tabUr une confederation avec le 
Royaume Hacb6mite (position 
judgde prdmatur^e en Jordanie, 
NDR). Quant aux passeports, la 
question est actuellement dis- 
cutde ft T unis avec les ministres 
arabes de 1'intdrieur. 

L'OLP coadamoe-t-eDe le terror- 
isme? 

Tout attentat ft I’exferieur des 
territoires palestiniens est con- 
damn6 par l’organisation. La 
prise d’otage de I’Achille Lauro a 
aussi 6te condamn^e, et Abul 
Abbas lui-m£me a d£clar6 que 
son issue tragique n'avait pas 6td 
voulue. Mais les Isradliens, eux, 
ne se g&nent pas pour assassiner 
Abou Jihad ou pour envoyer des 
colis pidgds ft Bassam Abou 
Sharif... 

Propos recueillis par Francois 
Ducroux 


Aprds la semaine frangaise 

Satisfecit 


Ddpasser la simple relation 
aefaeteur-vendeur et s’orienter 
tcts un esprit de co-Gnancement 
Industrie!: tel dtait en substance 
le voeu exprimd par Patrick Leo 
lercq, ambassade ur de France, 
Iots du (finer de cldture de la 
semaine franqaise ft Amman, le 
Zer ddeembre. Une seconde 
dtape pourrait prendre la forme 
d’une semaine jordanienne ft 
Paris, a-t-il suggdrd. 

Hanna Odeih, ministre des fi- 
nances jordanien, Maher Shnkri, 
vice-gouverneor de la Banque 
centrale de Jordanie et bon nom- 
bre de banquiers du Royaume 
dtaient prdsents ft cette edrdmo- 
nie de ddture: La semaine fran- 
gaise a quant quant ft elle attird 
quelque 5.000 visi tears dans les 
salons du Mariott pavoisds de 
bleu-blanc- rouge, ‘’beaucoup 
pirns qu'on en attendait", se fdh- 
cite Jean-Louis Fonteuille, 
attachd commercial ft I'ambas- 
sade de France. 

35 soddtds (frangaises et im- 
portateuTS jordaniens) prdsentes 
en Jordanie ont exposd dnq jours 
durant hairs prodiuts, des cosmd- 
tiques aux syst femes radars, en 
passant pas les incontournables 
grands crits des vignobles fran- 
gaise- Les exposants ont unani- 
mament exprimd lew satisfac- 
tion, et certains visiteurs ont 
mdme regrettd que la manifesta- 
tion ne dure pas plus longtemps. 

. Elle a permis de mettre en 
hunifere le r6Ie joud par la France 
en matifere d’aide au ddveloppe- 
ment et de transfert de technolo- 
gies: au cours des deux demiers 
plans, un milliard de. FF a dtd 
investi en Jordanie sous forme de 
financements prdferentiels et cent 
experts jordaniens ont bdndficid 
des stages de formation de 1’A- 
gence frangaise de cooperation 
technique, indu strielle et doono- 
taiqne (ACTIM)”, rappeUe M. 


Fontenifle. 

Second importateur de pro- 
duits jordameqf (potasse essen- 
tiellement) en Europe 
occidentale, la France est particu- 
hdrement prdsente en Jordanie 
dans les secteurs des tdldco mm u- 
nications, de l'adronautique et 
des tran^jorts. Alcatel, TTIT et 
Cftbles de Lyon ont instalid la 
moitid du rdseau tdldpbonique 
actuel. La Royal Jordanian Air- 
lines possdde ddja trois Airbus 
A310 (avion europden dont 
rAdrospatiaJe assure la maitrise 
de (Toeuvre) et a commandd six 
autres Airbus (sa flotte actuelle 
est de dix-sept avions). 

Renault Vdhicules Industriels 
(RVI) vient quant ft elle de four- 
th 150 camions ft la sod dtd jorda- 
no-irakienne de . transports 
rou tiers. Et Michelin occupe 30 ft 
40% du marcbd des pneus. Citons 
encore Roussel Udaf (produits 
pharmaceutiques) qui, implantde 
en Jordanie, contribue entre au- 
tres ft la formation de chimistes 
jordaniens, notamment avec 
1'Arab Pharmaceutical Manufac- 
turing co. (APM). 

Certes, la balance est ddsd- 
quilibrde: la Jordanie a importd 
en 1987 pour 1,5 milliard de FF 
de produis frangais, tandis qu'elle 
n'exportait que pour 135 millions 
de FF vers l’Hexagone. Mais les 
resources touristiques du 
Royaume sout loin d’dtre 
dpmsdes et Air France en fait la 
promotion en France. La com- 
pagnie assure deux vols aller et 
retonr par semaine, contre trois 
Amman -Paris- Amman pour R.J. 

Au total, estime M. FonteniUe, 
cette semaine frangaise a consti- 
tute une preuve de confiance 
dans rdconomie jordanienne en 
ddpit de ses difficultds actuelles. 
Pour i'avenir, £1 soubaite que des 
entreprises frangaise investissent 
plus en Jordanie. 


Reconciliation arabe 


La Jordanie sembie energis- 
triar des progris dans son en- 
tirprise de rfecowfliatioa entre 
la Sytie et lTrak-cFime part, et 
1’E^pte et la Syne de l'antre. 

Mardi, le PraMe Hassan et le 
Premier mmistie Zeid • Rifad 
ont rendu visite ft Saddam Hos- 
sein ft Baghdad dans le cadze. 
de cTun. “assainisaement de.. 
1’ atmosphere arabe 7 ’. Trois 
jours avast,- ib avaient Tends 
tme visite simflaire ftHafez-EJ- 
. Assad ft Damas. 

La Jordanie s’efforce de' 
rtcondHcr 1’Irak et ia ^rrie 
afin de ddsamozeer ce.qu’un 
responsable jordanien a qual- 
ifife de “situation dangereuse 


au Liban”. La Syrie soutien t 
en effet le gouvernement 
musulman de S61im Hoss, tan- 
dis que ITraq se range du efife 
du gfendral chrdtien Micbe) 
Aoun. 

La Syrie avait de plus rompu 
ses relations avec FEgypte en 
1979, aprfes que cefle-d cut 
condu one paix sfeparfie avec 
Israel (Camp David). Elle ne 
les. a jamais retabbes depuis, 
co n t ai rement ft la pltqjart des 
Bats arabes. 

Premier pas dans le rap- 
prochement Le. Caire-Damas, 
fa Sjde a sahtfe la reconnaiss- 
ance par T Egypte du nouVel 
Etat palestinien mefependant 


De son cdte, le ministre des 
Affaires fetrangferes fegyptien a 
affinnfe Iiindi qu’3 n*y avait pas 
de (fifference fondamentale en- 
tre les deux pays”, settlement 
des divergences politiques 
mineures. a ajoute que son 
pays n’avait “pas d’objection 
au rfetabbssement de relations 
normales avec la Syrie”. 

Enfin, le Conseil de l'Unite 
feconomique arabe (CUEA) a 
dfeddfe mercredi de rdntegrer 
I’Egypte, aprfes neuf ans. d’e- 
xcJusion. La Syrie et la libye 
ont femis des reserves, sans 
pour autant rejeter la decision. 

Salameh Ne’matt 


Une balance excedentaire 


Phar marie: en plelne forme 


Loin des chif&es dn com- 
merce exterieur jordanien, 
.l’indnstrie pharmacentiqne 
enregistre one balance com- 
merdale largement exefeden- 
taire. La baisse dn dinar de- 
vrait accentuer la tendance. 
Mais les Jordaniens boudent 
leuurs medicaments. Nnl n’est 
prophftte en son pays. 

De deux choses I'une: ou les 
Jordaniens sont trfes malades, ou 
ils sont trap bien soigufes. Am- 
man regorge de croix vertes, avec 
264 pharmacies privfees, soil, une 
offidne pour 500 habitants, alors 
que l’OrganisatiOD mondiale pour 
la sante (OMS) fixe le seuil 
mainimum ft une pour 8000 per- 
sonnes... (source: syodicat 
national des pharmadens). Ced 
explique-t-il cela? Les “drug- 
stores” vendent bien plus que les 
seals medicaments: une bonne 
partie de lew chiffre d'affaires se 
fait aussi avec les cosmfetiques, 
parfums et autres produits para- 
nfedicaux — on y trouve meme 
parfois des pellicules photo et des 
cassettes video... 

D n’en reste pas moins que les 
Jordaniens sont friands de 
medicaments: un marche annuel 
de 40 millions de dollars. Mais ils 
out une nette tendance a nfegliger 
leurs produits “maisoo”. Les dnq 
societes pharmaceutiques du 
Royaume, qui ont produit pour 
67 millions de dollars de medica- 
ments eu 1987, exportent prfes de 
80% de lew production et occu- 
pent moins de 30% du marche 
locaL Id encore, le mythe du 
produit etranger plus cher et 
forcemeat meiQeur a la vie dure. 
Surtout dans le domaine de la 
sante, oil quand on aime, on ne 
compte pas. 

Question de confiance 

Deux raisons peuvent aussi ex- 
pliquer ce phenomfene: le peu 
(Tintfer&t des producteurs pour le 
petit marche jordanien et les ref- 
lexes de prescriptions acquis par 
les mfededns, pour la plupaxt 
formfes ft retranger. Les laoor- 
atoires, phis interesses par les 
rentrees de devises etnmgeres, 
mettenf Faccent sw 1’cxporta- 
tion. “Plus de la moitie de nos 
visiteurs medicaux — d6mar- 
cfaeurs auprfes des mededns — 
travaillent ft l’etranger. Nos plus 
gros clients sont l’Arabie 
Sabudite et I’lrak,” explique Said 
. Darwaza, 31 ans, directeur gener- 
al d’Ai Hikma, second labor- 
atoire jordanien. Peu sollicites 
par leurs, compatriotes, les 
mededns presenvent d’autant 
plus fadlement des produits sur 
lequels ils ont fait jews annes aux 
E tats- Unis ou en Angleterre- 



Exportatioa: phis de 70% 

De plus, fes medicaments 
“deiicats” ou rfecemment pro- 
duits en Jordanie, tels les traite- 
ments earth o-vascu 1 aires ou di- 
abfetiques, n’obtiennent pas 
fadlement la confiance des 
blouses blanches. “Nos produits 
sont pourtftnt d’une qualite 
rigoufeusement identique ft leurs 
homologues etrangers,” souligne 
Ma’an ■ Shuqair, directeur de 
l'Arab Pharmaceutical Manufac- 
turing co. (APM), doyen et 
num^ro an des laboratoires 
jordaniens, ^tabli en 1962. “Les 
contrflles de qualite du ministfere 
de la sante, au-dessus de tout 
favoritisrae, rejettent 13% des 
medicaments Strangers proposes 
ft la commercialisation, contre 
3% des produits locaux,” assure- 
t-il, “et si nos produits fetaieut 
mauvais, comment les vendrions- 
nous dans 25 pays Strangers?” 

La diute du dinar, qui a vu les 
medicaments importfes, dfejft 
chers, augmenter de 30%, va-t- 


elle modifier les comportements 
des mfededns et des consomma- 
tuers? M. Darwaza pense que le 
prix est une preoccupation secon- 
daire pour les malades et qu’U 
faudra du temps et de la perusa- 
sion pour renverser la vapeur. M. 
Shuqair, lui, note d6jft une pous- 
sfee de fifevre dans ses carnets de 
comm an des. “Je ne serais pas 
surpris que la part des medica- 
ments locaux occupe bientdt 50% 
du marchfe jordanien,” pronos- 
tique-t-il. 

Conflit contelieii 

D’ores et dejft, les grippe ux 
jordaniens achfetent les yeux fer- 
mfes “Remin,” 1'aspirine locale, 
et bien d’autres medicaments 
courants produits ici. Les 
pbarniaciens, quand on ne lew 
indique pas de marque, peuvent 
eependant fetre tentes de poser 
sur le comptoir un medicament 
im porte. “On fait plus de profits 
sw les importations, grace aux 
politiques de distribution foud- 
royantes des multmationales,” dit 
Talat Mdanat, gerant d’offirine, 
“d'oii un conflit corneiien entre 
notre patriotisme et notre interfet 
financier...” 

Les medicaments jordaniens ne 
sont pas proteges contTe la con- 
currence exterieure comme cer- 
tains autres produits. Seule res- 
triction: pour cheque nom g£nferi- 
que, U ne peut y avoir plus de 
■cinq marques sur le marche. Et 
une grande gamine de produits 
courants (ex. antibiotiques, 
sirops) est produite par au moins 
quatre des cinq laboratoires 
jordaniens. 

Les produits baut-de-gamme 
ou nouveaux, en revanche, ne 
sont pas “generiques,” hors du 
domaine public (protection par 
brevet). L’industrie jordanienne 
ne peut done pas les fabriquer. 
“Nous ne pouvons que repro- 
dnire des formules d6ja ex-, 
is tantes, avec des ingredients im- 
ports. Avec 8% de b^nfefice net, 
nous n'avons pas les moyens de 
faire de la recherche,” avoue M. 
Darwaza. Les gros laboratoires 
en pointe assurent, eux, 20% de 
marge pour innover. 

Et du temps des bfedouins, 
comment se soign ait-on? “On 
avait recours aux piantes m&tici- 
nales, homfeopatie avant la mode 
qui, irouie de 1'histoire, ne prend 

E as id,” explique Tayssii A1 
lomsi, president du syndicat des 
pharmadens. “La premifere phar- 
macie du monde a fetfe ouverte par 
des Arabes, ft Bagdad aux Xfeme 
sifecle. Et aujourd’hui, nous 
courons aprfes les medicaments 
oeddentaux,” condut-il avec un 
petit sourire. 

FJ). 


Les criquets attendus en mars 

Conseil de guerre 


Ils arrivent! La Jordanie est 
menaefee par une invasion de 
criquets au plus tard en mars 
et devant i’ampleur des couts 
de la lutte, le gouvernement 
jordanien fait appel a 1’aide 
fetrangere. 

Reunis a l'initiative de I’US 
AID, les representants de rinq 
pays oeddentaux (Royaume-Uni, 
RFA, France, Canada, Japan), 
de la CEE et de la FAO ainsi que 
du Programme des Nations-Unies 
pour le developpement (PNUD) 
ont etudfe le 5 novembre ft Am- 
man les moyens de lutter contre 
une probable invasion acridienne 
ft fin de 1’biver. 

Le ministre de Pagriculture, 
Marwan Hmoud, leur a officielle- 
ment demand^ leur aide pour 
faire face aux criquets, qui si-: vis- 
sent actuellement en Arabic 
Saoudite. au Nord-Yfemen, au 
Koweit, en Irak, en Iran, dans le 
Nord de la Syrie, en Turquie, et 
qui menaceem a nouveau le 
Soudan et l'Egypte. “Nous avons 
besoin d’aide technique, de 
formation, de moyens ae com- 
munications et d'avjons pour 
rfepandre les pesticides”, a-t-ii 
dfedarfe. 

Le co lit de la guerre aux cri- 
quets a fete fevalufe par les experts 
de 1'USAID ft 2.671.000 dollars, 
ns estiment que le gouvernement 
jordanien ne peut y contribuer 
qu' a hauteur de 842,000 dollars. 
Le PNUD et l'agence ouest-alle- 
mande pour l'fequipement ont 
dfejft prom is une aide d’environ 
un demi-million de dollars 
chacun. 

“La situation est critique et il 
n’y a pas de temps ft perdre”, 
estime Randall Cummings, re- 
sponsable du secteur agjcole de 
1'USAID en Jordanie, qui 
souligne la nfecessite d’une cellule 


MANGER 


Romero: al dente 


inter-ministferidle de coordina- 
tion. D’ores et dfejft, des comites 
ont fetfe mis en place par le minis- 
ters de i'agriculture dans les 
gouvernorats d’Amman, de 
Rerak, de Ma'an et de Zarqa. 
Mais les moyens sont encore trfes 
insuffisants. “II faudraii six 
avions et i! n'y en a pour 1 'instant 
qu’un seul pret a I’emploi. Et 
personne n’est formfe aux techni- 
ques de lutte. II faut organiser des 
simulations”, ajoute M. Cum- 
mings. 

Seion lui, on ne peut pas totale- 
ment aneantir un nuage de cri- 
quets. n s’agit done de “limiter la 
casse: “Si I’on ne fait rien. 6 ft 
10% des cultures seront de- 
voeres, soil une perte de 20 mil- 
lions de dollars; si Ton agit effi- 
cacemem, on peut en sauver 17 
million. Soil pres de six fois la 
somrae investie dans la lutte anti- 
acridiens. Le jeu en vaut done la 
chandelle. Mais rien ne peut 
garantir le Royaume d'une totale 
impunite: les insecles vont et 
vnennent en fonction des vents et 
des pluies, et ne connaissent pas 
de frontiferes dans leur boulimie 
de verdure. Ils peuvent done par- 
tir et reveuir. comme ils l'ont fait 
cette annfee au Soudan et en 
Arabie Saoudite. Et surtout, ils 
pondent. “Le seul moyen de lut- 
ter plus efficacement sera it de 
mettre en place une coordination - 
intenationale”, estime M. Cum- 
mings. 

Un criquet pfese deux grammes 
et peut engJoutir le double de son 
poids en une joumfee. Un essaim 
d'un kilometre carrfe con tie nt en- 
viron 40 millions de criquets, soit 
une consommarion quotidienne 
de 80 a 120 tonnes de cultures. 
On observe par endroits des 
nuages de plusieurs dizaianes de 
kilomfetres carrfes. 


F.D. 



Fla via Romero, la plus itatienne 
des Jordanien nes. ayant dfesertfe 
eu jufllet son antre cufinaire, le 
Romero allalt-il perdre son ftme? 

Le nouveau raaltre des lieux, 
Zaid Goussous, a su assurer la 
releve la tete haute. L’fequipe aux 
cuisines est restee la mfeme, ren- 
forcee d'un nouveau chef. Esca- 
lopes au vin Mane, lasagnes et 
viande rouge sont toujours ft la 
hauteur d'une rfeputation bien 
assise ft Amman. Un dfecor raffi- 
nfe tout en demi-teintes pastels, 
feclairage indirect piquetfe par la' 
flamme des chandeliers, une 
atmosphere qui invite a la confi- 
dence chuchortfee. Indiscrfetions? 
Les journalistes envoyfes spfe- 
ciaux, abonnfes ft ITniercon- 
tinental tout proche, sont en tout 
cas les premiers clients du 
Romero... 

On y croise fegalement la haute 
bourgeoisie d' Amman, une clien- 
tele respectable et discrete. Le 
service sait iui aussi se faire oub- 


lier, parfois mfeme un peu crop 
longtemps... Mais la qualite de la 
nourrimre vaut bien qu’on 1’at- 
tende un peu. Vos dfestrs sont des 
ordres: le chef, qui a passfe dix ans 
en Italic, sera bientot en mesure 
de preparer les pates comme vous 
les aimez, a la demande. Bientdt 
fegalement, un “chasseur" pour 
garer les voitures, souvent diffi- 
ciles ft caser dans ce quartier 
d'ambassades. Et un musiden 
qui, assure M. Goussous, saura 
donner le ton sans couvrir votre 
conversation. 

Qui a dit que le Romero fetait 
hors de prix? Sachez qu’on y 
mange une cuisine trfes dfelicate 
pour la modeste somrae de 6 a 8 
dinars par personne, vin compris. 
Mais attention, pas question d'y 
commander une pizza: elle est ft 
la vraie cuisine italienne ce que le 
shawarraa est ft la cuisine arabe. 

Romero, 3feme cercle, en face 
de rintercontineotal.. Demieres 
commandos a 23h30, minidt le 
jeudi. Tel: 6442227. 


A L AFFICHE 


CINEMA 


Muriel 

D’ Alain Resnais, avec Delphine 
Seyrig (1964): une jeune femme part 
ft la recherche de I'homzne qu'elle a 
aimfe. 

CCF, land] 12 ft 2th00 (en Cranfais, mas- 
titrt en lurabe) 

Les enchain^s 

D'Alfred Hiichcock, avec Gary 
Grant et Ingrid Bergman: aprfes la 
seconde guerre mondiale, une jeune 
Glle agente de la CIA sfeduit un nazi 
en au Bresil afin de le faire tomber 
dans les filets de la justice. Un clas- 
sique. 

Centre wsfricaiii. jendl 8 ft !9bM (en 


Un Amdricain ft Paris 

De Vincente Mine Hi, avec Gene 
Kelly, Leslie Caron. Georges Gufet- 
ary: comfedie musical c de George 
Gershwin. Un GI reste ft Paris aprfes 
la guerre at devient artiste-peinrre. II. 
tombe amoureux d'une jeune Rile 
deja promise... 

Centre anrfriealn, tfimanrbc 11 ft 19hOQ (en 
anghns), rctflf. k 15 et k 18. 

Cine-club 

Stances rMpectiteuieitf dUttiM, ISbOt, 
17M0, UtrfM, 20h30. Le 8: Labyrinth. The 
fortress, Platoon. Bananas . Brazil. Le 9: 
Baby of the lost kgend. Avanti. Chariots 
of fire. Night visitors. Body, Le 18: Con- 
dor, The invisible space striker, Conquest, 
Evila Pert*. The pnsenger. Le 11: Lawr- 
ence of Arabia, A picnic al hanging rock, 
Heal and dust, Love and death, Zabriskie 
point, Le 12 : War games. The four mis- 
keteen. Piranha, Devil's rain. Day of 
mother, Lr 13: Never say never again. The 
desert ofTartare, The good the bad and the 
ng)y. The eyes of Laura Mars, Mausslium. 
Le 14: Doctor Jivago, Casino Royal, Sacco 
and Vansxiti, Night school. Company of 
wolves. 

Filins en vcrsfca origfnak. Tefe 689901. 
■note de ronhenrilfe, ft tfroHe aprfes k 
bAtboent "CatspObr," pafc i ^ s 
g ao efae . 309 a. 


L'^ducation de Rita 

Avec Michael Caine et Julie Wat- 
ters: une jeune ooiffeuse s’inscrit ft un 
cours de litterqture ft I'universitfe et 
dfecouvre de nouveaux horizons, ft la 
fureur de son man. 

British Cotmcfl, marth 13 ft 19M0 (en 
UKlab) 

EXPOSITION 

Paris-La Defense 

Tout en grattc-dels et parois de 
verre. le nouveau quartier de La 
Defense est un syrabole d’audace et 
de ofeation architecturale. Une ex- 
position pfaotographique et un prog- 
ramme de Rims et vidfeos. 

CCF, do 10 dfc u ab n no 22 Janvier 

TELEVISION 

“Mais oft est done passfee la 7feme 
cotnpagnk?", de Robert Lamoureux, 
avec hii-mfeme, Jean Lefebvre, Pierre 
Mondy et Aldo Maori one: 1940. Sous 
les bomba rdements alletnands, trois 
soldo Is franejis assistent impuissants 
ft la capture de leur oompagnie. Qu’ft 
celft ne denne. ils dfeddent de pour- 
suivre seuls le combat (JTV, vendredi 
9 ft 17h30) 

CONCERT 

Quatuor Messiaen 

Jacques Didonano, Renfe Benedet- 
ti. Jean-Claude Hen riot et Alain 
Moglia, respectivement ft la darinet- 
re, au violoncefie, au piano et an 
viokm, guatre mustcieus de notorifetfe 
Internationale. “Je suis heureux qu’ils 
portent moo nom,” dit d’eux le com- 
positeur Olivier Messaien.. Outre ses 
oeuvres, ils joueram un programme 
de musique franchise ooptemporaine. 

Amman Baecahoreate School, manfi 13 
ft 29609. Places: 1, 2 et 3 JD. 

Table ronde 

Pour entre tenir votre frangais, dis- 
cussions to us les jeudis avec des 
animatuers du Centre culture!, ft la 
caffetferia ft 18h00. Participation fibre. 
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Lord Carrington 


The age of civility 
passes on 


REFLECT ON THINGS 
PAST. By Lord Carrington. Col- 
lins; 406 pages: £17.50. To be 
published in January by Harper 
& Row; $22.95 

GALLERY OF TWENTIETH 
CENTURY PORTRAITS. By 
Roy Jenkins. David & Charles; 
266 pages: £12.95. 


BRITISH politics is changing. So 
are British politicians' memoirs. . 
Lord Carrington, the former 
foreign secretary and secretary- 
general of NATO, provides a 
clue in "Reflect on Things Past." 
He describes how his 
great-grandfather. Robert 
his great-grandfather, Robert 


Carrington, defeated the young 
eli ii 


Disraeli in two elections at High 
Wycombe. Nevertheless, in later 
years, when Dizzy was old and 
almost blind at Hughenden. 
Robert's cousin Charlie used to 
ride over to read to him. "Civili- 
ties of that kind between political 
opponents". Lord Carrington 
observes, “are all too rare 
today.'* 


BOOK REVIEW 


Civility is the hallmark of Lord 
Carrington's memoirs, and also 
of Roy Jenkins's “GaUery of 
Twentieth Century Portraits". 
Both men seem to be saying 
(Lord Carrington nearly does 
say) that government is a tricky 
and demanding business; one 
tries to get it right, but one does 
not always succeed; it therefore 
behoves those who are in the 
business to show each other a 
certain tolerance. Lord Jenkins, 
the former Labour minister, 
writes with affection about R.A. 
Butler. Harold Macmillan and 
Christopher Soames; Lord Car- 
rington. the Tory, maintains that 
Denis Healey, his Labour prede- 
cessor at the Ministry of Defence, 
was. at his best, “in the first rank 
of European politicians since the 
second world war.” 

Lord Carrington is a fastidious 
man and slow to condemn. Be- 
tween 1951 and 19S2, he served 
under every Conservative prime 
minister (though only briefly 
under Eden); and he is warm in 
his praise of most of them. “I was 
confident." he says of Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home, “that nothing 
could go wrong in the direction of 
our country with Alec Home 
leading it." Of Edward Heath, be 
says that he had "a strong, lucid 
mind" and "a much broader view 
of what Britain could be than 
most leading politicians I have 
known"; and he devotes five 
pages to absolving Heath’s admi- 
nistration of charges of incompe- 
tence. 

His first exception is Eden. The 
other is Margaret Thatcher. Lord 
Carrington pays tribute to her 
courage and claims that he came 
to “like and admire" her. He 
applauds the shift she has brought 
about towards greater patriotism, 
personal responsibility and wider 
property ownership. But evident 
in everything he says — and does 
not say — is a profound distaste 
for her political style. Her heart is 
only “generally" compelled to 
yield to her head. Her distrust of 
the Foreign Office “could erupt 
in impatient hostility unless ably 


countered — and sometimes even 
then." Her ■‘firmness and intran- 
sigence" were key factors in set- 
tling the EEC budget dispute in 
Britain's favour, but “I cannot 
pretend that the resultant atmos- 
phere made all our foreign rela- 
tions easier to conduct." 

His dislike of her lack of civility 
goes wider. He believes that luck, 
not just merit, decides who suc- 
ceeds in life; that those who have 
enjoyed superior luck have a duty 
to show the less fortunate con- 
cern and understanding (“By all 
means let the race be to the 
swift... but there should be some 
consolation prizes in life"); and 
that, if people are actually suffer- 
ing. losing jobs because of econo- 
mic waves beyond their control, a 
government ought to be con- 
cerned and ought to use words to 
reflect that concern (“I don't 
think we always did so*'). His 
vision is of a Britain economically 
revived, but also “good-natured, 
good tempered and good-man- 
nered”. He does not appear to 
associate these traits with the. 
present prime minister. 

The contrast between Lord 
Carrington's memoirs and those 
of Norman Tebbit could not be 
more striking. Quite apart from 
Lord Carrington's doubts about 
Thatcherism (compared with 
Tebbit’s across-the-board enthu- 
siasm), Tebbit clearly regards 
political opponents not as fellow 
practitioners of the same art who 
happen, sadly, to be of a different 
persuasion, but as a species of 
insect, to be crushed, if possible, 
underfoot. He dismisses Neil Kin- 
nock as “a windbag whose in- 
coherent speech springs from an 
incoherent mind." 

Not only is Lord Carrington 
civil; he is also reticent. He says 
little about his three children. He 
says nothing about money 
(though dearly he has a lot of it). 
He never mentions his winning 
the Military Cross. He seldom, if 
ever, uses his own first name. A 
reader could finish the whole 
book without knowing that Lord 
Carrington is known to his friends 
as Peter. 

On only one point do Lord 
Carrington and Tebbit converge. 
Neirher went to a university. 
Neither regards himself as an 
intellectual. Yet, in their diffe- 
rent ways, both are. Tebbit, the 
hedgehog, has thought his way 
through to a few simple princi- 
ples. Lord Carrington, the fox. 
has a more subtle mind. His 
accounts in “Reflect on Things 
Past" of such matters as the 
Middle East, the Falklands crisis 
and the concept of deterrence are 
not only worldly but extremely 
professional. It is a strange com- 
ment on Britain's upper classes 
that a man capable of such high- 
level abstract thought should 
have had to spend his time con- 
vindng everybody — including 
his party and possibly even him- 
self — that he was no more than a 
down-to-earth man of affairs. 

Lord Carrington's memoirs be- 
long to a civil age. Tebhit's to an 
uncivil one. Thatcher's cri- 
tics, even those who are civil, say 
she is largely responsible for 
creating in Britain an us-and- 
them political climate. Her own 
memoiis, if they appear, will 
make robust reading. It will be 
interesting, in particular, to see 
what she has to say about Lord 
Carrington — The Economist. 
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UNRWA in its 38th year 

By Pascal B. Karmy 


THE UNITED Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for the Pales- 
tine Refugees in the Near East 
(hereafter called the Agency) has 
offidally started its operation on 
the May 1, 1950 and has carried 
out and is still carrying out activi- 
ties that are very similar to those 
normally undertaken by govern- 
ments with the exception that it 
has no sovereign territory. The 
Agency is a subsidiary organ of 
the United Nations created by the 
U.N. General Assembly Resolu- 
tion 302 (IV) of Dec. 8, 1949. 

The Agency was intended to be 
a temporary one because it was 
hoped that the Palestine problem 
would sooner than later be solved 
and the Palestinian refugees 
would be allowed to return to 
their homes in Palestine in 
accordance with the natural right 
of return. This right was con- 
firmed by U.N. resolutions and 
in particular by U.N. General 
Assembly Resolution No. 194 
(111) of Dec. 11, 1948, which sti- 
pulates in its paragraph D, inter 
alia, the following: “That the 
refugees wishing to return to their 
homes and live at peace with their 
neighbours should be permitted 
to do so at the earliest practicable 
date..." 

Forty years have passed (1948- 
1988) since the Palestine tragedy 
resulted from imperialist and 
Zionist intrigue and the Arabs' 
utter failure to cope with the 
situation locally and interna- 
tionally. During all this period 
Israel has stubbornly refund to 
comply with Resolution 194 and 
with other subsequent U.N. re- 
solutions pertinent to Palestine 
and the Palestinians. Inasmuch 
as it did not appear that a political 
settlement of the Palestine ques- 
tion was expected in the foresee- 
able future, the U.N. General 
Assembly had to extend the 
Agency's mandate for two or 
three years at a time, the last 
extension was for three years 
ending April 30, 1990. 

The commissioner-general of 
the Agency has already transmit- 
ted his' annual report to the 
General Assembly covering the 
activities of the Agency during 
the period July 1, 1987 to June 
30. 1988. As usual the annual 
report will be discussed by an ad 
hoc political committee of the 
U.N. In this article, I shall point 
out the salient features of the 
report. 

The report covers the Agency's 
area of operations viz: Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan and the occupied 
territories of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. The Agency cares for 
more than two million registered 
Palestine refugees. Its budget 
estimate for 1988-1989 amounts 
to $233.5 million. The report 
highlights in particular the Agen- 
cy’s emergency operations under- 
taken in Lebanon and in the 
occupied territories and the enor- 
mous difficulties and hardships it 
had encountered in those fields. 


The report also describes faithful- 
ly and impartially the repressive 
and cruel measures taken by the 
Israeli authorities against the 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in their attempt to 
suppress the uprising (intifada) 
which has started in December 
1987. 

In the introduction to the re- 
port the commissioner-general 
rightly notes that “ever since the 
adoption of resolution 302 (IV) 
the assembly has looked upon 
UNRWA as an organ by which it 
seeks to discharge part of its 
responsibilities concerning the 
Palestine question. From a body 
largely devoted to meeting the 
emergency relief needs of a 
population displaced by the 1948 
war, the Agency had evolved into 
one primarily concerned with the 
administration of quasi-gov- 
ernmental services of public 
education, public health and so- 
da! welfare. Events of the put 
year, however, serve as a vivid 
reminder that, concurrently with 
this evolution, the Agency is also 
required to meet urgent relief 
needs of Palestine refugees 
affected by the periodic upheav- 
als that have taken place in the 
Near East.” 

As regards the Lebanon, the 
report outlines the specific diffi- 
culties the Agency had to face 
during the reporting period and 
notes that the emergency condi- 
tions there have occasionally 
placed the Agency's basic prog- 
rammes in jeopardy but it has 
nevertheless “demonstrated an 
ability to cope with the special 
needs of the emergency while 
maintaining regular services to 
the extent that local dreumst- 
ances have permitted." Those 
services indude essential educa- 
tion, health and relief services 
for the Palestine refugees. The 
Agency's appeal of Feb. 26, 1987 
for the sum of $20.6 million to 
meet emergency operations in 
Lebanon has been covered by 
spedal contributions. Hie section 
of the report on Lebanon gives 
ample information on the Agen- 



...the handicapped 

cy's work, the emergency condi- 
tions and the immense difficulties 
it had encountered during the 
year under review as a result of 
the disastrous fi ghtin g between 
the various factions and the be- 
sieging of the Palestinian camps 
in Beirut suburb and in the south 
of Lebanon. 

The Agency's hardships and the 


schools, cutting of water, electric- 
ity and telephone service to the 
communities and other economic 
and political measures. Agency's 
health centres had to cope with 
hundreds of casualties both the 
very young and the very old. The 
casualties include injuries sus-; 
tained as a result of beatings 
involving multiple confusions and 


For almost forty years UNRWA has cared for Palestine 
refugees and given special attention to... 


affliction met in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip are more serious 
and critical than those which pre- 
vailed in Lebanon. They stem 
here from the abominable 
Israeli occupation and Israel's un- 
successful attempts to crush the 
uprising of the Palestinian people 
in those territories. The report 
underlines the fact that the upris- 
ing has greatly added to the chal- 
lenges faced by the Agency. 
Under the emergency conditions 
the Agency had to help the re- 
fugees to cope with the increased 
difficulties resulting from the me- 
asures taken by the occupation 
authorities such as administrative 
detentions of large numbers of 
refugees, demolition or sealing of 
houses, curfews and restrictions 
on travel, expulsion of indi- 
viduals, fines, taxation, confisca- 
tion of identity cards, closure of 



-the old 


fractures, injuries and death re- 
sulting from the use of rubber 
bullets and live ammuni tion, and 
lastly injuries resulting from exp- 
osure to crowd control gases. 

As regards the Agency itself 
the report states that Israeli au- 
thorities -arrested or detained 
without charges Agency officials 
and maltreated them while in 
detention or elsewhere, violated 
the Agency’s privileges and im- 
munities flowing from the U.N. 
charter and misused Agency's 
premises and property. Agency’s 
protest to the Israeli authorities 
against those different violations 
were of no avail. 

' On the question of the educa- 
tion programme, the report notes 
that by ordering the closure of 
schools and the imposition of 
curfews fry the Israeli authorities, 
the pupils missed 40 per cent of 
their scheduled class time in the 
West Bank and 35 per cent of the 
scheduled classroom instruction 
time in Gaza schools. The Agen- 
cy's vocational and training cen- 
tres were disrupted throughout 
most of the year under review. 

In view of the emergency bur- 
dens, the Agency would need 
more financial contributions from 
member and non-member states 
of the United Nations and other 
international organisations and 
voluntary agencies. Special 
appeals were made by the Agen- 
cy to raise funds to cover the 
emergency requirements. There 
has been a positive appeal from a 
number of new sources, but the 
report observes; “Furthermore in 
both the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank where the Agency is being 
pushed to operate regular prog- 
rammes of higher level of activ- 


ity, normal contributions of funds 
are not increasing corresponding- 
ly. Despite the relatively forth- 
coming response of donors to 
help the Agency meet emergency 
needs, there is no indication that 
it can count on receiving the 
additional support that will be 
needed for general programmes 
once the crisis is oveT. I trust that 
the international community will 
bear in mind the need to extend 
the appropriate financial support 
if it rails upon the Agency to 
undertake new tasks." 

It should be further observed 
that the Agency was allowed by 
the U.N. secretary-general to 
provide humanitarian assistance 
on an emergency basis and as a 
temporary measure to non-re- 
fugees who are in serious need of 
assistance because of the current 
events. 

The commissioner-general 
most appropriately states in his 
report: “I would be remiss in my 
duty if I did not urge in the 
strongest possible way that the 
peace process, whatever form it 
may take, start at the earliest 
possible moment. In the mean- 
time, to the extent that our re- 


Tbe writer is a former Legal 
Advisor at UNRWA headquar- 
ters in Beirut and in Vienna. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabat Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


£ 
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MAN DARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is availabte 
Take away avaflaWa 
Open dailv 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 


Wadi Saqra Road ■ near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

< Tel: 661922 > 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and tasle our 
specialities 

Open daily 1 2:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

y 6:3(1 - Midnight > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 


Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p. m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 


Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

msmmmm 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -T| .30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 


The 
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Amman International Hotel 
Discover the unexpected plea- 
sures of the Amman Interna- 
tional Hotel. Intriguing fea- 
tures like piano bar with live 
music. A VIP restaurant sew- 
ing international cuisine, excit- 
ing and modem, swimming 
pool, all just ten minutes away 
from the citv center. 


For reservation please 
phone 841712/13/14 ^ 
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CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


'Agents aU over the world 

Tel: 664090. 660852 

Tlx: 22205 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 9254S7 
AMMAN JORDAN 


For all your: 


Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance. 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs. 


please call: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 


Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmeisani 
P.O. Box 7SU6 
Amrniin. Jordan 
Tel. 60467ft. 604696 
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sources allow,, we will continue to 
■do our best in mainta inin g and 
providing assistance to the Pales- 
tine refugees in the Near East.” 

Great credit most be given to 

Commissioner-General Giorgio 

Giacomeili and his staff, both 
international and local, for their 
untiling efforts in correctly steer- 
ing the Agency in the stormy 
weather and in the extraordinary 
circumstances prevailing in the 
above-mentioned three fields of 
its area of operation and for 
meeting the challenges imposed 
upon them in those fields. The 
report was factual and impartial 
and is a glaring documentary evi- 
dence on the abohonebt Israeli 
occupation of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Lastly I wish to make the fol- 
lowing observation. As is known, 
the Palestine problem constitutes 
one of the most explosive issues 
of our time and is likely to 
threaten the peace of the Middle 
East as well as the world peace. It 
is high time therefore for the 
United Nations and the world 
community to solve it in accord- 
ance with the principles of justice 
and international law and specifi- 
cally United Nations resolutions 
on Palestine mainly resolution 
181 of Nov. 29, 1947 which envis- 
ages the establishment of an 
Axab-Palestine state and resolu- 
tion 194 of Dec. 11, 1948 relating 
to the right of Palestinians to 
return to their homes from which 
they were expelled by Israel in 
1948 and thereafter. On Nov. 15, 
1988 the Palestine National 
Council has proclaimed the estab- 
lishment of the Arab State of 
Palestine. The world community 
should welcome and recognise 
this new state if it aspires to peace 
and stability in the Middle East. 
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Mediterranean thinkers 
ponder regional recovery 


K. . 




By Mnni Maim. 

71ic' Associated Press 

CAIRO, Egypt — When it gave 
birth to Western crvflisaiioiij the 
Mediterranean -was a ; landscape 
that modern ecologists have come 
to recall sadly as "paradise lost." 

Ravaged by man, the 
Mediterranean region has been 
scarred — hisb forests felled, rich 
stores of wildlife silenced, inincr- 
al-rich seal long gone, aquamar- 
ine currents simied by ofl slides. 

Today’s Mediterranean' world 
finds itself in an identity crisis. 

Some of , the region's leading 
thinkers, fearing the world is pas- 
sing them by, are trying to redis- 
cover a “Mediterranean identity” 
through the only common bond 
they can find: desperation to save 
what's left of the environment, a 
garden of Eden gone sour. 

It's a region “whose contribu- 
tion is acknowledged by the 
world, but whose future lies in 
doubt,” wrote Serge, Antoine, 
international relations adviser for 
France’s environment ministry. 

Antoine was among 60 dele- 
gates who agonised over the state 
of the Mediterranean at an inter- 
national conference Nov. 20-23 
sponsored by the Rome-based 
think tank Aspen Institute Italia. 
He called bn the region's 18 
countries to unite their cultural 
and political wills to shape a 
brighter future. 

A dear message emerged from 
the Cairo conference: the only 
way to solve environmental, so- 
dal, economic and political IDs of 
the area is to find common 
ground* uniting the diverse cul- 
tures tied by geography to the 
Mediterranean sea. 

“There’s only one -issue that 
can join us now,' and that’s the 
environment,” Gianni de Miche- 



Bs, Italy’s deputy prime minister 
and president of the Italian Insti- 
tute, told the Associated Press. 

“Despite the vast, differences 
between industrialised countries 
that border the northern 
Mediterranean and less-de- 
veloped countries bordering the 
south, everybody agrees we have 
to do something about the en- 
vironment. It's tiie only rallying 
point we have, the one issue 
public opinion can use to force 
politicians to act.” 

Delegates from Europe, North 
Africa and the United States said 
the Mediterranean region has 
greater potential for environmen- 
tal progress than most because of 
its manageable size and historical 
links its countries share. 

A major topic of the confer- 
ence was the Mediterranean ac- 
tion plan, a survey dating from 
the mkt-1970s seeking to balance 
the area's environmental and de- 
velopment needs through the first 
quarter of the 21st century. 




Revolt in occupied Palestine 

(Continued from page 4) 

Similarly, the uprising revealed the token nature of opposition 
of the American Jewish community to the occupation and the 
cruel practices that inevitably go with it. The uprising, and the. 
universally condemned methods used by Israel to suppress it, 
proved to be an embarrassment io the American Jewish commun- 
ity more than an opportunity to demonstrate genuine opposition 
to Israeli irrationality. It demonstrated the stranglehold of the . 
idea; propagated by the Israeli ruling establishment since the 
founding of the state of Israel, that the duty of American Jews to 
Israel commands them to keep their pockets open and mouths 
shut, at least in public.' 

The Jerusalem Post (international edition; week ending Febru- 
ary* ;^988);^rep6rt^ beeh^ftife^&dyuible' 

effwt ?, <ML &indraisn^ for Israd by American Jewish organisa- 
tions. In some cases (e.g., Miami and Chicago) more money was 
raised than last year. The Post also reported that Moms Abram, 
chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish 
American Organisations, said that “be felt confident that there is 
now support for a unified organised American Jewish community 
for Israel’s use of force to restore .order in the occupied 
territories." . 

The fact that the American -Jewish establishment has been 
more embarrassed by than opposed to Israel's repressive policy 
was betrayed by former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger’s 
attitude towards the events in the occupied territories. In a private 
meeting of American- Jewish leaders, Mr. Kissinger advised Israel 
to expel the media “A la South Africa,” and then to put down the 
uprising ' ‘overwhelmingly, ‘brutally and quickly.” . 

Although there are indications that this view exaggerates the 
degree of support Israel’s repressive policy enjoys among Amer- 
ican (and other) Jews, it remains a fact that mainstream Jewish 
opinion was more embarrassed than angry. Even though there 
have been notable individual exceptions, the American Jewish 
establishment's most visible involvement has been to exert 
pressure on the Department of State after the United States cast a 
vote in the Security Council in support of a resolution against 
Israel's policy of deporting Palestinians. Their primary concern 
has been to ensure that American support for Israel does not 
diminish as a result of Israel's rampage in the occupied territories. 
They wanted, and received from Secretary of State George 
Shultz, assurances cm Israel’s behalf that American support for 
Israel remains ‘’unshakable'." 

Given the often demonstrated fact that Israel is more sensitive 
to Jewish opinion than world opinion, these facts do not enhance 
the prospects of re thinkin g in Israel. 

5. The Palestinian uprising reveals the predicament of U.S. 
Middle East policy. It shows the stark incompatibility between 
America's affiances and its interests and principles. The U.S. 
government criticised Israel's use of force against protesters, then 
it rushed a supply of the same tear gas which had already caused 
Palestinian deaths. It also signed a new nrihtaiy agreement with 
Israel. The United States opposed the deportation of Palestinians, 
then it refused to support a Security Council resolution calling for 
the return of four persons deported by Israel in January. It 
criticised Israel's hard) role, then vetoed a Security Council 
resolution calling for respect for Palestinian human rights.’ It 
urged Israel to seek a political settlement to its conflict with the 
Palestinians, then it proposed a “peace plan” which- endorsed 
Israel’s refiisal to negotiate with .tie representatives of the 
Palestinians, and ruled out Pales tinian independence as a possible 
outcome. 

The uprising was a call for a fresh look at such a policy, which 
has proven before to be a part of the problem rather than its 
solution. 

CoBdnsibiis 

The Palestinian uprising against Israelis .seemingly endlesis 
occupation is a serious warning against continued complacency. It 
is a warning of the perils of self-deception, and of fee increagqg 
cost of self-delusion. The uprising demonstrates that the Palesti- 
nian-Israeli conflict will not self-destruct On the contrary, it feeds 
on neglect and acquires increasing potential for future conflagra- 
tions m.the Middle East It also reveals Israel’s incapacity to rise 
above its fantasies and face the political issue or Palestinian 
national rights, and it underlines the nefcd for pressure from the 
international community to persuade Israel of the need to come to 
terms with -the Palestinian issue. 

Similarly; ftshowsthe need for a U.S. policy which does not 
reinforce Israel's fantasies by catering to them. A U.S. policy 
based on the refusal to deal with the national leadership of the 
Palestinians and on the rejection of Palestinian independence 
feeds the Israeli illusion that a "final solution" of the Palestine 
question is a feasible dream!. A policy such as Camp David & the 
surest prescription for the perpetuation of the injustices and 
upheavals which have been the lot of the Middle East since 
Palestine was first destroyed in 1948. 

Many Palestinians have died over tire years to make these 
points, ami many others have died because the message was not 
heeded. It is time to understand that deverfonnulations arc not a 
substitute for statesmanship. Too much of tlm former and too 
Kttie of fee latter have been applied to the Arab-IsraeK conflict . 
The Palestinian .rebellion, in occupied Palestine is an anguished 
call for change. 


The Mediterranean basin is 
among the most developed re- 
gions in the world despite its 
varied cultures, but its population 
and industry are shifting rapidly 
toward its fragile coastlines. 
Tourism is increasing greatly 
throughout the region, and 
almost half the milli ons of annual 
tourists remain along the coast. 

The basin has 46,000 
kilometres of seacoast, only 40 per 
cent of which is flat, usable land. 

Additionally, population is 
growing unevenly, declining 
slightly along the Mediterra- 
nean's richer northern tier and 
expanding rapidly tn the poorer 
south. 

Experts warned of threats from 
other sources 1 : ships dumping tox- 
ic or hazardous wastes, deforesta- 
tion on both sides of the 
Mediterranean and the lack of 
effort to find alternatives to fos- 
sil-based fuels that pollute the 
atmosphere. 

One proposal to- spur 
Mediterranean recovery, sug- 
gested by Atef M. Ebeid, Egyp- 
tian minister of cabinet affairs, is 
the setting up of a “green belt” 
along the entire Mediterranean. 

American delegate Peter 
Thatcher of Washington’s World 
Resources Institute, while prais- 
ing the virtues of the concept, 
cautioned that politics can and 
often do override environmental 
considerations. 

“Before hostilities diverted 
military forces from building 
“green belts’ in west Africa, 
much was being done,” Thatcher 
said. 

. Umberto Colombo, chairman, 
of the Rome-based Italian Com- 
mission for Nuclear and Alterna- 
tive Energies, noted that fee 
Mediterranean’s problems are 
complicated because it is no lon- 
ger “fee world’s focal point of 
civilisation and development.” 

.“This focal point was first in 
fee north, then in fee west. There 
are good reasons to believe that it 
is now moving to fee great re- 
gions of the Pacific,'” now under- 
going rapid economic growth, he 
said. 


Discovering a culture that always was 


By Nelly Lama 

AMMAN — Let no one ever 
pretend that bedouin life is rid of 
.culture or art. In its own context, 
this life is a highly spiritual one, 
where man and nature are in 
direct contact, where man caters 
for his own needs, forms his own 
laws, taboos etc. and applies what 
we know as ethics and law only 
where it makes sense to him and 
his family. 

Anthropologists who, many 
years ago, studied Gulf Arabs in 
their natural environment were 
very impressed with their culture 
and with the fortitude of the 
female and her intrinsic role with- 
in her community. When man 
went out for a fortnight's fishing 
or for a hunting spree, fee woman 
took over. She undertook the 
task of judge, educator (in fee 
Koran), procurer, cook; she even 
buried fee dead. 

1 Today, after fee invasion of 
foreign culture that came with the 
oil industry, the Gulf woman has 
proved that neither change nor 
the influx of foreign influences 
could blunt her creative manage- 
rial power. 

On her arrival to Jordan in 
October to represent Kuwait at 
fee 3rd international seminar on ' 
Islamic art, Mrs. Ghada Hijjawi 
Qaddumj. curator of Dar Ai 
Athar Ai Islamiyyah revealed a 
fascinating story of a capable 
woman who, in joint effort wife 
her, has managed to change fee 
outlook of the West. 

“They associated Kuwait with 
oil and petrodollars'!; Qaddumi 
says. “They looked upon it 
(Kuwait) as nothing but a small 
modern country emerging from 
the sand along with an o3 jet in 
the middle of a vast desert wife 
no civilisation or cultural back- 
ground. There is now a massive 
coverage by the international 
press, of our cultural heritage, 
our museums and our collections 
of ait.”. 

She talked about a dedicated 
young woman. Sheikhah . Hussa 
Sabah AI Salem, founder and 
director of Dar AI Athar AI 
Islammiyah in Kuwait, a great 
collector of Islamic art Who 
understood feat it is not by own- 
ing valuables that one is rich, but 
by making the object meaningful 
to ourselves and others that we 
bring it back to life; it is through 
recognising its origins, its history 
and its aesthetics feat it becomes 
put of a culture. 

. “She committed herself .to dis- 
seminate the appreciation" and 
awareness of Islamic art,” Qad- 
dumi explains. “Ever since its 
founding on Feb. 25,1983, on fee 
premises of the Kuwait National 
Museum and under the aegies of 
the Ministry of Information, fee 
private owners of Dar AI Athar’s 
impressive collection of Islamic 
art. Sheikh Nasser Ai Sabah AI 
Ahmad AJ Jaber AI Sabah and 
his wife Sheikh ah Hussa have 
stimulated a tremendous upsurge 
of interest in Islamic art among 


the people of Kuwait. 

In the course of accumulating 
their collection, amassed within 
the brief period of eight years, 
they had two things in mind: To 
satisfy a basic need for Islamic 
culture in the area, and a need to 
bring part of the Islamic artistic 
heritage, dispersed in fee West, 
back home. To fulfill this aspira- 
tion, they sought the guidance 
and advice of Islamic experts 
from all over the world. They 
loaned their collection to. the 
state of Kuwait, who gave Dar AJ 
Athar its official status and its 
formal identity. 

Truly enough, Sheikhah Hussa 
acknowledges incessantly the 
dynamism of fee state and its 
contributions. 

Their collection was arranged 
chronologically in 10 galleries: 1- 
Umayyad. 2- Tultmid and Fa ti- 
mid. 3- Samanids, Ghaznavids 
and Seljuks. 

Iran, Khurasan and Afghanis- 
tan 10th- 13th C.) 4 — Ilkhanid 
(Iran mid 13th-mid 14th C.) 5-& 
6- Ayyubid and Mamluk (Egypt 
and Syria). 7- & 8- Tulunid and 


Safavid, 9- Ottoman 10- Mughal. 
The museum covers different 
media such as metalwork, textiles 
and rugs, glass, ivory etc. 

It is imperative to mention 
here, that this is one of the most 
vivid and educative collections in 
the Middle East for it was not 
housed in fee museum premises 
and left to lie there, instead it 
participates in a number of 
travelling exhibitions within the 
Gulf states. It will be touring a 
number of museums in the Un- 
ited States of America over two 
years starting 1990. 

It also hosts exhibitions from 
abroad such as that of the recent- 
ly discovered early Islamic Kora- 
nic manuscripts from San’a which 
made a great sensation. 

Dar AJ Athar publishes biling- 
ual catalogues to help in the 
understanding and appreciation 
of such exhibitions. It also pub- 
lishes a bilingual monthly news- 
letter which covers all the activi- 
ties, lectures and exhibitions held 
in the museum premises as well as 
a book review — the selection of 
new books acquired or offered to 


the library — and articles clar- 
ifying *Le various facets of Islamic 
art. 

To make fee museum more 
accessible for fee public, lectures 
are given by professionals. One 
session a week is given by 
Sheikhah Hussa who lectures on 
miniatures and carpets in Arabic, 
and by Ghada Qaddumi and Dr. 
Ramzi Bikh’azi in English. The 
season goes on for four months. 
Some lecturers such as Badi' AI 
Abed who talks about Seljuk, 
Moghul and Ottoman 
architecture and Dr. Ahmed 
Abdel Razik who talks about the 
Galleries of Egypt, are invited 
from abroad. 

If the visitor does not choose to 
take such a course, he or she is 
assisted by a body of volunteers 
feat Qaddumi is presently train- 
ing. “Docent” is the name given 
to such volunteers who go 
through a rigorous programme of 
study and who serve to “enlight- 
en” others by explaining to them 
works of art. These docents hold 
guided tours around the museum, 
in various tongues, thus helping 


. . 



The Muhtaraf 


visitors to enjoy and understand 
the exhibited artifacts. 

The staff of Dar AJ Athar AI 
Islammiyah do not only cater for 
the cultivated adult, they take fee 
child into consideration as well. 
They mean to imbibe him early 
enough wife a knowledge ana 
love of his culture and heritage. 
As a child enters Dai AI Athar, 
he is given a children’s guide wife 
photographs, illustrations and a 
questionnaire about fee various 
artifacts. Parents are given 
another booklet to explain to 
them how to assist their children 
in this novel experience. 

To cite one example: Beside a 
photograph of a large ceramic tile 
from Mekka are fee questions: 
“What is the building painted at 
the centre of the tile? In which 
Arab country is Mekka? In what 
year of the Hijra are we?” The 
child is also given three “creative 
pages'* to fill in. He is asked to 
draw designs adopted from what 
he had seen in the museum, 
within the outlines of a plate, a 
ewer, a bowl and a carpet. In the 
last page he is asked to write his 
impressions of the museum and 
what he remembers of fee arti- 
facts that he had seen there. 
After these papers are sent in, fee 
museum publicly exhibits the best 
entries as a further encourage- 
ment to children. 

All these efforts seemed to 
cover the “theoretical" under- 
standing of the artifacts only. 
Therefore a new practical work- 
shop “The Muhtarar* was 
annexed to Dal AI Athar in 
March 1988, taking the 150-year 
old Bayt AI Dar as a home. Its 
aim was to revive traditional Isla- 
mic and Kuwaiti skills. It now 
offers 10-week courses in cera- 
mics. jewellery-making, metal- 
work, painting in watercolours 
with slide displays to familiarise 
the participants with fee history 
of their craft. 

Sheikhah Hussa and Qaddumi 
seem to make a wonderful team.* 
Dar AI Athar newsletters are 
teeming wife pictures of them 
with the various heads of states, 
presidents and scholars. Two 
learned Arab women who seem 
to probe fee heights that profes- 
sionals in the world's most adv- 
anced countries have reached. 
Two ambitious, yet modest 
women who have put Kuwait on 
fee Cultural map of the world. 
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Central Heating & Cooling. 
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Restaurants 


Fast food at its best... 


Come and enjoy our new extended menu 
introduced by the new management. 

Hamburgers, Fish, Chicken 
Frankfurters, Milkshakes... 

QUICK 

CLEAN 

SERVICE WITH A SMILE 

Call us for children’s parties 

Shmeisani, teL 681826 
Jabal Amman, 7th Circle, teL 825940 
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Industrial Development Bank 
introduces risk- capital loans 


By Ghadeer Taber 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For the first time In Jordan, the 
Industrial Development Bank (IDB) is introducing 
risk-capital loans to enterpreneurs in an effort to 
encourage local participation in industrial and tour- 
ism development projects. 


Risk-capital loans are credits 
gjven to any beneficiary who pre- 
sents a sound project but either 
has no capital or lacks funds to 
start it. The bank grants the 
money needed in any of the two 
aforementioned forms at its own 
risk and after intense study with- 
out recourse to the borrower at 
any time for repayment in case of 


The IDB has at its disposal an 
amount of one million European 
Currency Units (ECUs) — about 
JD 550,000 (one JD = ECU 1.8) 
— which could be lent to “any 
person who has a useful idea to 
develop or set an industry but 
doesn't have the necessary finan- 
cial means,” according to Tayseer 
Wahbe, manager of the IDB's 
technical department. 

The amount was obtained from 
the European Investment Bank 
(EIB), an arm of the European 
Community (EC), under an 
agreement signed in Luxembourg 
Dec. 1, Wahbe said. 

The terms and conditions gov- 
erning the IDB's risk-capital 
scheme are also stipulated in the 
agreement, be said. 

Wahbe said any entrepreneur 
with ideas to develop projects in 
the industrial sector and tourism 
could secure a loan ranging be- 


tween 50,000 ECUs and 300,000 
ECUs. The loans will cany an as 
yet undefined but low interest 
rate and will mature in 25 years, 
he said. 

Wahbe explained the risk fac- 
tor by pointing out that the loans 
would be granted mostly on the 
basis of the merits and feasibility 
of the* concerned project on a 
case-by-case basis rather than 
guarantees and collateral. 

“This type of financing is 
appropriate to promote new in- 
dustrial activities'’ in the King- 
dom, be said, “since part of the 
risk is borne by the IDB and 
interest rate is also low.” 

Simultaneous with the one mil- 
lion ECU loan, the IDB also 
obtained another EIB loan of 10 
million ECUs which will be util- 
ised in the regular financing op- 
erations of the bank. 

The regular operations involve 
higher interest rates and usually 
mature in 12 years with a grace 
period of four years. 

The IDB will pay an interest of 
5.3 per cent per annum to die 
EIB and the loan will mature in 
12 years with a grace period of 
four years, Wahbe told the Jor- 
dan Times in an interview this 
week. 

“This loan will be designated 


Tokyo stock index 
soars aibove 30,000 


TOKYO (AP) — While most 
major stock markets around die 
world are still struggling to recov- 
er from last year's global market 
crash, shares on the Tokyo Stock 
Exchange are soaring. 

The market’s main price index, 
the 225-issue Nikkei stock aver- 
age, surpassed the 30,000-point 
mark Wednesday to dose at an 
all-time high of 30,050.82, up 
381.44 points from the previous 
day's dose. 

Securities dealers said the mar- 
ket’s bullishness is supported by 


the nation's brisk economic 
growth and sound corporate per- 
formance, but analysts are begin- 
ning to voice concern about what 
appears to be an endless upsurge. 

“I can't find reasons for share 
prices to fall," said Ichitaro 
Watanabe, a dealer at Nikko 
Securities Co. “Bullish shares are 
taking turns and leading the mar- 
ket day after day. I am hearing 
some investors saying the Nik- 
kei's 30,000 is only a milestone 
and the next goal is a 35,000 
mark.” 


for loans for various types of' 
projects which the IDB has cur- 
rently in the pipeline or has 
approved in the last couple of 
months,” Wahbe said. “There is 
no priority, there is no prefer- 
ence. The amount will be allo- 
cated in the next 24 months." 

The one million ECU loan, 
Wahbe said, is the first of its kind 
that the IDB obtained from the 
EC and it will also be the first 
time that the bank will introduce 
risk-capital loans in the Kingdom. 

“It will enable die IDB to 
participate directly in high-risk- 
projects," be said. 

Outlining the background of 
the IDB, Wahbe said that the 
IDB was set up in 1965 under 
special legislation which was 
amended with the objective of 
encouraging, activating, develop- 
ing and expanding the industrial 
sector in the Kingdom, encourag- 
ing small-scale industries and 
handicraft projects and assisting 
the financial market and the stock 
exchange, Wahbe said. It also 
owns equity shares in industrial 
and tourism projects in the 
Kingdom. 

Another objective of the IDB* 
is encouraging indigeneous own- 
ership of industrial and tourism 
projects in the Kingdom. The 
bank also issues guarantees and 
coun ter- guar an tees and offers 
administrative and technical 
advice to industrial projects 
whenever needed. 

“We also undertake technical 
and feasibility studies,” Wahbe 
said. “In cases where the resutls 
of the studies are positive, we 
might also undertake the financ- 
ing of the project,” he added. 
Usually, the share of IDB assist- 
ance to projects is around 50 per 
cent of the total cost involved. 

The bank has a capital of JD 6 
million and has access to foreign 
Joans from organisations such as 
the EIB, the West German KFW 


and Arab funds such as the 
Kuwaiti Fond for Arab Develop- 
ment in addition to facilities with 
the Centra] Bank of Jordan. It 
also accepts deposits. 

fo line with die statute of the 
bank, the IDB maintains' a spe- 
cialised department of experts 
whom it assigns to scrutinise the 
feasibility and merits of projects 
before granting loans. “We make 
sure that the project is well- 
studied and prepared and proper- 
ly executed and that it is capable 
of marketing a specified agreed- 
upon quantity of its products -as 
well as of repaying die loan,” he 
said. 

Terms and conditions, includ- 
ing interest rates and maturity 
period, are decided on a case-by- 
case basis, he said. 

Recalling the abolition of im- 
port restrictions on a number of 
products in August this year, 
Wahbe said the bank believes 
that “there is now quite a bit of 
responsibility on the shoulder of 
the investor... he has to put in 
more efforts at the conceiving 
stage of the project and has to 
consider each and every aspect of 
the project.” 

On our part, we assist the 
investor in this respect so that the 
risk is minimis ed. and ensure 
that the project is profitable and 
feasible in every aspect and be in 
line with the national objectives 
which have been clearly spelt out 
in the recent measures on foreign 
exchange...,” be added. 

At this stage, special attention 
is gjven to projects involving im- 
port substitutes and locally avail- 
able raw material, Wahbe said.- 

The bank approved a total of 
88 loan applications collectively 
worth JD 9.3 million since the 
beginning of the year until 
November, Wahbe .said. This 
compares with 58 applications 
amounting to JD 7.73 milli on in 
1987. 


OECD calls for tighter screening 
of aid to projects in Third World 


PARIS (R) — An international 
aid agency urged developed 
countries Wednesday to screen 
Third World projects more close- 
ly so as not to waste precious 
funds. 

“The aim is to arrive at a short 
list of projects which should be 
subject to - more detailed scrut- 
iny,” the Development Aid Com- 
mittee' (DAC) of the Organisa- 
tion' for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) said 
in its 1988 report. 

An official involved in produc- 
ing the report added: “Implausi- 
ble projects, particularly those 


inconsistent with reviewed invest- 
ment programmes or for which 
there might be serious doubts on' 
prospects of sustainability, should 
be eliminated at the start” 

The DAC was responsible for 
directing some $41.5 billion of aid 
to the Tftiid World in 1987, equal 
to about' 54 per cent of all net 
financial flows to -poorer nations. 

Although this was higher than 
the $36.7 billion allocated in 
1986, it constituted a one per cent 
drop after allowing for changes in 
exchange rates and prices. 

The 19-member DAC said offi- 


cial development assistance had 
grown by an average 3.S per cent 
annuall y over the past decade, 
but that would soon fen to about 
two per cent. 

On average, DAC aid last year 
ited 0.35 per cent of de- 
nations" gross national 
iuct, the total value of a 
country's goods and services. 
That was the same as in 1986 . 

The report called for more 
consideration in pinpointing na- 
tions which should recmveofficial 
aid. 

Africa would retain a high 



priority with most donors but it 
was increasingly dear that most 
poor people lived in countries not 
meeting United Nations criteria 
for “least developed.” 

India, Pakistan and China, 
while categorised only as low- 
income countries, contained a 
large proportion of the most im- 
poverished people in the world. 

' Others, including Indonesia, 
the Philippines, Nigeria and 
several countries in Latin Amer- 
ica, had lower mkkfle-mcome sta- 
tus but .contained significant 
pockets of poverty. 


Arab banker encourages wider 
participation by private sector 


ABU DHABI (OPECNA) — A 
leading Arab banker has said 
here that selling public sector 
enterprises to the private sector 
would make a “significant im- 
provement” in the efficient uti- 
lisation of resources. 

UAE‘ central bank governor 
Abdul Malik A1 Hainar told a 
seminar on privatisation and 
structural adjustment in Arab 
countries here that the main objec- 
tive must be to improve perform- 
ance and increase the return on 
investment. 


He pointed out that developing 
countries had made only “meagre 
economic progress” since the 
1960s when many held high hopes 
of success. It was not because 
enough funds had not been in- 
jected into the development 
sector. 

- A1 Hamar said the public sec- 
tor had made a major contribu- 
tion to economic activity in Arab 
countries in the past, but recently 
there had been a growing con- 
sciousness that the private sector 
should get involved more exten-' 
sively than at present 


Dr. Abdullah Al Quwaiz, 
director-general of the Arab 
Monetary Fund, told the seminar 
that the need to efficiently and 
effectively use national resources 
had renewed interest in priva- 
tisation. 

“Most current studies indicate 
that public sector institutions 
have become a source for drain- 
ing national wealth and a means 
of corrupti on and nepotism,'’ he 
observed. 

Al Quwaiz raid that the Arab 
fund which had so fax lent $1.70 


billion to different Arab govern- 
ments to meet budget deficits, 
would continue to promote Arab 
trade and economic integration. 

He said the private sector was 
more efficient than the govern- 
ment in r unning certain institu- 
tions and should be used, there- 
fore, to stimulate the economies 
of Arab countries. 

He warned that privatisation 
should not be motivated by the 
profit motive alone but ought to 
take into account the public in- 
terest. 


Senior World Bank official urges 
new strategy for debtor countries 


LONDON (R) — A World Bank 
official said Tuesday a new agen- 
da was needed to spur recovery 


among middle-income debtor na- 
tions and avoid an erosion of 
efforts to combat the intemation- 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Iran allocates $500m for rebuilding 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iran's parliament Wednesday approved 
over $500 million for rebuilding housing, businesses and facilities 
devastated by the eight-year Gulf war, Tehran radio reported. The 
radio, monitored in Nicosia, said that about 350 million of the sum 
will be used for “reconstruction of buildings and other facilities 
destroyed by the war,'' and the rest will goto rebuild of educational, 
medical and agricultural projects. Although substantial for Iran’s 


Inflation in Turkey shoots up to 87 per cent 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey has 
reported its inflation rate soared 
to an annual 87.5 per cent in 
November, the highest level since 
just after the 1980 army coup. 

Retail prices rose 6.9 per cent 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifleh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


last month following jumps of 7.5 
per cent in October and 6.2 per 
cent in November last year, the 
State Statistics Institute (SSI) 
said. 

The annual rate, compared 
with 41.7 per cent in September 
1987, is nearly double the govern- 
ment’s target for 45 per cent 


PRIVATE 

PIANO 

LESSONS 

TEL. 

819360 


WANTED 

International voluntary organisation requires Jordanian 
woman for production supervisor for a business. 
Qualifications: 

— 3-5 years experience in organising production arid 
meeting targets. 

— Must be seif starter and field work oriented. 

— Fluent English/Afabic. 

— Knowledge of weaving preferable. 

For more information please call 656872 


inflation in 1988 after an actual 
55.1 per cent in 1987. 

The latest figures are widely 
viewed as a blow for the free-' 
market economic policies of con- 
servative Prime Minister Tor gut 
Oral, who wants to take Turkey 
into the European Community 
(EC). 

Both the International Monet- 
ary Fund and the World Bank 
have urged Turkish officials in 
talks in Washington and Ankara 
during the past month to reduce 
inflation and stick to targets. 

Economic officials have 
pledged to cut inflation to under 
20 per cent by 1992, when Ozal's 
second five-year term ends. 

Bankers believe the goal is 
possible provided Ozal maintains 
tight fiscal and monetary policies 
and does not bow to party politic- 
al pressures as he has done in the 
pak. 

Inflation has caused wide- 
spread discontent among Tories 
who remember extremist political 
street violence and economic 


woes, including 101 per cent in- 
flation, which led to the 1980 
coup. 

But officials privately fear that 
any more hikes in inflation, which 
has seen rises of up to 100 per 
cent in prices of bread and some 
other basic commodities, could 
lead to a major groundsweU' 
against Ozal's Motherland Party. 

“Inflation is the most impor- 
tant economic issue in Turkey. 
Public spending must be strictly 
controlled," Erdogan Alkin, an 
economics professor at Istanbul 
University, told Reuters. 

The major cause of inflation is 
a ballooning budget deficit, which 
officials say is likely to reach the 
equivalent of $23 billion this year 
and $23 billion in 1989. 

The government was bolstered 
last week with an announcement 
that Turkey had a current 
account surplus of $20 million in 
the first nine months of 1988, the 
first surplus over such a period 
since official records started in 
1973. 


war-torn economy, the sum is nevertheless only a fraction of the 
amount needed for Iran torebrifld buil dings and facilities destroyed 
by die war with Iraq, according to Western analysts. They estimate 
rebuilding will cdkt Iran as much as the eight-year-war with Iraq. 
Some initial estimates are as high as $400 billion in the next decade. 

Iraqi phosphate exports rise 52% 

BAGHDAD (OPECNA) — Iraq has exported $4130 mflhon 
worth of phosphates during the past nine months, an increase of 
about 52 per cent over the same period last year. According to 
figures released here, the country’s phosphate reserves are current- 
ly running at 10 billion tonnes. Iraq is stepping up non-oil exports as 
part of its drive to reduce dependence on oil revenues. Recent 
figures also show a substantial increase in Iraqi cement exports, 
which totalled $433 million in value over the same period. 

World Bank lends Morocco $200m 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Morocco is to get another $200 million 
from the World Bank, the bank has announced. Morocco already 
owes about $18 billion overall, inducting about $4 billion to the 
World Bank. Last August, die International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), the bank's sister organisation, provided a loan of $287 
million. The World Bank's announcement said the government of 
King Hassan II has promised to increase productive investment, 
improve the collection of taxes and try to get- loans from private 
btmks. The IMF and World Bank are owned by 151 governments. 
The new loan is to be disbursed in two installments over the next 
year as the government institutes die promised reforms. Normal 
practice is to bait disbursements if the agreed conditions are not 
being met. It is repayable in 20 years, including five years during 
which only interest need be paid at a variable rate, now 739 per 
cent a year. 

Mexican president to combat poverty 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexican President Caries Salmas De 
Gortari says he is declaring a war on poverty, promising to make 
food more available to poor people, renovate public schools and 
fight inflation. “We have to combat poverty wherever it exists, 
where it is most prevalent, at its roots where inconfonmties are 
born and can generate social despondency,” Salinas declared at a 
gathering of leaders and government, representatives from the 
southern state of Oaxaca, one of the nation's poorest states. Salmas 
announced a programme to install community kitchens in poor city 
districts and isolated rural areas, trying to increase acoess to basic 
foods for ppor people. He said the government also will boost the 
number of subsidised food outlets throughout the country. 


FOR RENT 


Semi-detached villa for rent within a housing complex. 
Consisting of 4 bedrooms, 3 living and sitting area, 
sauna-jacuzi, kitchen, fully electrical equipped. Area 550 
sq.m. 

For further Information call 819684 


FLAT FOR RENT 
IN SHMEISANI 

Consisting of three bedrooms, sitting room, salon, 
and two bathrooms with solar heater. 

Call Telephone 602852 


INDEPENDENT VILLA FOR RENT 

.Consists of a basement and a first floor. The first floor 
consists of 3 bedrooms, large salons, sitting room, a 
study, three bathrooms. The basement consists of two 
bedrooms, salon, dining room and two bathrooms. 
Location: Shmeisani 

Call tel: 663816 


TO LET 

A fully furnished apartment, central heating, coloured T.V., 
telephone, parking, etc... consisting of two bedrooms and 
two bathrooms, ground floor in a two-apartment house. 
Location:, Abdoun near Housing Bank. 

Tel: 624812 or 814863 


WANTED 

Needed an Indian or Pakistani or of any other nationalities 
well experienced in typing, telex, shorthand and agent 
works, commercial correspondence. 

Please apply to P.O. Box 1606 Zarka or meet 
personally between 1-2 pjn. at Dar Amman Cen- 
tre, Jabal Al Taj,. Main Street, Retco building. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 sitting rooms, Irving room with 
central heating and telephone. Two minutes walk from 
.Shmeisani Shopping Centre. 

.For more Information please call 823441, 823442, 
Amman. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

First floor flat consisting of 2 bedrooms, 2 salons, separated by an arch, 
with dining room, sitting -room, 2 bathrooms, spacious veranda with 
access to all rooms, glassed in veranda suitable as bedroom for maid, 
kitchen with all electrical appliances, new deluxe furniture, wall paper, 
double curtains, central heking and telephone. 

Location: Fifth Cirde area Samurraa' Street next to the Arab Narcotics 
Office. 

Rent to be paid annually. 

Please call Tel. 812440 - 814462 


SECRETARY WANTED 
URGENT 

FLUENT FRENCH-ENGLISH secretary. Arabic not 
necessary. Using word processing machines. Asked 
by a public company. 

Send C.V. In Olympia Hotel, Mr. Marcaiilou 
P.O. Box 1569, Amman 


al debt crisis. 

Senior Vice-President Moeen 
Qureshi, one of the- bank's top 
five officials, told a British par- 
liamentary group the measures 
would build on a 1985 plan 
drafted by outgoing U.S. treasury, 
secretary James Baker. 

“Tbe stage is now set for a new 
phase in the debt strategy,” 
Qureshi said. 

Hie new steps included new 
comprehensive restructuring 
plans, fresh commitments to 
medium-term lending, more flex- 
ibility in tax and accounting rales. 


an expanded role for official len- 
ders, greater credit distinctions 
among debtor countries and a 
new emphasis on direct invest- 
ment. 

“I do not believe that the debt 
strategy can be sustained unless 
we find ways to marshal the 
support of all creditor groups on a 
medium-term basis,” Qureshi 
said. 

He said the task was difficult 
and creditors had shortened their 
time horizons in the past two or 
three years. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday Dec. 7, 1988 
Central Bank official rates 


9 


Sen 

Japanese yen (for 100) 

382.4 

384.3 

U.S. dollar 

. 40.0 

470.0 

Dutch guilder 

237.2 

238.4 

Pound Sterling 

867.2 

871.5 

Swedish crown 

77.3 

77.7 

Denfscbcmark 

267.8 

269.1 

Italian Km (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 

•36.3 

36.5 

Swiss franc 

319.4 

321.0 

128.1 

128.7 

French franc 

78.4 

78.8 




LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

Leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.8485/95 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S: dollar 1.1920/30 

Canadian dollar 

1.7480/90 

Deutschemarks 

1.9720/30 

Dutch guilders 

1.4695/4702 

Swiss francs 

36.60/63 

Belgian francs 

5.9625/75 

French francs 

■ 1290/1291 

Italian lire 

122.95/123.05 

Japanese yen 

6.0475/0525 

Swedish crowns 

6.4870/4920 

Norwegian crowns 

6.7280/7330 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 423.50/424.00 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Overseas buying and a rally on Wall Street sparked i 
rise in prices for the second consecutive day. The All Oidinariei 
index dimbed 12 points to 1,4713. 

TOKYO — Prices soared just before the dose and the mail, inde, 
broke through the 30 ,000 yen level for the first time. The Nikkei 
index rose 381.44 points, or 1.3 per cent, to 30,050.82. 

HONG KONG — Stocks shrugged off their morning bines to staee 
an afternoon rally on rumours that the Hong Kong Telecom share 
issue was well over-subscribed. Tbe Hang Seng index rose 13 . 6 $ 
to 2,690.28. . ■ ' ' 

STOgAPORE — Share prices dosed higher following news tfaaj 
the Nikkei radex had breached tbe 30,000 level. The Straits Times 
industrial index rose 2.85 to 998.99. »“nes 

BOMBAY — Share prices on the Bombay Stock Exchange fen 
sharply for a third successive day on end-of-account consider 
hons. Associated Cement fell 11.5 rupees to 396. 

FRANKFUM* Shares dosed higher in moderate trade but ofl 
the day’s highs after profittafcing and positkm-squarmc wWttiS 
away some early gains. The Real Time 30-shane DAy3 

Sfd ^ 9 - 57 - 1163 ^ * 09 

ZORICH — Prices ended a quiet session moderately higher Fart, 
gains following the record high in Tokyo and Wall StoeSS 
toe were trimmed by profittakmg. The Swiss index rose 33 tc 

PARIS — French share prices extended opening gains diepr^k, 
throu^a key fevel and New 

mght. The 50-share bourse indicator was up 0.64 per emit a±120( 

LONDON — Equities turned mixed in late trading after an 
rise on WaD Street ran out of steam and the stock 
market there turned lower. At 1535 GMT, 
unchanged at 1,767.4. • 

NEW YORK — News that visiting Soviet leader 
Gorbachev will announce a massive cut in Soviet armv 
boosted morning stock prices/TheDow rose five to 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


WBC may self Tyson-Brano rights 

MEXKXJunY (K) — The World Bo»ngCbiioc3(WBC) will 
auction off the promotion rights for a fight between heavyweight 
champion Mike Tyson and. top contender Frank Bnmo If die 
boxers’ representatives do not set a fight date soon, a conned 
spokesman said Tuesday .Eduardo Lamazon said the most recent 
stumbling block to the fight was a contractual dispute between 
Tyson's former "manager. Bill Cayton, who ctaims limits to 
Tyson’s contract, and fight promoter -Jarvis Astaire. Lamazon 
Sara an originalXtec. 4 deadline set by the WBC for a fight date to 
be scheduled bad been extended and no new deadline had been 
placed. He added, however, that if there was no agreement in the 
next few da^&che promotion rights for the fight would be 
auctioned off by the WBC. WBG President Jose Sulaiman is now 
in New York and may attempt to work out an agreement in die 
dispute, Lamazon said. He said a formal announcement on tbs 
fight would Kkeiy be made when Sulaiman returned to Mexico 
City later this week. The T^son-Bruno fight, originally scheduled 
for June in Wembty Stadium, has been postponed five times. 

British tennis at new low 

LONDON (AP) — Indonesia’s upset victory' over Britain in the 
Federation Cop plunged British tennis to an all-time low, press 
reports said Tuesday. After Monday’s Federation Cup defeat in 
Melbourne, the Mail said: “Britain, the country which gave die 
game to the world, has become easy meat for the small fry of the 
world.” The Mail pointed out that despite receiving vast profits 
annually from the Wimbledon tournament, including $13.95 
million tins year, British tennis still was not producing tourna- 
ment-winning players. ‘‘We are. left to hope that a champion 
appears as if my magic.” The Express said Indonesia’s victory had 
made Britain the joke of the tournament while the broadsheet 
Daily Telegraph charged that the team was guilty of doing nothing 
to assess the strength of the opposition. “The embarrassing result 
provides the strongest indicator yet that Britain are going 
nowhere fast,” the Telegraph said. 

Graf, Wilander named World Champions 

LONDON (R) — West German Steffi Graf and Mats Wflander of 
Sweden were formally named the 1968 . World Champions of 
Tennis Wednesday. The choice of the 19-year-old Graf as 
women's champion wasa formality after she completed the Grand 
Slam of four major titles and then added the Olympic crown. She 
was beaten only three times in 1988, twice early in the year by 
Gabriel a Saba tin! of Argentina and then in the women's 
championship in New York last month by American 

Pam Shriver. Wilander was less commanding but took over the' 
world number-one ranking from Ivan Lendl of Czechoslovakia 
and won the three of the four Grand Slam titles — die Australian, 
French and U.S. opens. The two were selected by a panel 
comprising three former greats of the game, Fred Perry of 



GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES OORB4 
AND OMAR SHAME 


THE CASE OF THE SHRINKING TRICKS 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* 10 7 
9 M3 

0 A J W 9 7 4 

* A KB 

WEST EAST 

* jsai. „ 

9 1542 . 9 J97 . 

0162 O Q 8 5 3 

*Q6 *J7S4 

SOUTH 

* A KQ 65- 
9 A K Q6 

0 Void 

* 10 9 3 2 


The bidding: 
North East 

Sooth 

W cat 

I 0 

Fan 

1 * - 

Pan 

2 0 

Pan. 

3 9 

Pan 

3 NT 

Pan 

4 * 

Pan 

4 * 

Pan 

C * 

Pan 

Pan 

Pan 




Opening lead: Rve of 9 

Never give up hope. If the obvi- 
ous fine fails, see if there isn't some 
other way yon can squeeze out the 
necessary tricks. 

ft is not easy for South to say out 
of slam once his partner has opened 
the biddin g, even though he is void 
in opener’s soil. Not that the dam is 
an that bad, as Sooth proved. 

Since he could not lead an un hid 


suit, badly as he may have wanted 
to, West chose to attack with a 

bean. Declarer saw at once fh*f if 
trumps split evenly, he could almost 
dawn his contract. A priori, howev- 
er, that was "g”™** the odds. An- 
_ other-hope waa that -Q-J -of -dobs- 
were hare. - 

There was no point in delaying 
matters. Declarer won the opening 
lead in hand. another high 

heart and raffed a heart. Next, he 
drew three rounds of tramps. One 
hope tfied when East discarded a 
di amo nd. Declarer crossed to the 
king of dobs, ami another chance 
went by the boards when no honor 
appeared. 

There was still one last possibili- 
ty — that the player with the long 
trump also stated with exactly four 
hearts and three diamonds. Declarer 
discarded a ebb an the ace of dia- 
monds and ruffed a diamond. The 
king of dobs served as the entry for 
another diamond nifL When West 
followed to the queen of hearts, the 
contract was home. Declarer had 
scored three trump tricks and three 
ruffs, three hearts, two dobs and a 
d i a m o n d. The defender’s dub and 
tramp trick had been telescoped Into 
one! 



“We're out of ice cubes. Hope 
your headache feels better.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAIK 
. by Henri Arnold and Bob Lm 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter la each squared form 
four ordinary words. 





Yesterday's! 


Now arrange the efrded tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Britain, American Tony Trabert and Flank Sedgman of Au- 
stralia. 

Tour de Trump to be staged May 5-14 

NEW YORK (AP) — When he was at first approached about 
promoting a Tour de Franco-style bicycle race in the United 
Stales, entrepreneur Donald Tramp said, “yon have absolutely 
got to be kidding.” Trump recalled his reaction at a news 
conference Tuesday to formally announce the Tour de Trump, a 
race tint will be begun in Albany, New York, May 5 and end May 
14 at Atlantic Gty, New Jersey, where Tramp owns two 
hotel-casinos. There the race will pass through New York City, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia and Delaware, covering about 900 miles 
(1,448 kilometres). Sdieduled tot participate are 18 international 
pro and amateur teams. Purse money will be $200,000. Three 
world-class cyclists from the United States attended the news 
conference. They were Greg Lemond, the only American ever to 
win the Tour de France, Alexi Grewal, who won the Olympic 
road race in 1984 at Los Angeles, and Davis Phinney, a bronze 
medallist in the team trial event at the 1984 Olympics. 

Harding moves closer to title fight 

TWEED HEADS, Australia (AP) — Australian Jeff Harding 
moved a step closer to a World Boxing Council Super-Mid- 
dleweight title fight by knocking out Brazil's Carlos An tones in 
the ninth round of their elimination bout Wednesday. Harding, 
23, extended his unbeaten record to 12 victories when he stopped 
the tough Brazilian, seven years his senior, after two minute 42 
seconds of the ninth round in the scheduled 10-ronnd showdown. 
The loss was An tunes’ first in 21 professional bouts. - 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY. DECEMBER 8. 1988 

K 85 HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll Righter Astrological Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The answers. Organize yourself for up- 
new Moon in Sagittarius nsiurs in and-commg career challenges. You 
a new cycle. Plan for travel, study hove the power to succeed, 
or intellectual jo ur ney s that are LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 29 Love 
useful There Is a strong urge to and hone matters need attention 
upgrade mental powers and break and some direct and firm dedaibna^ 

away from worn-out routines. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Control yourself, and avoid instinc- 
Q»e w « ij n«^ni rtf tfro hnrlrof fyn gf. tive reactions to circumstancea. 
feet family matters. You are run- SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
mng from one end of a financial sea- You feel cornered and need a 
saw to the other. Achieve balance, change of pace. Stay with cantrne- 
TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) If live activities that don’t disrupt 
you push too hard for love, you may what you h ave accomplished, 
loae. Avoid petty jealousies, and SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
give your partner some creative 21) Professional and career in- 
room. Everyone needs freedom. volvements become more reward- 
GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 2D mg. Lay plans to satisfy your em> 
You love a challenge so yon can rent desire far education, 
prove yourself. Avoid setting up in- CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. 20) 

ferior activities that are not op to Step worrying; and let go of a prob- 
your talents. Develop quality. lem in order to find a solution. Your 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to picture-perfect ides] is preventing 
JuL 21) Setting up things in terms y” fr™ wTr pr— fng yr nlwih 
of negative and positive produces AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 

poor results. Prepare yourself to Learning to control your thinking 
talm a mtddZeofcJuHOsd approach., wfll anchor your creative intellect to 
IEO (JuL 22 to Aag. 21) Doubt in useful and rewarding projects, 
your mind over a relationship per- Rambling ideas have few rewards, 
sists. Draw hade socially to take an PISCES (Peb. 20 to Mar. 20)Yoo 

objective view. Remain conations of rise a b o v e a ny fears or doubts that 
work and family schedules. yon had yesterday. Be vital, 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) energetic and and 

Others are depending on you for keep your cariosity high. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY: DECEMBER 9.' 1968 ' 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Astrotagjcalfy this is not a good 
day to start new projects. There is 
a strong desire to change lifestyles 
along with a need f o r freedom from 
routine. Some may experience this 
as restless nervous energy. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Yon 
fed unloved when you don't get 
your own way. Nagging stands in 
the way af clearing up problems. 


TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Pressures at work inoww . Some- 
one may try to nas e m o ti o n as a 
weapon. Ignore such tactics. 
Tonight promisee to be enjoyable. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Yoa may engage in a lively night 
out an the town with yoar mate. 
Yoar playful moo d and « ' « m ni n ipica- 
tiou ideas cantivate others. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to 
JnL 21) A social enga g ement yoa 
have been yearning for may be on 
tap. Physically attractive people* 
alter tout 8odd circle. 

LEO^dL 22 to Ang. 21) Turn tin- 
other cheek if necessary today. Con- 
frontatkus have no winners. Give 
others close to yon the freedom to 
make t b « *ir ow n flmiSHL 
VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Ef- 
forts to co n verse sad dear up a 


problem fsiL A show of respect and 
confidentiality will help solve it. 
Take a co ns ervative approach. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) 
Avoid someone who criticizes and 
runs down others. R o man es and 

love sre keynoted later in the day. 
Make w oi thwirilB d erisio n s . 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) 
Yon appreciate and benefit through 
yoar family. Yoar love is growing 
and becoming bolder. Tfre vafl lifts 
from a doudy financial picture. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Excitement, combined with ten- 
don, has yon ready to walk away 
from things. Resist an urge to do 
sol Relax with family and friends. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Tbe time ia right for r om a nti c pro- 
posals. You can express y o u r sel f 
favorably. Money a d van ces are at 
the top of the list today. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Avoid harboring zesmtment over 


your freedom to do what yon want. 
Invite -a co m p an io n to anew place. 
PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) The 

fast pace of Hfe leaves yen little 
time for yourself. Creative expres- 
sion Is needed to being oat talents. 
Schedule y*mr time to fnefade frm. 


THE Daily Crossword by K wroth Witts 


• • {Answers Monday) 

jurobtoK a6ash ; hyena swws. damask 
A nswer. Shone lungs oftW'.eppnaf to people w«h 


ACROSS 
1 Foundation 
6 Sloping 
runway 
10 Bridge 

14 Expiate 

15 Gkasol or 
hyalite 

16 Song refrain 

17 Reed 

18 FDmitom's 
Freem a n 

IS Sheepish 


21 Boxers best 

24 Eng. river 

25 Gnawed 

26 Finest attire 

32 "Messiah" 
composer 

33 Georgetown 


34 Teen reading 

36 Central line 

37 Haul 

38 Peevishness 

39 Toddler 

40 Copycat 

42 Oi the cheek 
44 Mercouri 
movie 

47 “Chances 

48 Chip Jn a: 
chip 

48 Early US 
qvangeBst 
54 Miss West 

57 Jal — 

58 Walked over 

59 Homer classic 
61 Me Kate" 

82 Lear 

83 Mother-of- 
pearl 

64 Rafaxatfoe 
85 Broadway gas 
88 Tea or thumb 

DOWN 
1 Implored 
2 Partkte 

3 Scions 

4 Hosts*? 

5 Shore 

6 fin printer 


IM JHB JMMM 
aaMMMNMHMM 


aaaiuaainaaa 

laHHH aaaa^^^H 


aHHH aHHH aHHHH 


« tSBBTrtnre Madia Santm. he. 

AH H0H9 RotfV« 


7 Footless 
creature 

8 Supernatural 
tone 

g The — of 
the Western 
World" 

18 Hawkshaw 

11 Chess piece 

12 Guinness 

13 Poet Ogden 

22 Soviet 
mountains 

23 Pocket braid 

24 Conjunctions 

26 Britisher 

27 Wald 

28 Maks butter 

29 Diary 

30 Author Jong 

31 Spread out 

33 Cn spe iu 

35 Tonne or Ott 

37 Durocher 

38 Alphabetic 
ppqiwoc# 

40 HJcbnest 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnmn nnnn 
nnnn annnra nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnrjnnnmm 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn 
onon onnunn nnn 

nnnnnnnnriririnii 

non nnnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nanici 
nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


41 Actor Robert 51 Sw ee t hao rt 

42 Synthetic . 62 Exhort 

rubber S3 — co nt andera 

43 Loosening 54 Mickey and 

45 Grip Wards 

48 Cause Borrow 58 Swiss river 

49 Oven setting 56 Byskm 

50 PeMs bones 60 Malay gibbon 


U.S. 
suffers 
shock 
defeat 
by Sweden 

MELBOURNE (R) — Stomach- 
churning nerves and the pressure 
of living up to glories past led to 
the worst United States defeat in 
federation cup history 
Wednesday. 

Sweden’s women tennis players 
for once drew the limelight usual- 
ly reserved for their more famous 
male compatriots by beating the 
second-seeded Americans 2-1 in a 
second-round shock at the 
National Tennis Centre. 

The United States, champions 
12 times, had never failed to 
reach the quarter-finals in 24 pre- 
vious federation cup tournament. 

Top seeds the Soviet Union 
also diced with disaster when 
Larisa Savchenko lost the open- 
ing singles against Austria. 

But Natalia Zuereva, the best 
player here in the absence of the 
sport’s top six, cruised to victory 
in her singles against Judith Wifc- 
ner before combining with Sav- 
chenko to win the doubles. 

Spain, West Germany, Austra- 
lia and Czechoslovakia all won 
their second-round matches 3-0 
but Argentina, the seventh seeds, 
bowed out to Denmark. 

Sweden’s Maria Strandlund 
laid the foundations of a popular 
victory by downing Patty Fendick 
6-2, 7-6 in the opening angles, 
her topspin backhand proving a 
weapon both deadly and gracefiil. 

Catarina Lindqvist followed up 
by scoring her first victory over 
Lori McNfil — a last-minute 
choice as number one American 
seed — winning a match filled 
with tension and info reed errors 
G4, 7-5. 

“This is the best result of Swed- 
ish women's te nnis for a long 
time,’* said Strandhmd.” 

“We knew we bad a chance, 
but we also knew we had to play 
really well/' Lindqvist said. 

“We didn’t feel under any 
pressure and after Maria started 
so well that made it easier for me 
to play good tennis, knowing we 
were 1-0 up.” 

Riessen paid tribute to the 
Swedes. “They were just too 
good,” he said. 

Barbara Potter, forced to stand 
down from the match by coach 
Marty Riessen because of a thigh 
strain, spoke for the whole team 
when she called the defeat a 
horrible nightmare. 

“I have an awful feeling in the 
pit of my stomach. I feel frus- 
trated for the team and I feel very 
sorry for myself because I didn't 
have a chance to play for my 
coon try. 

“It’s been a rotten day at work 
for all of us,” Potter said. 

Sweden wfll play Canada Fri- 
day in the quarter-finals 

The Soviet Union will play 
Spain in one of Thursday’s two 
quarter-finals. Spain, and in par- 
ticular 18th -ranked Arantkai San- 
chez, were too strong for Indone- 
sia, beating Britain's first-roond 
conquerors 3-0. 

West Germany will meet Au- 
stralia in the other quarter-final 
on Thursday, 


Peanuts 


Girardellf takes slalom lead 


SESTR1ERE (AP) — Marc 
Girardelii's comeback after a 
winless season and Alberto Tom- 
ba's second consecutive fall 
marked Tuesday’s inaugural sla- 
lom in the Men's World Cup 
being ran at this Italian Alpine 
resort. 

The Austrian-born skier who 
competes for Luxembourg scored 
his 24th World Cup victory Tues- 
day. After a 20-month shutout, 
he proved that his skill was un- 
affected by injury. 

Now recovered from a serious 
shoulder dislocation which trou- 
bled him over the last season, 
GirardelK, the only member of 
Luxembourg’s ski team, flashed 
to victory in a discipline in which 
his previous victory dated to 
1985. He had won two Super-G 
races and a giant slalom in 1987. 

By edging Sweden's Jonas Nils- 
son and Swiss Paul Accola by a 
solid margin, he tied World Cup 
victories of retired Italian ace 
Gustav Tboeni, who still holds a 
record of four World Cup overall 
tides. 

“I changed ski boots and sla- 
lom technique for this season and 


it paid off * said Girardelli, who 
climbed 15 points from Pirmin 
Zurfariggen in the overall stand- 
ings after three races 

Zurbriggen. the defending 
World Cup champion who is 
seeking a record-tying fourth ti- 
tle, made an early mistake in the 
first heat, did not qualify for the 
second run of the slalom here and 
failed to add any point to his total 
of 50. 

Yet a 38-point advantage over 
Tomba was left unchanged as his 
Italian rival dropped out from the 
second race in a row. 

An Olympic slalom and giant 
slalom champion, Tomba did not 
finish a giant slalom in VaJ 
Thorens last week and failed to 
complete Tuesday’s second run. 

The Italian skier, whose streak 
of nine World Cup victories prop- 
elled him to international fame 
last season, said he hoped to win 
a race soon to end controversies 
about his uncertain form and 
about commitments with his com- 
mercial sponsors, which have 
granted him lucrative contracts. 

“He may face serious psycholo- 
gical problems if he fails in 


another race,” commented Josef 
Messner, the coach of the Italian 
team. 

Tomba will have an opportun- 
ity to seek revenge in Sunday’s 
slalom at Madonna Di Campig- 
lio. Northern Italy, while Zur- 
briggen, an all-rounder, will try 
to widen his advantage overall by 
picking up points in two downhill 
races scheduled in Val Gardena 
Friday and Saturday. Tomba 
does not race downhills. 

Last season Tomba had scored 
straight wins and picked 50 points 
in the opening slalom and giant 
slalom races of the competition 
while Zurbriggen had gained a 
few points. 

The outcome of Tuesday's sla- 
lom indicated that the situation 
has changed considerably and 
that Tomba's chances to chal; 
lenge Zurbriggen for the overall 
title have been compromised. 

Girardelii’s comeback into the 
limelight may signal that the 
Swiss skier has found a new rival 
for the World Cup title and for 
gold in the world championships 
scheduled in Vail, Colorado, next 
February. 


Boxing authorities begin clean-up 


VIENNA (AP) — Amateur box- 
ing is turning to computerised 
scoring and better protective 
equipment as it battles charges of 
corruption and concerns over 
safety. 

Smarting from allegations that 
bouts in the Seoul Olympics were 
rigged to benefit South Korean 
fighters, the bead of the Interna- 
tional Amateur Boxing Federa- 
tion said Tuesday that state-of- 
the-art electronics would be used 
to make sure the sport was “hon- 
est and straight.” 

He also said gloves and 
headgear that would absorb 70 
per cent of the impact of a punch 
were bong developed with the 
help of the Berlin Technical Insti- 
tute. To be introduced next year, 
die new equipment would virtual- 
ly eliminate knockdowns and 
change the very nature of the 
sport. 

“There used to be a certain set 
of spectators that would pay high 
prices to see blood,” Chowdhry 
said. “But the widespread report- 
ing of amateur boxing on televi- 
sion means grandmothers now 
are watching our sport, and they 
don’t want to see that in boxing. 

“We want to bring boxing back 
to what it should be — the noble 
art of self defence/* 

Chowdhry was interviewed as 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee’s executive board and the 
association of National Olympic 
committees opened four days of 
meetings. 

The IOC’s president, Juan 
Antonio Samaranch, said last 
October that — because of 
medical questions and charges of 
corrupt judges — the position of 
boxing as an Olympic sport would 
be reviewed. 

Olympic officials were particu- 
larly upset over the Light-Mid- 
dleweight championship bout, 
when South Korean Park Si-Hua 
was awarded a 3-2 decision over 
American Roy Jones, even 
though Jones appeared to be the 


clear winner and was named the 
best fighter in the tournament. 

But the Boxing tournament in 
Seoul was also clouded in con- 
troversy from the early rounds, 
when South Korean officials 
flooded into the ring and attacked 
the New Zealand referee after a 
Bulgarian scored a 4-1 victory 
over a Korean boxer. The boxer 
then refused to leave the ring for 
more than an hour after the bout. 

The federation's board of vice 
presidents voted last weekend to 
suspend the boxer and the five 
Korean officials until December 
1990, Chowdhry said. 

Samaranch since then has said 
that boxing would remain an 
Olympic sport as long as he was 
in office, and — barring ill health 
or a monumental upset in his 
re-election bid next year — that 
would guarantee a spot for the 
sport in the Barcelona games in 
1992. 

But Chowdhry said amateur 
boxing bad to dean up its act. 

It would start, be said, by 
chang in g the scoring system from 
die “impression judging” that 
leaves fans and fighters in the 
dark about points victories until 
the referee raises the winner’s 
hand after the bout is over. ■ ■ 

“There will be no last-minute 
surprise decisions,*' Chowdhry 
said. “As long as the outcome 
depends on the whims of the 
judges, there is bound to be 
corruption.” 

Beginning early next year, he 
said, the federation will experi- 
ment with computerised scoring 
in which the five judges would tap 
buttons when they feel a punch 
has been landed. If a majority 
recorded a hit simultaneously, 
the point would register on a 
scoreboard, and that would be 
the official result. 

Chowdhry said the federation 
hoped to have a “foolproof sys- 
tem” in place by the time of the 
World Amateur Boxing Cham- 
pionships in Moscow next 
September. 


“This would eliminate knoc- 
kdowns and knockouts.” Chow- 
dhry said. “This will make it a 
scientific game.” 

Chowdhry said the push to- 
ward safer gloves and headgar 
had been criticised by some coun- 
tries, which stressed “killer 
blows” in their fighters. He re- 
fused to identify the countries 
but, when asked if the criticism 
came from the socialist bloc, re- 
plied: “draw your own conclu- 
sions. 


NBA Standings 

NEW YORK (R) 


National 

Basketball standings after 

games played Sunday: (tabu- 

late as won, lost, games be- 

hind). 




Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 



W 

L 

GB 

Philadelphia 76ers 

11 

6 

— 

New York Knicks 

to 

6 

Vfr 

Boston Celtics 

a 

8 

216 

New Jersey:. Nets . 

.7 

31- 

416 

. .Washington-Bullets 

4 

10 

516 

Charlotte Hornets 

4 

11 

6 

Central Division 


Detroit Pistons 

13 

3 

_ 

Cleveland Cavaliers 

11 

3 

1 

Atlanta Hawks 

10 

6 

3 

Milwaukee Bucks 

7 

6 

416 

Chicago Bulls 

7 

8 

516 

Indiana Pacers 

2 

13 

1016 

Midwest Division 


Denver Nuggets 

11 

5 

— 

Utah Jazz 

10 

5 

16 

Dallas Mavericks 

9 

6 

1V6 

Houston Rockets 

10 

7 

116 

San Antonio Spurs 

6 

8 

116 

Miami Heal 

0 

13 

1016 

Pacific Division 


Los Angeles Latere 

12 

3 

— 

Seattle Supersonics 

S 

7 

4 

Phoenix Suns 

a 

7 

4 

Portland Trail Blazers 

8 

8 

414 

Golden Sate Warriors 

6 

9 

6 

Los Angeles CSppare 

6 

10 

616 

Sacramento Kings 

2 

11 

9 


WHEN THE STAGECOACH STOPPER 
THE BANP1T POINTER HIS 
REVOLVER AT THE PRlVER, AND 
5 AIR * PUT OP YOUR. HANPS .» " 


• UJHAT WOULD YOU HAVE 
PONE IF YOU HAP BEEN 
THE STAGECOACH PRIVER? * 






'ME.. TOO, 
I GUESS. 



Mutt‘n’ Jeff 


MUTT YOU ^ 
SHOULD DRIVE 
A CAR LIKE . 
VOU PLAY f t 
^ <SOLF/ Al 



WHEN YOU 
PLAY GOLF 
YOU DON'T 

HIT ANY- . 
THING/ / 




MUTT, HAVE 
YOU GOT A 
DRIVER’S- 
LICENSE? 



Andy Capp 
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Calm returns to Baku, 
tensions pervade Armenia 


MOSCOW (R) — The southern Soviet republic of 
Armenia was said to be explosive after two weeks of 
ethnic violence but reports from neighbouring Azer- 
baijan Wednesday said calm had returned to the 
capital, Baku. 


Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and Prime Minister Niko- 
lai Ryzhkov issued another re- 
solution Tuesday urging stiff me- 
asures against local officials guilty 
of “inadmissible actions'* in de- 
■ porting large numbers of people. 


agency Azerinforra reported no 
incidents following disturbances 
this week in which demonstrators 
clashes with troops, overturned 
cars and looted offices and 
homes. Three people died in the 
troubles. 


State radio in Yerevan, capital 
of Armenia, said late Tuesday 
that the situation in the republic 
had taken on an “overtly thre- 
atening character." 


Suren Arutyunyan, as saying that 
officials in Yerevan were im- 
plementing a Kremlin directive 
this week to end mass dismissals 
cm the basis of nationality. 


But TASS news agency said the 
economic situation in the republic 
was being stabilised and that most 
enterprises were reported work- 
ing the day before. 

The Communist Party news- 
paper Pravda quoted the head of 
the Armenian Communist Party, 


At least 31 people were killed 
in the most recent unrest, centred 
on Armenia's claim to the remote 
Azerbaijani territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. Officials .estimate 
that 100,000 people from each 
republic have fled their homes 
and crossed the border. 


Yerevan radio, monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC), said conflicts 
and clashes had become “sharper 
and more widespread ” in areas 
where Armenians and Azerbai- 
janis were living side by side. 


It said people had been killed 
when events had “got out of 
control'' and criticised the repub- 
lic's Internal Affairs Ministry for 
its handling of the unrest. 

In Baku, the Azerbaijani news 


The dispute over Nagorno- 
Karabakh has claimed more than 
60 lives since it first erupted last 
February. 

The territory is populated 
mainl y by Armenians but since 
1923 has been administered by 
Azerbaijan. 


The territory's demands to be 
transferred to Armenian control 
have been rejected by Azerbaijan 
and the Kremlin last July ruled 
out any changes in local borders. 


Sri Lankan violence 
kills 47 in one day 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (AP) — 
At least 47 people were killed in 
continuing ethnic violence in Sri 
Lanka over the past 24 hours, 
military officers and officials said 
Tuesday. 

An official at the Indian High 
Commission or embassy said 21 
people were killed in a gunbattle 
between Indian soldiers and 
Tamil rebels in northeastern Sri 
Lanka Monday night. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
victims included 13 rebels and 
seven Indian soldiers. 

Meanwhile. Sri Lankan milit- 
ary officials said at least three 
.Tamils were killed, apparently in 
warfare between rebel groups. 

The officials, who cannot be 
identified undeT briefing rules, 
said the bodies of the three 
Tamils were found in the town of 
Jaffna. 300 kilometres north of 
Colombo. 

At least 23 people were killed 
in the south and centre of the 
island in violence connected with 
the violent Sinhalese uprising 
against the government, they 
said. 

Of these, 16 people appeared 
to be victims of Sinhalese militant 
groups, they said. The victims, 
killed in separate incidents, were 
believed to be supporters of the 
ruling United National Party, 
they said. 

The officials also said that the 
bodies of seven people, believed 


to be Sinhalese militants, were 
found in Colombo and a southern 
town. The militants were be- 
lieved killed by members of local 
vigilante groups, they said. 

Sinhalese militants have been 
agitating since July 1987 against 
an India-sponsored peace accord 
aimed at ending the five-year-old 
war by Tamil rebels for an inde- 
pendent homeland. The war has 
claimed at least 8,500 lives since 
1983. 

The accord, which was 
accepted by the Sri Lankan gov- 
ernment, later was rejected by 
the Tamils, who claimed it did 
not meet their demands for grea- 
ter autonomy. 

India moved in troops to quell 
the insurrection and has since 
been battling Tamil militants in 
the north and east of Sri Lanka. 

India became involved in the 
island republic's ethnic problem 
because of the sympathies of its 
own 60 million Tamils to the 
rebel cause. 

Sinhalese militants opposed the 
accord, saying it gave too many 
concessions to the Tamils. The 
government has blamed the mili- 
tants for at least 900 killings since 
the accord was signed. 

Tamils form 18 per cent of Sri 
Lanka's 16 million people. Tamil 
militants claim they are discrimin- 
ated against by the Sinhalese, 
who make up 75 per cent of the 
population and control the milit- 
ary and the government. 


Secret shuttle glides 
to a successful end 


EDWARDS AIR FORCE 
BASE, California (AP) — Atlan- 
tis streaked out of orbit and 
glided to a landing Tuesday as a 
small band of spectators cheered 
the safe return of the five military 
astronauts from a secret spy satel- 
lite mission. 

Navy Commander Robert Gib- 
son guided the shuttle to a touch- 
down at Edwards Air Force 
Base at 2335 GMT, ending a 
flight of four days, nine hours 
five minutes. 

“They have been given the 
welcome back call,'* declared Bil- 
lie Deason at mission control in 
Houston. 

Two loud sonic booms crackled 
overhead before Atlantis 
swooped down from partly sunny 
skies for the final approach to 
Rogers dry lake in the Mojayc 
desert. 

The mission reportedly de- 
ployed a radar satellite to spy on 
the Soviet Union. But the air 
force and the National Aeronau- 


tics and Space Administration 
(NASA) had cloaked the mission 
in secrecy and would not com- 
ment on the reports. 

Tuesday's landing was closed 
to public viewing from the 
observation site on this military 
base 128 kilometres north of Los 
Angeles. Only a few hundred 
journalists, NASA employees 
and invited guests were wit- 
nesses. 

In contrast, hundreds of 
thousands of people had watched 
Discovery return in October from 
a flight that put the United States 
back in space for the first time 
since the Challenger tragedy. 

Mission control in Houston 
Sited its curtain of silence on the 
flight to report that Gibson, com- 
mander of the five-man military 
crew, had fired the rockets Tues- 
day to slow the spaceship's 28,000 
kilometres per hour speed and 
drop it out of orbit into an hour- 
long fiery descent through the 
atmosphere. 


Problems of elderly 
loom over Third World 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The problems of dealing with an older 
population are looming over the developing nations, which now 
account for four-fifths of the worldwide growth in that age group, 
a Census Bureau report said Tuesday. 

Aging has attracted considerable attention In indnstriafised 
countries in recent years. But the Census Bureau report shows that 
the majority of older people live in the so-called Tbod World — 
the nations least able to cope economically with the needs of the 
elderly. 

Currently, developing countries account for 58 per cent at all 
people age 55 and over. And those nations account for some 80 per 
cent of the li milli on people who pass that birthday every month, 
according to the Census Bureau study, “Aging in the Third 
World.” 

The developing nations include 159 nuOBon people age 65 and 
over, compared with 140 million in industrialised countries, the 
report said. 

“Aging in most developing countries has not yet emerged as a 
dominant social phenomenon,” the new Census Bureau study by 
Kevin Kinsdla says. 

But over the next 30 years, he says, the balance is expected to 
shift markedly, with some 72 per cent of older people living in 
developing nations in the year 2020. 

Those countries have the opportunity to learn from the efforts 
and midalwt made by the industrialised nations of Europe and 
North America, Kmsella reports. 

“These nations have time to assess demographic projections, 
consider stru c tu ral changes in social institutions such as marriage 
and the famil y, compare and evaluate programmatic responses 
already attempted and, in short, debate issues before they are 
branded as crises, Kinsdla said. 


Papandreou’s wife 
carves out career 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — While 
Premier Andreas Papandreou’s 
romance with a 34-year-old air- 
line stewardess makes headlines 
at home, his estranged American- 
born wife is carving out her own 
international political career. 

Margaret Papandreou, 66, the 
international coordinator of a. 
peace group called “Women for a 
Meaningful Summit" flew to 
Brussels Tuesday to attend a con- 
ference that coincides with a 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) defence ministers’ 
meeting. 


“Our conference is timed in 
parallel with the defence minis- 
ters' gatherings to draw attention 
to our point of view on disarma- 
ment," she told a news confer- 
ence Monday. 

In the past two years, she has 
flown around the world to drum 
up support for feminist cam- 
paigns against nuclear weapons, 
last June, she met with Soviet* 
leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev on 
the sidelines of the U.S.-Soviet 
summit in Moscow. 

Papandreou said that from 
Brussels she will travel to Atlan- 
ta, Georgia to address a U.S. 
peace group “Sane Freeze.” 


‘Til also be launching plans for 
an international women's peace 
festival on the (Greek) island of 
Crete in 1990,” she said. 

Papandreou says she is willing 
to discuss her 69- year-old hus- 
band’s divorce plans, but wants to 
meet him face-to-face. 

“If he's ready. Fm waiting for 
him to come and talk to me 
himself. For some time. I’ve been 
as king to talk to him,” she told 
reporters after the news confer- 
ence. 

“I tried to keep this issue be- 
tween us... I didn’t want it to 
become a serial story,” she said, 
referring to government 
announcements and weeks of 
front-page newspaper stories ab- 
out the premier’s divorce plans. 

The socialist premier said be- 
fore undergoing heart surgery in 
London two months ago that he 
wants to divorce his wife. The 
couple married 37 years ago and 
have four grown-up children and 
two grandchildren. 


He has not said publicly that he 
intends to many the airline ste- 
wardess, Dimitra Liani, but her 
picture appeared in a pro-govern- 
ment newspaper captioned “The 
Premier’s Future Wife.” 


Cyclone reinforces Bangladesh’s 
reputation as bad luck country 


By Atiqul Alam 

Reuter 


'My fear is that the final 
figure should be between 5,000 


DHAKA — Bangladesh’s 
latest catastrophe, in which a 
cvclone mnv have killed no to 

and 10,000,” said one official. 

The figure pales against the 
total of 1.6 million who have 
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10.000 people, has added to its 
unenviable reputation as an' 
unlucky country. 
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tones that have hit since re- 
cords began in 1822. 

Die worst was in 1970 when 



Bom in bloodshed in 1971, 
Bangladesh has staggered 
through coups, cyclones, 
floods, droughts, disease and 
ferry boat disasters during its 
short history. 

Even for one of the world’s 
poorest counties, with a per 
capita annual income of $130, 
the disasters are on a scale the 
rest of the world finds hard to 
imagine. 

The latest catastrophe came 
last Tuesday when a cyclone 
lashed the coast. By Sunday 
the confinned death toll had 
reached 1,552 but officials said 
15.000 people were still mis- 
sing. 


100,000 people were killed, a 
calamity that many believe 
helped Bangladesh's move to 
independence the next year. 

The then president of Pakis- 
tan, Yahya Khan, did not tour 
the devastated areas in what 
was then East Pakistan, lead- 
ing Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
the father of Bangladesh, to 
declare: 

“This proves that this land 
belongs to us and not him. We 
must try to keep him at that 
distance forever.” 

Jammed into a countryside 
divided by rivers and with few 
trees, the 105 million people 
have two passions — politics 
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and poetry. 

Politics has killed two of the 
country's presidents while 
poetry is the main relief in the 
people's daily battle for food 
and survival. 

Government figures show 
that nearly 2,000 die each year 
in boat accidents and hundreds 
succumb to diseases such as 
dysentry and cholera. 


Life is hardest on the tiny 
mud island in the Bay of Ben- 
gal, where five-metre high tidal 
waves generated by a 165 
kilometres per hour cyclone 
struck last week. 

Peopled mainly by fisher- 
men, woodcutters and farmers, 
the islands are endlessly 
threatened by surging tides. A 
high wind can spell disaster. 

When a cyclone approaches 
people flee for forested areas 
in the hopes the trees will stop 
the wind and waves. 

When the winds are just a bit 
more powerful than normal, 
they survive. But when a real 
cyclone advances, they die. 

Thousands who left the is- 
lands last week took shelter 
near the Sunderbans, the big- 
gest Mangrove forest in South 
Asia. 

After the cyclone passed, 
many of them were found dead . 
among the tangled roots of the 
forest 



Armenian refugees flee Azerbaijan last week during a flare-up of e thnic tensions 


Estonians stand up to 
Moscow over pollution 


T ALLIN N, USSR (AP) — The 
parliament of the tiny Baltic re- 
public of Estonia exercised its 
newly declared sovereignty for 
foe first time Tuesday by banning 
further industrial development in 
an ecologically devastated area. 

The action puts Estonia, with a 
population of 1.6 millio n people, 
on a collision course with Mos- 
cow ministries, but it is a battle 
foe Estonians might win. 

Soviet President Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev has repeatedly com- 
plained that the central 
bureaucracy is the greatest 
opposition to his reforms, and be 
has promised to increase the pow- 
er of local councils over foe Mos- 
cow departments that run most of 
the nation's industry. 

The Supreme Soviet, or parlia- 
ment, of Estonia, declared its 
sovereignty Nov. 16 over all its 
internal affairs, but foe Soviet 
presidium, or executive council 
of the National Parliament, 
promptly deemed foe action illeg- 
al. The Estonians have refused to 
abide by that order, saying their 


own constitutional amendments 
take precedence over Praesidium 
decrees. 

An Estonian constitutional 
amendment gave the republic's 
parliament foe power to veto 
Soviet laws, but Estonian officials 
are choosing their battles careful- 
ly. On Tuesday, they postponed 
plans to override a pair of con- 
troversial nationwide decrees 
limiting demonstrations and dis- 
sent. Estonian leaders have de- 
cided to ignore the decrees and 
instead to enforce only a more 
liberal Estonian law on foe same 
subject passed last January. 

Tuesday's parliamentary deci- 
sion to crack down on pollution 
responds to public anger over foe 
worst of foe Moscow ministries’ 
excesses. 

“Life lately has shown foe 
ministries don’t have foe desire to 
go to court over matters of en- 
vironmental protection,” said 
Estonian Prime Minister Zndrek 
Toome in explaining why Esto- 
nia's government was stepping in. 

’ Supreme Soviet Deputy En- 


del Lippmaa said the new en- 
vironmental protection law could 
not have been passed without foe 
powers contained in foe Nov. 16 
Estonian constitutional amend- 
ment. 


The law bans expansion of min- 
ing or other polluting industries 
in northeastern Estonia, which 
has suffered tremendous environ- 
mental damage from phosphorite 
and oil shale mining and from the 
burning of the shale in power 
plants, said Lippmaa and fellow 
representative Juhan A are, lead- 
er of the Estonian Greens Move- 
ment, an environmental group. 

This puts foe Estonian govern- 
ment in direct conflict with foe 
Moscow minis tries that nm foe 
Tallinn papermill, the Viru power 
plant and foe Maardu chemical 
factory, Lippmaa said. Estonian 
officials have tried in vain for 
years to persuade the bureaucrats 
to reduce air and water pollution 
from these facilities, but they 
have had no authority and no 
effect. 



Quake rocks Georgia 


British police get powers 


WASHINGTON (R) — A strong earthquake 
initially, measuring 6.9 on foe Richter Scale struck 
foe western Caucasus mountains in Soviet Georgia 
Wednesday, a spokesman for foe U.S. geological 
survey said. Spokesman David Terrell said foe 
earthquake, monitored in Golden, Colorado, 
struck at 11:41 a.m. local time. The epicentre was 
located about 80 kilometres southwest of the 
Georgian capital, Tbilisi. The survey said it had no 
immediate reports of damage or injuries. An 
earthquake recording above six on the open-ended 
Richter Scale is capable of widespread damage. 


‘Stealth not invisible’ 


SYDNEY (AP) — The new U.S. Stealth bomber 
unveiled two weeks ago that is supposed to be 
virtually invisible to radar can be detected by a 
new Australian over-the-horizon radar network, a 
government scientist said Tuesday. The scientist 
said foe Australian-designed radar network cur- 
rently being installed in three locations along 
Australia’s remote northern and western areas 
could detect one of foe new U.S. aircraft from a 
“great distance” and track it to within 1,000 
kilometres. “Once foe plane is inside the 1,000- 
kaiometre range it is invisible. Before that it can 
appear on our radar. It can still hit the target but 
by then your (jet) fighters have been scrambled," 
he said. “The Americans have not entirely wasted 
their money,” said the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. He is a member of the 
government's defence arm in high frequency 
radar. 


LONDON (AP) — The House of Commons 
Tuesday night voted 305-45 for legislation to 
permanently enshrine in British law special police 
powers for fighting guerrillas in Northern Ireland. 
The 45 opposing votes were from opposition 
Labour Party members, who refused leadership 
orders to abstain rather than vote against the bm. 
An earlier 311-199 vote rejected an opposition 
amendment that expressed determination to de- 
feat terrorism while opposing foe bill as undermin- 
ing foe rule of law. The votes came at the end of a 
day’s debate on foe government’s prevention of 
terrorism (temporary provisions) bDI at its second 
reading, when a bill is accepted or rejected in 
principle. The bill now goes to a third reading. The 
bill had virtually been guaranteed passage, as the 
governing Conservative Party has a 100-seat 
majority in foe 650-member house. At the end erf 
debate, Ian Stewart, minister for Northern Ire- 
land, said that not having the bill would be a 
“decisive shift away from the needs of the forces of 
law in favour of the men of violence." 


Cancer patients get money 


UNESCO wants Bush 


NEW YORK (AP) — United Nations Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) chief Frederico Mayor says be is readying 
a “nriss-you-pledse-come-back” invitation to the 
incoming Bush administration in hopes of ending a 
four-year U.S. walkout of Paris-based organisa- 
tion. Mayor, in an interview Tuesday with the AP 
expressed confidence that his moves to streamline 
and depolitidse UNESCO would help persuade 
the U.S. and British governments to reoonsider 
their withdrawal from the organisation. The UN- 
ESCO director-general said that, as soon as 
George Bush takes office next month, he would 
reissue an invitation he previously extended to 
Ronald Reagan's administration. He said the 
message to Washington, embodied in a resolution 
adopted by foe UNESCO genera] conference, is: 
“We miss you. Please come back.” The United 
States withdrew from UNESCO Dec. 31, 1984, 
complaining that the 160-nation organisation had 
become too anti-Western, too costly and too 
inefficient under Mayor's predecessor, Amadou 
Mabtar m'Bow of Senegal. 


LONDON (R) — More than 20Q cancer patients 
received radiation overdoses because of a hospital 
blunder and health officials said Tuesday they 
might have fo pay £5 million ($9 million) com- 
pensation. A report drawn on foe incident at the 
Royal Devon and Exeter hospital, southwest 
England, found that 207 people had received a 25 
per cent overdose from an incorrectly set 
radiotherapy machine in the first six months of this 
year. About 80 of the patients had died, although 
health officials said only two deaths had been 
accelerated by the overdose. Eight of the remain- 
ing patients were considered at high risk of dying 
because of the increased radiation. Many, of foe 
others could suffer long-term ade-effects, includ- 
ing excessive scarring of skin, bones and lungs. 
Murray French, chairman of the local health 
authority, said compensation to patients and rela- 
tives would have to be spread over several years. 


Hirohito’s condition worsens 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese Emperor Hirohito’s 
condition worsened Wednesday idler be had 
apparently recovered from the worst crisis of has 
long illness, palace officials said. Doctors are 
dosely monitoring the 87-year-old monarch's vital 
signs after a sudden rise in his temperature and 
drop in blood pressure indicated he might be 
suffering further internal bleeding, they added. On 
Monday the emperor needed a blood transfusion 
and oxygen to help him survive what officials said 
was his worst crisis since he fell ill on Sept. 19. 



‘Masquerade’ hare 
sold at auction 


LONDON (AP) — Writer-artis 
Kit WffijaxDS whose book “Mas^ - 
querade” sparked an internation / >'^ 
altreasure hunt in the late 1970s ,?■*' 
failed in his bid Monday to bu; 
back the treasure — a gold petty 
dan t. An anonymous collecto 
bought the bejewelled 18-kara'_,f» 
gold hare £31,900 ($59,650) a^ff* 
auction. Williams created am' . 
buried pendant in rural Englam ‘ 
as the goal of the treasure faun 
whose dues appeared in his bool 
in the late 1970s. The pendan *' 
eventually was found in 1982 
accidentally, .by Doogall Tbomjsor = • 
who was waDcing his dog at fo* ‘ ‘ . - 
spot in Amp thin. Bedfordshire 1 
Thompson was the seller Monda; 
at a Sotheby's auction. "I woufc .. 
have liked to bay it back bu : . 
couldn’t afford to,” the 42-year r • 
old Williams said when his £6,00 . 

($11,220) b 5d failed. 
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Philips’ comments 
cause a stir 


- . t 


LONDON (AP) — Remarks fr 
Prince Philip defending hunting 
have been criticised by anhna 
conservatiooalists, and his com 
ment comparing wives to prosti 
totes has drawn the ire of opposi 
tion Labour Party legislators. Tb 
outspoken 67-year-old husbam. 
of Queen Elizabeth U was speak 
mg Tuesday at a luncheon gives 
by the Association of America 
Correspondents in London. H» 
made foe controversial comment ‘ 
during a speech critical of tfr 
rescue of two whales off Alask- 
this October, calling it a costh 
“circus act,” irrelevant to con 
serving the species. Prince Philip 
who has been president of fo* 
World Wide Fund for Nature 
formeriy the World Wildlif 
Fund, since 1981 and who travel 
widely promoting nature con 
servation, defended his own in 
terest in hunting. He compare* 
taking part in bloodsports, 
favourite pastime of foe royals, t< 
being a butcher selling meat o 
slaughtered animals. “I don' 
think doing it (killing animals) fo 
money makes it any more moral 
I don’t think a prostitute is mow 
moral than a wife, but they an 
doing the same thing,” he said 
“It is really rather like saying if i 
perfectly all right to commit ariol 
tery — providing you don't enjer 
it," he added. 
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Hefner is not 
that type of man 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Hugh Hef 
ner, founder of Playboy Maga 
zinc, just is not that type of man. 
While 800 guests reveled at a 35 tl 
anniversary party for the maga 
zine, the man once described a. 
“the prophet of pop hedonism’ 
stayed home. “Fve sown ray oats 
and Fm very pleased where Fn ~ 
at,” Hefner, 62, said in explain 
rag Ins decision to stay at thir;: 
Playboy mansion in Los Angela 
rather than attend the party 
thrown by Ins daughter, Christie 
Hefner, who recently took over- 
foe company. While foe party at* 
Manhattan restaurant cdebratec - 
the ground-breaking magazine’: * 
past, Ms. Hefner, 36, made i 
dear that she was concentrating . • 
on the company’s future. “It's no 
efficient to be a one>-magazuKV 
company anymore,” she said 
adding that Playboy had jus- 
bought into an “upscale maga 
zine” and was considering start- 
mg an R-rated cable entertain- .. 
ment service. 


Santa mad that 
elves earn more 


SYDNEY, Australia CAP) — 
Santa Clans Tuesday traded his 
red smt for the legal variety,^ 
going to court to demand that he ; 
be paid as much as the elves in his , 
department store. Teny Meller, a 
part-time actor, said his elves- -, 
earn about 24 Australian dollars . 
($21 U.S.) an hour while he only V 
gets 10 dollars ($8.80) an hour. 
■The Daily Telegraph of Sydney - ' 
thought Meller’s gripe was - . 
worthy Of editorial comment,: , 
saying the prospect of Santa 
going aa strike was unthinkable;,, 
and asking “who would deliver 
.the presents” if Meller didn't. . 
The story was foe main, front-age -■ 
article with foe headline, “Dough 
.— or “No .Ho Ho Ho’ Says, 
Sanfa’.” 
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Former Beatle’s 
car sold 


LONDON (AP) — A high-per^ 
fonnaace car that once belonged > 
to Beaties dnn&mer Ringo Stan * 
was sold at auction Monday for -.. 
£42^50 ($78,350). _ Sotheby’s, r 
which handled the sale, said foe = 
buyer of foe 1964 Facet Vega= . 
Face! II two-door coupe was not a > - 
Beatles fan but was primarily */ 
interested in. foe French-made'':. ^ . 
car. . The 6.7-litre car showed i. 
32,000 kilometres on its odo- -/* , 
meter. .. . +/“ . 
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